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Aston Martin 
roars in! 

WE LOOKED AT 
20 SITES AROUND 
THE WORLD, AND 
WALES CAME 
OUT ON TOP’ 

(Dr Andrew Palmer 
chief executive) 


BYT’S WEST SIDE STORY IS A WOW! 

RIGHT: The 
Bridgend Youth 
Theatre wowed 
audiences at the 
Grand Pavilion 
last week. In the 
photof Rebecca 
Leigh, playing 
Rosalia, sings of 
the joys of life in 
Puerto Rico in 
the comedy 
song ^America\ 

See more pictures 
and a review by 
PHILIP IRWIN 
on pages 4 and 5. 

(A full cast list 
will appear in 
next week’s 
. GEM). 



ASTON MARTIN, 
one of the most 
iconic names in 
luxury motoring, 
has chosen St 
Athan in Wales as 
its new base - and 


750 jobs are likely 
to be created. 

Twenty sites 
worldwide were under 
consideration by Aston 
Martin, but in the end, 
the facilities at the 



QAj[ym'20f6 

The Orangery, 

Margam 
This Sunday 
28th February 2016 

Cat Walk Shows by ‘Miss Darcy BridaV 
at 12pm Sc 1.30pm. Free admission 




VALE RESORT, HENSOL 


Sunday 3rd April 2016,11am - 4pm 

• 3 Fabulous Catwalk Shows. 

12 midday, 1.30pm Sc 3pm. 

• Welcome bags compliments of 
Debenhamsjor the first 250 brides 

• Bridal ScMother of the Bride Sales Rooms 

• Over 80 exhibitors 

• 15% Spa voucher to 
be used at the Vale spa 

• 20% off voucher to be used at Coast 


For details visit our website: 

WWW. eternitywithlove.co. uk 


Ministry of Defence’s 
‘super hangars’ in the 
neighbouring Vale of 
Glamorgan, proved 
decisive. 

St Athan will become 
the company’s second 
manufacturing site - 
along with Gay don, 
Warwickshire - and will 
make the new DBX 
crossover vehicle. 

The project is part of 
a £200million 
investment in new 
products and facilities by 
the company. 

Across the supply 
chain and local 
businesses, a further 
3,000 jobs are likely to 
be created over the two 
sites as a direct result of 
these investments. 
(Continued on page 12). 


Porthcawl left puzzled by ‘most 
expensive street’ revelation... 


PORTHCAWL 
residents were a little 
puzzled last Saturday 
(February 20), at the 
news that the town now 
had ‘the most expensive 
street’ in Wales, writes 
Philip Irwin. 

Such lists are produced 
annually, and it was the first 
time Porthcawl had featured. 
Residents wondered what had 
happened to propel a 
Porthcawl street up the league 
table so quickly. 

While Sanderling Way, 
built about 15 years ago, 


where the ‘average price’ was 
said to be £855,500, is a 
decidedly pleasant place to 
live, it lacks the grandeur of 
some of the streets in, for 
instance Penarth, where every 
home appears to be almost a 
mansion - and with a sea 
view to boot. 

However, on local social 
media, it was suggested that 
the ‘average’ price was 
skewed because Sanderling 
Way boasts two very large 
properties, both with sea 
views. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 6). 
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SOMETHING 
TO SMILE 
ABOUT 

Dental Implant and 
Restorative Services 

• Experienced Royal College 
trained surgeon 

• Realistic pricing Interest free credit 
• Simple and complex cases undertaken 

We are currently offering FREE consultations. 

Call 01446 795240 today. 

hrM IC^ Wyndham House, 

• Boverton Road, 

practice Llantwit Major CF61 IXZ 


Dental implant services provided by Simon Hill GDC No 72727 
*Loans subject to status, terms & conditions apply, 0% APR representative. 
Authorised and regulated by Financial Conduct Authority. 




HEODORE 


Pine 
Floorboa 




01656 648936 - 

Bridgend Industrial Estate, Princes Way Off North Road 
- (Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 

www4h«o4orcreclMWlloniCO.iik 

Open 7 days; Weekdays 8.30am - 4.15pm. 

Saturday, Sunday - 8-30am - 12.00 
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Who wants 
to build what, 
and where? 


ParkingEye - 

McDonald’s, Felindre 
Road, Pencoed - 

Retention of the car park 
management system 
signage. 

Mr D Patel - 88/89 
Bridgend Road, 
Maesteg - Two hanging 
signs, five hoardings and 
one window transfer - 
all non-illuminated. 

Mr Brian Moss - Twin 
Oaks, Derllwyn Road, 
Tondu - Thin hazel by 
approximately 25 per 
cent and reduce 
remainder by up to 3m. 
Remove one stem from 
sycamore. 

Mr P Williams - 
Tynewydd Farmhouse, 
Moira Terrace, 

Ogmore Vale - Prune 
one sycamore, remove 
11 maples, replant two 
field maples, one holly 
and one mountain ash. 
Mr John Crocker - 
Windrush, Heol Las, 
Mawdlam to Heol 
Drewi, Ton Kenfig, 
Kenfig, Bridgend - 
New dwelling. 

Hut 9 Preservation 
Group - Hut 9, Island 
Farm, Bridgend - 
Permanent wooden 
replica guard tower and 
permanent wooden shed 
to be used as replica 
NAAFI cafe. 

Mr David Perry - Land 
adjacent to Delfryn, 
Maudlam - Application 
for approval of details 
reserved by conditions 2, 
3,4, 5, 7, 12 of 
P/15/389/FUL. 

Police and Crime 
Commissioner - SW 
Police headquarters, 
Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend - Construct 
three-storey extension to 
existing building, 11- 
space visitor car park 
and associated works. 
Mrs S Solomon - 18 
Collwyn Road, Pyle - 
Two-storey extension to 
provide lounge and 
bedroom and bay 
window to front 
elevation. 

Mr Rhys Garfield - 
Land adjacent to 23 
Rogers Lane, 

Laleston - Steel portal 
frame building for 
agricultural use. 
ParkingEye - 
McDonald’s, Felindre 
Road, Pencoed - 
Retention of car park 
management system 
(cameras). 

Kenneth Waylett - 1 
Pant Gwyn, 
Broadlands, 

Bridgend - Erection of 
single storey summer 
house/hobbies shed to 
rear garden. 

Mr W Paetel - Land 
adjacent to 39 Cefn 
Glas Road, Bridgend - 
Approval of details for 
conditions 2,3,4, 6, 8, 9 
and 10 of P/15/438/FUL. 
Welcome Break 
Holdings Ltd - Sarn 
Park Motorway 
Service Area, Sarn - 
Create new earth 


mounds associated with 
the redevelopment of the 
site in accordance with 
permission 
P/14/313/FUL. 

Mobile Mini (UK) Ltd - 
Former dairy site. 
North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate - 
Erect two workshop 
buildings, six 
double stacked 
office cabins and 70 
containers for storage 
use. 

Welcome Break 
Holdings Ltd - Sarn 
Park Motorway 
Service Area, Sarn - 
Non-material 
amendment of 
P/14/313/FUL - change 
site plan to include 
additional plant, 
electrical charging points 
and remove one car 
parking space. 

Maesteg Town Council - 
Maesteg Outdoor 
Market Square off 
Talbot Street, 

Maesteg - Erect a 
commemorative plaque 
and steel support stand. 
Mr B Jones - 37 Heol 
Neuadd, Domos 
Cwmfelin, Maesteg - 
Side extension above 
garage, rear double 
storey extension, 
extension above porch 
and new porch. 

Cenin Renewables Ltd - 
Land at Parc Stormy, 
Stormy Down - 
Electrical energy storage 
facility comprising 
batteries housed in 
storage containers with 
associated infrastructure. 
Mr S Emery - Ael Y 
Don, Ty Fry Road, 

Cefn Cribwr - Non¬ 
material amendment to 
P/15/194/FUL - changes 
to doors and windows. 
Mr L George - 34 
Ewenny Road, 
Bridgend - Change of 
use from domestic to 
residential care home. 

Mr M Russell - 
Gaylard Building, 11 
Court Road, 

Bridgend - Change of 
use from office and day 
centre to 15 one- 
bedroom apartments. 

Mr I Davies - 7 
Danygraig Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Detached 
garage/store. 

Western Power 
Distribution - Mynydd 
Yr Aber, Bridgend 
county - Erect 66,000 
volt overhead line with 
all wood poles and stays. 
Iced Cake Parlour - 13 
Talbot Street, 

Maesteg - Change of 
use of ground floor from 
A1 use to mixed 
A1/A3 - retail bakery 
and associated coffee 
shop. 

GE C^entry - GE 
Buildings, Unit 5, 

Eorge Industrial 
Estate, Maesteg - 

Extensions to existing 
factory for door 
manufacturing and 
storage. 


WWW,facebook.com/slaniorsansem www.twitter.com/sem news 



Choir’s timely CD helps 
celebrate all things Welsh! 


MARCH 1 is a very special day in the 
Welsh calendar - it’s our Patron Saint’s 
Day, where we celebrate all things Welsh 
in schools and beyond. 

This year, the prestigious Bridgend Male Choir 


Cwlwm Celtaidd 
competition for 
young musicians 



ABOVE: 

Robin Huw Bowen and the 2015 winner. 
Dylan Cairns-Howarth, 


THE annual Cwlwm 
Celtaidd’s Young 
Musician of the 
Festival competition 
for under 18 year-olds 
returns on March 4 - 
6 at Porthcawl Grand 
Pavilion, where the 
winner will receive a 
prize of £50 and a 
chance to appear in 
the main concert on 
Sunday, March 6. 

The festival will also 
welcome artists from 
four corners of the Celtic 
world including RURA 
from Scotland, Jamie 
Smith (Mahon), Linda 
Griffiths and Sorela from 
Wales, and dancers 
Perree Bane from the Isle 
of Man. 

Competitors will 
present 3-5 minutes of 
traditional Celtic tunes 
on an instrument of their 
choice, with a short 
explanation. 
Adjudicators are 

accordionist Jamie 
Smith, triple harpist 
Robin Huw Bowen, and 


Breton piper, Antwn 
Owen Hicks. 

Jamie Smith, of this 
year’s headliners, 

Mahon, said: “It’s a 
pleasure to be one of the 
judges again this year. 
We had a highly 
encouraging turn-out for 
the first one last year and, 
after some tough 
decision-making, the 
prize went to Welsh 
fiddler Dylan Cairns- 
Howarth, who will be 
returning this year to 
perform with his father, 
guitarist Andy Cairns. 

The competition will 
be held at the Grand 
Pavilion at 10am on 
Sunday, March 6. To 
enter, download the form 
from Cwlwm Celtaidd’s 
website and send to 
Sarah Smith, 209 Erw 
Hir, Bridgend, CF31 
2VH or email to 
smithy 1954@hotmail .co 
m by Saturday, March 5, 
2016. 


adds to those celebrations with the release of its 
latest recording, ‘Sounds Like’ , an eclectic mix of 
songs from its current repertoire. Made up of 16 
tracks, it includes music from several genre to please 
all listeners. 

From stirring marches such as the Russian 
‘Cavalry of the Steppes’ and John Guard’s popular 
arrangement of the patriotic ‘Men of Harlech’, to 
popular Welsh items such as the Eric Jones 
arrangement of Robat Arwyn’s ‘Yfory’ and ‘Pan 
Fo’r Nos Yn Hir,’ forever associated with the late, 
great Ryan Davies. 

Germany’s ‘Aus de Traube’ and the Italian 
‘Bandit’s Chorus’ demonstrate language versatility, 
as does the selection of Eric Jones’ ‘Christus 
Salvator’ and the wonderful Welsh hymn tune 
‘Rhys’, arranged by James Hearn, the latter two 
items learned in preparedness for big concerts later 
in the year. 

Lighter inclusions are ‘Portrait of My Love’, 
made famous by Matt Monro and, from stage shows, 
‘How To Handle a Woman’ and ‘This Is The 
Moment’. 

Musical director, Rhiannon Williams-Hale, can be 
proud of track 10, her topical arrangement of songs 
associated with ‘national glory’. 

Rhiannon can also be pleased with the CD quality, 
having guided choristers for many months through 
the base learning, sectional focus and minor nuances 
necessary. She has been ably supported by piano 
accompanist Stephanie Bailey, who also helped out 
with sectional focus at the choir’s Oldcastle School 
practice HQ. 

Also featuring in the production are organist Scott 
Williams and on keyboards, Michael Morwood. As 
well as those named, the choir is grateful for the use 
of Tabernacle Welsh Congregational Church 
(recording venue) and for the expertise of Music 
Wales Limited (particularly recording engineer, 
Jayce Lewis). 

The CD costs £8.99 and can be purchased from 
launch date at Tesco, Cowbridge Road; Asda, 
Cheapside; Porter’s Estate Agents, Nolton Street; 
the choir’s website 

www.bridgendmalechoir.co.uk/repertoire/choir- 
recordings .aspx, and any choir member. It will also 
be for sale at choir concerts, the next locally on 
March 11 (details on website 
WWW. bridgendmalechoir.co.uk/bookings/choir- 
concert-dates .aspx scroll down). DAVID T BURT 
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LETTERS EXTRA 

‘Parking petition 
is cross-party’ 


1 AM writing in 
response to 
comments made 
by Plaid Cymru 
AM, Bethan 
Jenkins, which 
were published 
recently. 

I am grateful to Ms 
Jenkins for highlighting 
the petition of 
Conservative Assembly 
Member Suzy Davies, 
despite representing a 
different political party. 

The purpose of the 
petition, which was 
submitted to Bridgend 
Council on January 15, 
is to scrap the excessive 
pedestrianisation in 
Queen Street, Dunraven 
Place and Market Street, 
and to allow some 
parking in the area. 

Suzy Davies and other 
elected politicians have 
had many discussions 
with the local traders for 
a long time and have 
been campaigning to 
open up the periphery of 
the town centre to 
vehicles. However, in 
October 2015, the 
petition was launched to 
force Bridgend Council 
to implement the de- 
pedestrianisation 
proposal as soon as 
possible. 

Even if Ms Jenkins 
was ‘late to the party’, to 
use the words of the 
leader of the Bridgend 
County Borough 
council, it doesn’t 


matter, because the key 
issue is removing the 
excessive 

pedestrianisation and not 
scoring political points. 
Therefore, I agree with 
the sentiments expressed 
by Ms Jenkins. 

The future of our 
town is too precious to 
let it be a political 
football between the 
different political parties. 
This is the same reason 
why I welcome the First 
Minister’s support of the 
campaign, despite the 
fact that I am standing 
against him in the 
election in May. 

Finally, I would like 
to thank the over 1,300 
individuals who signed 
the petition. This 
provides an excellent 
example of how direct 
democracy can work. 

The fact that we have 
managed to get so many 
signatures, goes to show 
how important the issue 
is to our community. 

It doesn’t matter if it 
is the traders, the 
Conservatives, Labour, 
or Plaid Cymru who 
campaigned for 
scrapping the 
pedestrianisation and it 
is irrelevant who 
receives the credit. 

What matters is to get on 
with it and implement 
the proposal. 

George Jabbour, 

Welsh Conservative 
candidate for Bridgend. 


TABERNACL CONCERT 

TABERNACL Music Society’s next concert will 
be at 7pm on Sunday, March 13 at Tabernacl 
Chapel, Derwen Road, Bridgend. 

There will be two well-loved choral works: the 
Faure Requiem, and Rutter’s Requiem, plus the 
two equally popular versions of ‘Ave Verum 
Corpus’ by Mozart and Elgar. 

The choir, conducted by Matthew Nash and 
accompanied on organ by Glenn Crooks will be 
joined by solo soprano Emma Laidlaw-Height. 

Tickets £10 (students £5) from choir members 
or on the door; contact 07974 765578. 

New members always welcome - rehearsals 
Tuesday 7pm - 8.45pm at Tabernacl Chapel. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 3) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

25 Thur 

07.59 

9.8 

20.16 

9.7 

26 Fri 

08.29 

9.5 

20.47 

9.3 

27 Sat 

08.59 

9.3 

21.10 

9.2 

28 Sun 

09.31 

9.1 

21.46 

8.8 

29 Mon 

10.02 

8.7 

22.20 

8.4 

01 Tues 

10.39 

8.0 

23.04 

7.9 

02 Wed 

11.29 

7.7 



03 Thur 

00.09 

7.5 

12.43 

7.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO, Gate 
House, I Farringdon Street, London EC4M 7LG 
Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 123 2220. 
E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 

Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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LOCAL MAN IS 
JAILED AFTER 
CO-OP ROBBERY 


A MANAGER and two 
women members of staff 
were “absolutely terrified” 
when two men burst into 
their supermarket in the 
village of Pontycymmer 
and proceeded to carry out 
an armed robbery, Cardiff 
Crown Court has heard. 

Both were wearing disguises, 
and one had a lump hammer and 
the other a crowbar, said 
prosecutor David Lloyd. One of 
the men, Gavin Williams (35) of 
Heol Cynwyd, Llangynwyd, a 
delivery driver, was jailed for six 
years after he admitted a charge 
of robbery. 

The other man has not been 
traced, but Williams knows who 
he is, the court heard. 

Judge Neil Bidder QC told 
Williams: “This was a serious 
armed robbery.” 

He said all three victims, in 
particular the two women, were 
absolutely terrified. The men 
made off, he said, with £2,505 
and a computer. 

Mr Lloyd said that at 6.15am 


Report by 

AJ SICLUNA 


on November 16, the three 
victims went to work at the 
Pontycymmer branch of the Co¬ 
op. They were Robert Wilson 
(44), the manager and two 
assistants, Susan Evans (57) and 
Wendy Phillips (58). 

Williams and the other man 
burst in through the back yard of 
the premises. 

Everybody was threatened and 
two people were put into a back 
room and told to get on their 
knees. Their wrists were bound 
with Sellotape. 

Williams had cut it with his 
teeth, and later his DNA was 
traced. 

Mr Wilson was taken to his 
office where cash and his 
computer were stolen. 

All were later told to go to the 
lavatory and get on their knees. 

At one point, Williams was 
waving the lump hammer around. 

The incident, said Mr Lloyd, 
lasted about 20 minutes, but one 


of the staff said they were 
terrified and it could have lasted 
even longer. All were frightened 
and in deep shock. 

Mr Wilson later said he was 
worried and genuinely believed 
that the men would use the 
weapons if he didn’t comply with 
their orders. 

Williams was later arrested 
driving his employer’s delivery 
van on the M4, having gone to 
work after the robbery. 

The court was told that 
Williams had received a six-year 
sentence for possessing heroin 
with intent to supply and at the 
time of the robbery, had been on 
licence. 

His counsel, Kevin Seal, said 
that when he left prison, he had 
drug debts of £7,000 and threats 
had been made to himself and his 
family. 

“The police accept the other 
person was the prime mover, 
though it does not detract from 
Williams’ role.” 

Mr Seal said that Williams later 
told a police officer he realised he 
had ruined people’s lives. 


Bridgend YFC takes to the stage 



LEFT: 

The 

Bridgend 

Young 

Farmers^ 

Club, 

line-up 

that 

performed 
The Vault 
in the 
county 
drama 
competition 


BRIDGEND YFC competed in this year’s 
Glamorgan YFC drama competition on 
February 5 when it performed The Vault, 
written and directed by Andrew John. 

Seven clubs competed and overall Bridgend came 
joint fourth. 

Many members were keen to take part and, indeed 


Jiad lots of fun practicing... Bethan Evans, Sarah 
Joseph and Andrew John took on the three main 
parts in the drama, the bank robbers! All the other 
members then took on the roles of hostages and 
police officers. 

Gelligaer YEC won the competition and we would 
like to wish them success for the Wales finals in a 


Everest trek 
fundraiser 

JOIN local Bridgend talents for an 
evening of song at the Tabernacle Chapel, 
Derwyn Road, Bridgend on Friday, 
February 26 at 7pm. 

The fundraising event is being hosted by local 
resident Rhiannon Evans, for Tenovus Cancer Care 
who will be taking on the Everest Trek Challenge for 
the charity in March. 

Plenty of local acts will be involved, including 
Llangenydd Primary School, Bridgend, Sing 
With Us choir, and solo singer Rhiannon Evans. 

Tickets cost £6 and are available from members of 
Bridgend Sing With Us choir (or at the door). 


Garage Door ProMems? 

Call your local experts for 
•Speedy economical repairs 

• Maintenance serving the local 

• New doors community for 25 years 

• Automation 

Call free on 0800 046 3552 

www.garagedoors-direct.co.uk 


few weeks’ time. 

Bridgend YEC would also like to say a big thank 
you to Andrew John, for all his hard work writing 
and directing the performance, and also to everyone 
for helping backstage with the scenery lighting and 
sound. BR 


Assembly election 
Question Time 


THE charity. 
Sustainable Wales, 
is organising an 
election Question 
Time in the Y 
Centre, YMCA, 25 
John Street, 
Porthcawl, 7pm- 
9.30pm on Friday, 
April 15. 

Invited to take part 
are the candidates for the 
Bridgend constituency, 
including Carwyn Jones 
AM, Eirst Minister of 
Wales. 

Charity spokesman 
Robert Minhinnick said: 
“With the Assembly 
election on May 5 and 
the Tn/Out of the EU’ 
referendum on June 23, 


we will experience a 
highly-charged political 
spring. 

“It is, therefore, 
important that local 
people run the rule over 
competing candidates. 
What’s crucial is that 
local issues are not 
drowned in any national 
political debate. 

“These issues include 
local renewable energy 
initiatives, and how 
climate change is 
affecting our coasts.” 

For further details of 
the Question Time, 
contact Sustainable 
Wales on (01656 783962 
/ 773627). 


SIMON TAKES 
PARTIN A 
BLOODWISE 
TRIATHLON 



Simon Davies. 


RENOWNED for 
being the season- 
opener in the UK 
triathlon calendar 
and set in the 
grounds of the 
stunning world 
heritage site, the 
Bloodwise 
Blenheim Palace 
Triathlon takes 
place on June 4-5. 

Among the 
participants taking on 
the challenge for the first 
time is Simon Davies 
from Bridgend. 

Simon (51) has 
completed at least one 
fundraising event every 
year for the past 11 years 


- everything from 
skydiving and hiking to 
cycling events, but this 
will be his first attempt 
at triathlon. 

Simon said: “Recently 
a very close member of 
my family and great 
friend was sadly 
diagnosed with cancer; 
witnessing their horrible 
battle has spurred me on 
immensely to increase 
my fundraising efforts 
for Bloodwise and to 
take on a new challenge 
in the form of the 
Bloodwise Blenheim 
Palace Triathlon.” 

Keep up to date with 
their progress at 
www.theblenheimtriathlo 
n.com/blog. 



Award winning indian sub continental cuisine 

Restaurant & Takeaway 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

4 COURSE MEAL 

Only £8.95pp 
Mon-Thurs 5.30-7pm 

2 FOR 1 

MON-THURS 

MAIN COURSE &P0PPAD0M 


5-8pm TAKEAWAY ONLY 

(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 



SUNDAY BANQUET 

5 COURSES £9.50 

Midday-11pm 

Tel: 01446^71682 
01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
2014 Tiffin Cup Finalist 
Certificate of Excellence 


Trip Advisor 



Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.poirthcawl-today.co.uk 



NOW OPEN IN PENCOED 


HAIR CUTS 


Turkish hot towel shave £7.00 
Beard line £7.00 

Beard trim £3.00 

Eyebrow threading £3.00 

Free Flaming 

Walk in - No appointment needed 
Mon-Sat 9am-6pm 

44 Penybont Road.PenCOed CF35 5RA (Between the Library & Post office) 


Gents 

Kids (under 10s) 
Pattern & Hair Cut 
Skin fade 
Head shave 


£7.00 

£5.00 

£15.00 

£10.00 

£7.00 
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YOUTH THEATRE PUT TOGETHER 
ANOTHER SENSATIONAL SHOW 



Photographs taken in 
1 rehearsal by Anthony John 


Riff and Bernardo square off in The Rumble. 


T he opening of West Side Story 
(performed last week by the 
Bridgend Youth Theatre {BYT} in 
the Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl) was scary 
in a couple of ways. 

Scary in the sense that the members of the two 
teenage gangs, the Jets and the Sharks, swagger on 
stage, seeking eye contact with the audience, offering 
various ‘you looking at me?’ stares. Then they stand 
still, and the music starts. 

It’s also scary because there are so many out there. 
It has always been an article of faith with the BYT 
that as many young people as possible should be 
given a chance to shine, but you can’t help feehng 
that problems lie ahead controlling so many bodies. 

However, the production team of Roger Burnell 
(director) and Naiomi Pearl Roberts (assistant 
director) have instilled a huge sense of professional 
discipline into the cast, and they didn’t miss a beat 
throughout this excellent production. 

On top of that, the group choreography by Andy 
Burnett was a real triumph. To take such a large cast 
and make the dance routines interesting and vibrant 
takes some doing. 

I’ve been reviewing the BYT for 15 years now, 
and that level of professionalism is no surprise. What 
varies each year, of course, is the show and the 
talents of the main performers. This year, Roger 
could call on three ‘old hands’ - and one maMng his 
debut in a main role. 

Olivia Hopper {Maria), Meredith Lewis {Anita) 
and Jack Davies {Rijf) have all played substantial 
roles in previous BYT productions, and all three are 
interviewing for drama colleges in the near future. 

They must have improved their chances with West 
Side Story. Olivia has a stunning soprano voice and 
her acting, particularly in the duet with Anita, ‘A Boy 
Like That’, was very strong. 

Anita is a great role for any girl, and Meredith 
made the most of it, handling the comedy, tragedy 
and the dancing with aplomb. She led the rest of the 
Shark girls through a really impressive version of 
‘America’, and has a really strong stage presence. 

In many ways. Jack Davies had the toughest task, 
because he is physically bigger than the ideal Riff, 
and he doesn’t appear to have the build of a dancer. 
However, he is the sort of actor who constantly 
surprises you. 

He moves well, has the ability to hold the 
audience’s attention and I’m sure his versatility will 
stand him in good stead in the future. 

The new kid in town is James Evans Jones. He’s 
still only 16 and, as such, he presents me with a 
problem. I don’t want a parent calhng me to say that 
their son/daughter was going to train as a doctor until 
a good review turned their head, so even when 
someone like Aneuiin Barnard was making jaws drop 
with his talent 10 years ago. I’ve tried to hold back a 
bit. 

However, you can’t pretend the audience reaction 
in the Pavilion didn’t happen. The cast was enjoying 
a loud and well-deserved standing ovation, but it 
went all the way up to 11 when James stepped 
forward. 

He is so relaxed on stage, and his voice was 
perfect for Tony. His duets with Olivia were magical, 
and I haven’t heard two youth theatre voices blend so 
well since Aneurin Barnard and Georgia Thomas in 
Damn Yankees about 10 years ago. 

There is an element of luck in this. The last time 
the BYT did West Side Story, Maria and Tony were 
played by Katie Elin-Salt and Allyn Hawke, two 
really strong singers and actors, but they didn’t 
complement each other the way that Olivia and 


Review by PHILIP IRWIN 


James did. 

Maybe Tony is simply James’ ideal role. I suspect 
Roger will give him something different next year, 
and I for one will be very interested. 

I’ve always felt sorry for Bernardo (played by 
Lewis Scott) in this show. He is as important a role as 
Riff, but doesn’t get a song. Dramatically he is 
important though, because he has to embody the 
resentment the Puerto Ricans feel at the racial 
discrimination they find in America. 

Lewis put all that anger into a very watchable 
performance. He moves well, dances well and was a 
real leader for the Sharks. 

On the subject of dancing and choreography, Andy 
Burnett was not responsible for everything. The 
Eantasy Eeet Dance Company were prominent 
throughout, particularly in the ballet that accompanies 
‘Somewhere’, and their dances were choreographed 
by Phillipa Harries and Gemma Mulcahy. 

West Side Story has so many good numbers that it 
is difficult to include them all. The boys playing the 
Jets gave the remarkable ‘Gee Officer Krupke’ full 
value and nailed all the laughs, finishing to a massive 
cheer from the audience. 

I say remarkable because this is a song that never 
seems to date. Look in The Daily Mail and The 
Guardian and you will find the same arguments 
being kicked around today. The only thmg that 
changes is the name. ‘Juvenile delinquents’ are now 
‘disaffected youth’ but little else has changed. 

There were several other performances of note. 

The soloist for ‘Somewhere’ was Lucy Viner, and she 
too had a stunning voice. Jasmine Jones, who played 
the tomboy Jet, Anybodys, was an accomplished 
scene stealer and looked very relaxed and 
comfortable on stage. 

At times, you get the feeling that the BYT is 
impossible to review on one night. You might notice 
someone on one side of the stage doing something 
very bright and interesting, but that means you will 
miss someone else on the other side. 

They have grasped that everyone has to 
concentrate and do well if the principals are going to 
get a chance to impress, and it is that team spirit and 
work ethic that has always made the BYT special. 

It doesn’t come easy, and Roger Burnell, Naiomi 
Pearl Roberts and Shelley Rees Owen are to be 
congratulated for moulding this group into such an 
impressive company. 

On the music side, Nathan Jones was working 
with the BYT as musical director for the first time, 
and his orchestra did brilliantly. West Side Story is 
rhythmically difficult, but they all did a superb job. 

This show ran for just three main performances: 
Thursday evening, and a matinee and evening 
performance on Eriday. There was also an open dress 
rehearsal (at a reduced ticket price) on the 
Wednesday evening, but I'm told that it did not attract 
a large audience. After 16 years of high quality 
performances I really don’t understand this. 

You would think that Porthcawl residents, and 
those in Bridgend county borough, would put the 
annual BYT show in their diary every year, but it 
doesn’t happen. 

I’ve remarked on this puzzle before, and I’m no 
nearer working it out. I’m sure everyone there 
enjoyed the show as much as I did, and I imagine 
they told their friends. Maybe they go away and think 
“perhaps next year won’t be so good”. 

Well, I tend to think that if the last 16 years have 
been great, there's a pretty good chance that number 
17 will be too! 



^They^ve been on a journey^ (as they say on the TV shows). Pictured at the 
start of the rehearsals are (left to right): Jack Davies, Olivia Hopper, 
James Evans Jones, Meredith Lewis and Lewis Scott. 
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THE SHARKS AND JETS LIGHT UP 
PORTHCAWL’S GRAND PAVILION 




A touch of the Strictlys as Lewis 
Scott (Bernardo) gets to grips 
with Meredith Lewis (Anita). 





Tonyas death scene at the end of show. 



Tony (James Evans Jones) with Maria. 


FARMERS’ 

MARKET 

ON Saturday (February 
27), the monthly 
Farmers’ Market will 
take place from 9am to 
1230pm at the Awel y 
Mor Community Hall in 
Porthcawl (behind the 
fire station). 

In addition to the 
usual producers, Davies 
of Dorwen will have a 
selection of Highland 
Cattle beef; Mair’s 
Bakehouse will be back 
with organic French 
style breads and Cerdin 
Foods will have their 
usual quality pastries. 

Emma Richards from 
Porthcawl will be 
supplying Welsh cakes 
fresh from the griddle, 
with jams and chutney. 


Massive Designer 
Shoe Sale! 

Armani • DVF 
UGG Australia 
Kennel & Schmeinger 
Calpierre • Ash • Sense 
Rodo • Anya Hindmarch 

Bargains Galore! 

Many shoes, bags and 
accessories for men and 
women 

Up to 80 % Off! 

The Bear Hotel, Cowbridge 

Tuesday 23rd 1pm-6pm; Wednesday 24th 10am-6pm; 
Thursday 25th 10am-8pm; Friday 26th 10am-6pm; 
Saturday 27th 10am-6pm; Sunday 28th 11 am-5pm 



The Welsh 
Arsenal in 
Bridgend 


Michael Clubb, the 
February speaker, 
gave a very 
informative talk to 
Vale NFU ladies on 
the Second World 
War Welsh Arsenal 
at Bridgend, a vast 
operation that 
employed over 
25,000, women and 
men. 

Mrs Jan Rees gave 
the vote of thanks. 

The AGM followed 
and Mrs Kay Gay was 
voted chairperson; Mrs 
June Studley, secretary; 
Mrs Mary Brown, 
treasurer; Mrs Ray 
Evans, press officer and 


Mrs Joan Thomas, tea 
hostess. 

A charity donation of 
£300 to Velindre 
Hospital Hospital Trust 
is to be given to Mr 
Julian Kelly, NFU 
secretary who is 
organising a bicycle ride 
event in the Canadian 
Rockies in the near 
future for the hospital. 

Mrs Marion Lewis 
won the raffle. 

The next meeting will 
be held as usual in 
Penllyn Village Hall on 
Tuesday, March 15 at 
7.30pm. 

New members are 
welcome. 


RE 


NHS “•■■■ yo 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 
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‘Exciting 
new era’ as 
Pencoed 
school plan 
is now one 
step closer 


THE public is to be 
canvassed on plans 
for a new primary 
school at Pencoed 
to replace the 
present split site. 

Some pupils are 
currently being taught in 
buildings on Penprysg 
Road, while others are 
based in the old Heol Y 
Cyw Primary School 
premises. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) want to bring 
all of the pupils together 
on to one site, which 
would be built on part 
of the school playing 
fields, further along 
Penprysg Road. 

Due to open on April 
1,2018 it would have 
capacity for 510 pupils 
aged 4 - 11, together 
with a 70-place nursery 
plus provision for pupils 
with special education 
needs. The cost would 
be met from the Welsh 
Government’s 21st 
Century Schools 
programme and BCBC. 

Coun Huw David, the 
council’s deputy leader, 
said: “Under the School 
Organisation Statutory 
Code, we will be 
carrying out a formal 
consultation on this 


‘regulated alteration’ to 
Pencoed Primary 
School. We’ll be 
looking to gather the 
views of parents, carers, 
pupils, local councillors, 
the governing body and 
any other interested 
parties.” 

The consultation 
period will cover six 
weeks, and a further 
report will then be made 
to cabinet members. 
They will then decide 
whether to undertake a 
formal consultation 
process and issue a 
public notice. 

Coun David added: 
“The current school 
buildings were built in 
the early 1900s for 
separate infant, junior 
and secondary 
provision, but their 
layout is preventing 
necessary adaptations 
from being made. 

“It is also far from 
ideal that many of the 
children currently have 
to cross a busy main 
road to walk between 
classes; so we are 
hopeful that the plans 
for an all-new building 
will be welcomed and 
that this can be the start 
of an exciting new era 
for Pencoed Primary 
School.” 


INSTAI^. 


• All sizes available. 
Delivered & Collected. 




• Free surveys and 
estimates. 


• Labour hire to load 
your skip. 

• Grab hire & Plant hire, 

• 95% of our waste 
is recycled. 

• Council/highway 
permits arranged. 


We will not be beaten on 
ANY written quotation 
for the Bariy area 





Waste Carrier Number 
CB/LE5004GH 


Email: installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 


Your chance to share the community news 


Young singers 

MAESTEG Gleemen 
male voice choir 
organises the Welsh 
Young Singer of the 
year competition, with 
Hnancial assistance 
from Dunraven 
Windows Ltd. 

Competitors attended 
the adjudication process 
on January 23 in 
Maesteg Town Hall. 

The following are in the 
final at the town hall on 
Saturday, April 2. 

Junior section, aged 
11 to 14: Tom Herbert 
(Ysgol Llangynwyd), 
Elys Davies (Porthcawl), 
Carys Davies 
(Haberdashers, 
Monmouth), Matthew 
Daly (Bryntirion). 

Junior section, aged 
15 to 18: Llinos Haf 
Jones (Ysgol Bro 
Morganwyg), Jodi Bird 
(Ysgol Bro Morganwg), 
Lowri Probert 
(Crickhowell), Matthew 
Welch (Cheltenham). 

Adult section, 19 to 
30: Alys Roberts 
(soprano) from 
Criccieth, Robert Lewis 
(tenor) from Welshpool, 
Eirlys Myfanwy Davies 
(mezzo) from Llanelli, 
reserve Meilir Jones 
(baritone) from 
Anglesey. 

Two contrasting 
pieces were required and 
a short interview with 
the adjudicators. The 
adjudicators were 
Beverley Humphries, 
Suzanne Hodges, Brian 
Payne, and Alun 
Hodges. 

The Maesteg Gleemen 
will provide pre-match 
entertainment at the 
Wales-Italy Six Nations 
match on Saturday, 
March 19. 

At present, the choir 
is rehearsing for this 
prestigious event, and 
new members are 
welcome. The choir 
rehearses on Monday 
and Thursday evenings 
in the Royal British 
Legion Club, 


Commercial Street, 
Maesteg from 7pm to 
8.30pm, no previous 
choral experience is 
necessary. 

Christian Aid 

TO raise funds for 
people who are 
starving throughout 
the world, members of 
St Robert’s Church 
will be selling lunches 
this Saturday, 

Eebruary 27 from 
12pm to 1.15pm for 
£2.50 in St John’s 
Church, Aberkenfig. 

Charity 

concert 

THERE will be an 
evening of Welsh 
entertainment in Cefn 
Cribwr Community 
Hall (The Green Hall) 
on Eriday, March 11 at 
7pm provided by 
pupils from Cefn 
Cribwr Primary 
School, Porthcawl 
Choral Society, Old 
Newtonians handbell 
ringers, Dawnswyr 
Gwerin Pen-y-Eai and 
Angharad Edwards, 
professional harpist. 

Entry will be £5, 
concessions £4 and there 
will be a raffle, with all 
profits donated to the 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre at Kenfig. 

Free cooking 
sessions 

JOIN Richard Shaw of 
Cooking Together Wales 
and learn how to cook 
healthy food in a fun 
and relaxed 
atmosphere at Caerau 
Social Centre, Cymmer 
Road, Caerau, this 
Eriday, Eebruary 26 
and March 4 from 
10am tol2pm. Eor 
further information 
telephone Jeremy 
Dimond on 01656 
643518 / 07815 527124. 

At the Evergreen Hall, 
Angel Street, Bridgend, 
free fire safety 
awareness level one 
course on Wednesday, 
March 2 from 9.30am to 
3.30pm. Learn basic fire 


Free vision 
tests for local 
school pupils 


NEW online vision 
screening software 
is being provided 
free of charge to all 
local schools, 

following a study 
revealing that 
millions of children 
have never had an 
eye test. 

The three-minute 
screening test, developed 
by optometrists and 
vision scientists at City 
University London, can 
detect the most common 
eye problems that affect 
children. As well as long 
and short sight, these 
include astigmatism, lazy 
eye and squints. 
Eollowing a sight test, a 
report is automatically 
generated to help parents 
or guardians make a 
more informed decision 
about their child’s eyes. 

The software, which 
has been funded by high 
street opticians 

Specsavers for their 
‘Screening for Schools’ 


campaign, is designed to 
be operated by teachers 
and other school staff or 
volunteers, and is being 
made available free to 
27,000 primary and 
secondary schools 
throughout the UK. 

Specsavers Porthcawl 
store director Claire 
Edwards said: “A child’s 
eyesight will continue to 
develop up to the age of 
eight years old and a 
number of conditions can 
be corrected by an 
optician if detected 
before this time. 

“However, there is still 
a lack of general 
awareness among some 
parents and teachers 
about the importance of 
regular eye tests from the 
age of three or four. 

“We have seen some 
cases where children 
have been misdiagnosed 
with dyslexia, ADHD or 
learning difficulties when 
in fact the child simply 
needs glasses,” she 
added. 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CE32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



safety principles in the 
workplace and what to 
do in an emergency, with 
simple measures to 
control risk of fires. 

Eree level 2 manual 
handling course: 
incorrect manual 
handling causes a third 
of all workplace injuries; 
come and learn the key 
principles of manual 
handling on March 3 
from 9.30am to 3.30pm. 

A free level one 
health and safety course 
provides understanding 
of health and safety 
issues in the workplace 
and how to maintain a 
safe working 
environment on March 4 
from 9.30am to 3.30pm. 

Eree lunch and 
refreshments provided at 
the Evergreen Hall; 
advance booking is 


required for the three 
courses by telephoning 
Jess Jones on 01656 
643634/07974399194. 

Eree emergency first 
aid course at Sam 
lifelong learning centre 
on March 3 from 9.15am 
to 3.15pm, refreshments 
provided. Advance 
booking is required by 
telephone to Jennifer 
Roberts 01656 
643693/07815 525017. 

All courses are free to 
residents who live in a 
Bridgend Communities 
Eirst postcode area. 

In rehearsal 

OGMORE Vale Male 
Voice Choir is busy 
rehearsing for a new 
repertoire to use in its 
St David’s Day concert 
on Tuesday, March 1 at 
7pm in Canolfan 


Bethlehem Centre, 
Commercial Street, 
Ogmore Vale. 

This annual event is 
held to express thanks to 
lady supporters. Titled 
‘Cawl a Chan’ the 
members of the audience 
are provided with a bowl 
of cawl, Welsh cakes 
and bara brith inclusive 
in the £5 cost of entry. 

The choir rehearses in 
the Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre on Thursday 
evenings and welcomes 
visitors and new 
members. For further 
information, telephone 
John on 01656 841429. 

Tondu 

Primary 

EAMILIES of pupils in 
Mrs Russell’s/Mrs 
Evans’ class, Taf, can 
share in the class 


assembly tomorrow 
Eebruary 26 at 
10.20am. 

On Monday, Eebmary 
29 there will be a St 
David’s day cookery 
competition. The school 
would like pupils to 
bring a Welsh themed 
dish using Eairtrade 
ingredients. 

The school’s St 
David’s day exhibition 
can be seen from 3pm 
on Tuesday, March 1. 

Saint’s Day 

THERE will be a St 
David’s concert in St 
David’s Church, Betws 
on Wednesday, March 
2 at 630pm. Exciting 
entertainment will be 
provided by Betws 
Primary School choir, 
assisted by Betws 
Community Choir. 

Two choirs 

COR Meibion Maesteg 
a’r Cylch (Maesteg and 
District male choir) is 
combining with the 
Llynfi Valley ladies’ 
choir to entertain the 
public in the Celtic 
Club, Garth, Maesteg 
at a pre-match concert 
before theWales- 
England Six Nations 
international rugby 
match on Eriday, 
March Hat 7pm. 


‘MOST EXPENSIVE STREET 
PUZZLE IN PORTHCAWL 



Artist’s 

forgotten 

work 

REMARKABLE 
paintings by a lost 
Welsh talent, John 
Cyrlas Williams, go 
on show at in 
Pwllheli Oriel Plas 
Glyn-y-Weddw on 
March 20, following 
discovery of a large 
body of the 
painter’s work in 
an attic at 
Porthcawl. 

Williams (1902- 
1965), once regarded as 
one of Wales’ most 
promising young 
painters, was born into a 
Welsh mining 
community in the United 
States. His father went 
on to become a mine 
owner, and the family 
set up home in 
Porthcawl. 

All of Williams’ 
pictures were painted 
before he reached the 
age of 30, as 
subsequently alcoholism 
and other personal 
problems curtailed his 
career. Eventually he 
abandoned painting, 
spending the rest of his 
working life as a clerk. 


The Sanderling Way houses that enjoy sea views. 


CONTINUED EROM PAGE 1 

The average was worked out from 


properties. 

There was further speculation that 


Land Registry data, which lists the one of the two biggest had recently 
prices that private buyers have paid for been sold for £1.75 million, pushing 


homes in a particular street. 

Sanderling Way has approximately 


the average for the road up. 

Another factor may be that in places 


15 homes and is basically U-shaped, like Penarth, a number of large 
As is clear from the photo (above) properties have been converted into 
those highly-prized sea views are flats, so that the entire property rarely 
available to only a few of the comes on the market. 


C f 
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Council’s £ 50 k to bring golf event to Porthcawl 



PREPARATIONS are in 
full swing for the Royal 
Porthcawl Golf Club to 
host the Senior Open 
Championship again next 
year, and Bridgend County 
Borough Council (BCBC) 
will be contributing 
£50,000 towards the 
running of the event. 

Cabinet members from BCBC 
have agreed the funding which 
will cover costs associated with 
highways services, local 
marketing, school roadshows in 
partnership with Golf 

Development Wales, and 
providing an open top bus to link 
the town centre with the golf 
course. 

Having hosted the 

championship successfully in 
2014, the aim is to provide an 
even better experience for the 
thousands of golf fans who will be 
welcomed to the famous links 
course from July 27-30, 2017. 

The 2014 Senior Open 
Championship Presented by Rolex 
was one of the most well attended 
in the championship’s history, 
with more than 43,000 spectators 
lining the Porthcawl fairways over 
four days to watch Bernhard 
Danger win the title for a second 
time. 

But the ambition is clear - to 
establish Royal Porthcawl as a 
venue that is capable of hosting 
the even more prestigious Open 
Championship within the next 
decade. 

Coun Mel Nott, Leader of 
BCBC, said: “We are pleased to 
confirm this funding and show our 
support for the 2017 Senior Open 
Championship. 

“The open top bus proved to be 
an extremely useful service to 


ferry fans between the town and 
the course, so we are particularly 
happy to fund that once again. 

“Whether you are a golf fan or 
not, this is an event that the whole 
community should get behind as it 
helps to put Bridgend county 
borough on the map and brings 
significant economic benefits to 
the local economy. 

In 2014, local volunteers, 
residents and businesses showed 
fantastic support and we look 
forward to welcoming everyone 
back to our comer of the golfing 
world again next year.” 

The 2014 championship 
generated an estimated £2.16m for 
the local economy, including 
approximately £l.lm being spent 
on accommodation, £785,000 
spent in shops and cafes, and 
£275,000 spent by event 
organisers on local services. 
Comprehensive TV coverage was 
calculated as being worth £5.2m. 

Coun Nott added: “Golf can be 
used as a major hook to attract 
visitors to Bridgend county 
borough. We are aware of the 


improvements that need to be 
made in order to host an Open 
Championship here, and that is the 
ultimate goal.” 

Some of the biggest names in 
golf played in 2014 including 
Colin Montgomerie, Ian 
Woosnam, Tom Watson, Fred 
Couples and Miguel Angel 
Jiminez. 

The Welsh Government 
reached an agreement with the 
European Senior Tour and The 
R&A for three Senior Open 
Championships to be played in 
Wales between 2014 and 2024. 

Prior to hosting The Senior 
Open Championship, Royal 
Porthcawl hosted the Coral Welsh 
Classic on The European Tour 
three times between 1980-1982, 
and the Wales Senior Open in 
2009, 2010 and 2013; as well as 
the 1995 Walker Cup, featuring 
Tiger Woods, when Great Britain 
and Ireland beat the USA by 14- 
10. Royal Porthcawl will also host 
the Amateur Championship this 
year. 



An open top bus will once again be provided ^-“ "-^^ 

to ferry golf fans between Porthcawl Bernhard Langer stormed to victory in 2014 and 

town centre and the course. hope for similar success in 2017. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


4 - Rent Office & Meeting Space 
in Wales' New Innovation Hub 


Terra Hiarm V'/ay. Peiarth Marina. CFG4 1SA • G2D3 Sid • contact® teirrnannaxDrn 


All-inclusive, air-conditioned offices 
5 star gym facilities & games room 
Super fast 1G internet pipe 



Co-working areas available 
Flexible event space for hire 
24 hour access & security 




Work in a fun, energising and creative environment 

vmw. TecMarina. com 
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YOUNG VOLUNTEERS SEE WHAT 
LIFE IS LIKE IN ‘THE JUNGLE’ 


TWO young women from the Vale 
have been to France to volunteer 
at the notorious refugee camp in 
Calais that has come to be known 
as ‘The Jungle’. 

Becky Dean and Lucy Harrison, both 
22, and former pupils at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, decided to offer 
their time to the UK-based charity 
‘Care4Calais’. 

The two girls are working - Becky in 
Talygam, and Lucy in Bristol - but they 
put aside a week recently to travel to 
France. The obvious question for people 
whose knowledge of ‘The Jungle’ is 
governed by what they see on the news, is 
‘What is it like?’ 

Lucy Harrison addressed this in a 
Facebook post when she returned: 
“Honestly, I'm not sure where to start. 
Many words spring to mind, but I can't 
seem to arrange the contradictory terms 
into anything that makes much sense. 

“One thing I can say, it was uplifting. 

“First off, the Care4Calais volunteers 
are awesome people whose dedication to 
others is so humbling. Despite only having 
four days to offer, we were welcomed with 
open arms into the family. 

“Anyone who knows me would happily 
agree I’m hardly the manual labour type. 
But somehow I was bouncing around the 
warehouse with a hammer, breaking up 
fence panels for firewood within half an 
hour of arriving.” 

Becky and Lucy have been told by 
numerous friends that they were worried 
for them, and that thought did cross Lucy’s 
mind. She said: “As I climbed into the 


Report by 

PHILIP IRWIN 


back of a van for the drive over, I 
wondered whether I should be worried too. 

“On reflection, I can say that I felt 
entirely safe. With the refugees anyway. 

“Not so much around the French police, 
with their water cannons and tear gas. I’ve 
heard appalling stories of brutality that I 
can only hope are untrue. 

“On the other hand. I’ve met some 
wonderful people. Afghans, Syrians, 
Sudanese, whose sunny smiles in the face 
of traumatic pasts and bitter presents are 
nothing short of unbelievable. 

“I’ve eaten at their makeshift 
restaurants, socialised in their makeshift 
bars, and have been treated with genuine 
warmth. 

“There are doctors, lawyers, people who 
have spent fortunes in hopes of finding 
somewhere they're safe and welcome. 
Mothers, children, families broken apart by 
war and terror. 

“People no different from me, besides 
the fact that I was born with skin and a 
passport the colour that the world 
respects.” 

She continued: “This year, Valentine’s 
Day didn’t exactly follow tradition. But it 
was a day I’ll remember forever. 

“It started with a food distribution at the 
Sudanese part of the camp. As ever, we ran 
out of food long before the end of the 
queue. 

“Many were left empty handed. Despite 
this, no one so much as let out a grumble. 
Instead the crowd burst into grateful 
applause and ushered us into their homes (I 


use the word loosely) for tea. Next, we 
fired up the truck stereo with a little reggae 
music. And without further ado, everyone 
began to dance. Language barriers and 
cultural barriers melted away. 

“Indeed, the whole world seemed to 
disappear as we laughed, hugged and 
grooved to Bob Marley. Under the icy rain. 
On the swampy ground. 

“Between little more than tarpaulin 
shacks flapping in the bitter wind. And I 
don't think I've ever felt surrounded by 
more joy. 

“The Calais camp is no jungle. It’s a 
community with so much love and hope. 

“Though my government won't 
recognise their needs, I would proudly call 
these people neighbours. I hope one day 
that I can.” 

Becky told The GEM: “I feel that the 
whole situation gets nothing but bad, 
negative media reports and this is 
something a little bit different and a first¬ 
hand account of what we experienced.” 

She added that she and Lucy are 
planning to return to the camp soon, to 
offer their assistance again. 

Care4Calais was founded by a group of 
UK volunteers with the sole aim of 
supporting the people of the Calais refugee 
camps. Its website describes its core focus 
as ensuring that the 7,000-plus refugees 
are supported directly with a focus on 
providing fresh meals, warm clothing, 
heating arid important legal and medical 
support. A spokesperson said: “We are not 
politicians. We are people like you who 
simply believe that every human has the 
right to be treated in a fair and dignified 
way. ” 


Pupils cheer their rugby Miss 

— even when she is competing against Wales! 




Larissa at an Irish ^friendly’ match with Scotland. 


IRELAND rugby 
international, 
Larissa Muldoon, 
was cheered on by 
Bridgend primary 
pupils she works 
with - even when 
she played against 
Wales in the Six 
Nations 
tournament! 

And when scrum half 
Larissa plays against 
England at Twickenham 
on Saturday, she is 
guaranteed even more 
support from her young 
Welsh fans. 

Larissa (24), who has 
32 caps for Ireland, said 
she is “speechless” after 
the fantastic backing 
from the youngsters she 
inspires though her work 
as an Evolve health 
mentor at Betws and 
Blaengarw primary 
schools. 

“The support has been 
amazing. The children 
backed me when we 


played against Wales! 
They are all very proud 
of me which means the 
world.” 

Larissa runs after¬ 
school rugby clubs for 
years 3-6 and is seeing 
the number of girls 
taking to the sport grow. 
She is also having a big 
impact on the health and 
emotional wellbeing of 
children through 

mentoring, physical 

activity, and wellbeing 
sessions at the two 
schools. 

“It is amazing being a 
positive figure and role 
model in these young 
lives,” she said. “Many 
of them were not 
interested in PE, but what 
we do as health mentors 
has a much broader 
impact than just 
improving the physical 
fitness. We also see a rise 
in school attendance and 
in emotional wellbeing. I 
joined Evolve as I share 
their values of changing 
the lives of young 


children.” 

Acting headteacher at 
Betws Primary, Liz 
Pearce, said the children 
follow every move of 
Larissa’s rugby career: 
“The children backed her 
when she played against 
Wales, but they 
supported Wales in the 
men’s game,” she said. “I 
went to the Ireland and 
Wales warm-up game 
with the headteacher 
from Blaengarw, Terry 
Emanuel, and it was 
amazing to see her play. 

“The children are so 
enthusiastic and proud of 
Larissa. She makes them 
feel valued and special 
by always encouraging 
their strengths. Larissa 
has a remarkable talent 
and her achievements are 
incredible, both for the 
physical and the whole 
wellbeing of the child. 

“We are seeing a 
tremendous difference in 
our children and she is 
even getting the staff 
fitter too, which is good 


for the school. We are 
having a go at races and 
an assault course. She 
has made a positive 
impact on us all.” 

Larissa works two 
days a week at each of 
the two schools. She 
grew up in Donegal and 
played Gaelic Eootball 
initially. At 16, she took 
up rugby and went on to 
play for Ulster under-18s 
and Donegal under-18s. 

She gained a BSc in 
Sports Development at 
Cardiff University and 
coached Cardiff Blues 
and Ospreys rugby 
teams. 


Project HE:RO 
(Health Engagement: 
Real Outcomes) is 
recognised as a reliable 
solution to help pupils 
become happier, 

healthier and take 
responsibility for their 
learning. It does this by 
placing health mentors 
within schools for 
between one and five 
days per week, who 
focus on the social, 
physical and emotional 
wellbeing of pupils, by 
delivering engaging 

activities inside and 
outside of the classroom. 




A French water cannon truck. 


Bridgend Communities 
First celebrates success 


BRIDGEND Communities 
First Lower Cluster recently 
celebrated its success with local 
residents at an event in 
Heronston Hotel, Bridgend. 

The Welsh Government-funded 
Communities Eirst programme, 
managed by BCBC helps people move 
into employment, gain qualifications 
and live active lives. 

A film showed the positive impact it 
has on local people’s lives: 
“Communities Eirst put a series of 
building blocks in place through the 
different courses they run that have 
helped me to feel more confident and 
to deal with a lot of the anxieties that 
have plagued my life” said Michael. 

“Somebody told me about Bridgend 
Communities Eirst and a number of 
free courses they were providing that 
could help me to develop plans for my 


new business,” said Jeni and Cornelly 
Luncheon Club Secretary Diane 
Spanswick said: “10 of our volunteers 
recently passed a food safety course 
run by Bridgend Communities Eirst. 
I’m sure that this played a big part in 
the excellent food hygiene rating that 
we got from the Eood Standards 
Agency.” 

Erom community drop-ins to 
accredited learning to pre-employment 
opportunities, Bridgend Communities 
Eirst works with community groups, 
charities and employers to deliver a 
tailored package to meet residents’ 
needs. 

Working with local employers 
means that participants can gain 
guaranteed interviews for real jobs 
which so far this year, has led to 68 
people receiving employment support 
and helped 10 people into 
employment. 
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NEW AMBASSADORS COME ON BOARD FOR 
THE HIGH SHERIFF’S YOUTH AWARDS... 



New Ambassadors: Court Megan Butcher, 
Ambassador; Megan, deputy Youth Mayor of 
Merthyr; Sasha, Youth Mayor of Merthyr; Felicity 
Ladbrooke; Roy Noble, Ambassador. 


THIS year has seen the 
relaunch of the Mid- 
Glamorgan High Sheriff’s 
youth awards, with new 
Ambassadors now on 
board. 

The scheme gives prizes up to 
£1,000 to young people aged 
between 11 and 21 in Bridgend, 
Merthyr and Rhondda Cynon 
Taf. 

Paralympian celebrity Nathan 
Stevens, and radio personality 
and presenter Roy Noble are new 
Ambassadors, with other well- 


known figures from south Wales 
such as Beverly Humphries, 
Felicity Ladbrooke and Megan 
Butcher, plus the Youth Mayors 
from Merthyr and Bridgend with 
the support of their borough 
mayors. 

A convivial evening was held 
at the home of the chairman and 
founder, Anne Morgan, where 
Jayne James, well-known TV 
presenter and now High Sheriff 
of the county, welcomed the new 
Ambassadors to the scheme. 

She also announced that Kate 
Thomas, Lord Lieutenant of Mid 


Glamorgan, had agreed to 
become patron. 

The awards presentation night 
will be held soon and 11 groups 
and individuals from the county 
will be receiving thousands of 
pounds for acting in a selfless 
and supportive way within their 
communities. 

Money for the awards is 
donated by local companies and 
individuals and presented at an 
evening hosted by sponsors 
Ortho Clinical Diagnostics. 


ADVERTORIAL 


Cloudy2Clear Announce 
Trusted Trader Partnership 


Consumer champions 
Which? have now 
joined the thousands of 
customers who recognise 
that Cloudy2Clear 
Windows really are a 
business that you can 
TRUST. The company 
which specialises in 
repairing windows which 
are steamed up, broken 
or damaged by replacing 
the panes - not the 
frames has received the 
coveted ‘Which Trusted 
Trader’ status after 
going through a rigorous 
accreditation process 
entirely focussed on 
customer service. 

Group Managing 
Director Marcus McGee 
believes that Which? have 
endorsed Cloudy2Clear’s 
long standing company 


policy of delivering the 
highest standards possible 
at all times. ‘Our service 
is simple. If your double 
glazing has misted up we 
can replace the glass at a 
fraction of the cost of a 
new window, in any type 
of frame, and with a new 5 
year guarantee. But it’s not 
just about saving people 
money, although that 
obviously helps. Whilst 
a number of tradespeople 
perhaps don’t focus on 
customer care as much as 
they should do, we make 
sure we turn up when we 
say we will, do the job 
the customer requires and 
leave their house as clean 
as a whistle. 

Locally Cloudy2Clear 
service Cardiff & 
surrounding areas and 


Welsh business owner 
Phil Powell agrees that 
this approach is a major 
factor in his success. ‘The 
truth is that it’s not just 
the personal satisfaction 
that I get from doing a 
good job but also it makes 
good business sense. I get 
a huge amount of business 
from friends and family 
of people I’ve done work 
for, which just goes to 
show how much a little 
bit of effort is appreciated 
as both my customers 
and, obviously a body as 
nationally important as 
Which? now recognise.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or 
damaged give Phil a call 
for a free quotation on 
0800 61 21 118 and he’ll 
be happy to help! 


CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 





Awards panel: Anne Morgan founder and chairman, Gwyn George High Sheriff in nomination for 
2016117; Jayne James, High Sheriff of mid-Glamorgan; Derek Morgan past High Sheriff; Mary 
Squire, administrator and David Davies, High Sheriff in nomination 2017118. 
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Upholstery in The Sale 

“Your style. Your budget, Your needs*' 



Sofas 

were 1799.95 
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25% off 
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& 2 chairs 
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Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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Make a fresh start this spring, give your^ 
existing kitchen a brand new faceiift with our 
unique Kitchen Oenie makeover. 


• No need to empty cupboards • No mess, no fuss 

• Most kitchens completed in o day 

• Choose from Laminate, SoMd Wood or Painted Doors 

• All doors nxide to measure . «■ 


ask about quarhize... 

Th* ilumng quo'** 

Aoes aver yoMt eoiiiting woiklo^ 
Mow duKSbl* ond po«w» IT*"' 
granite ond up to 40% cfieoped 


OIATION 


bvKtaton 


i#Tff 


V 










BRITISH 

MADE 


Ovor 30 yeoK exporioncQ. 
Fcvnfy am bu«r>aes. 
rati desgn servico 


Kitchen Genie 

The kitchen rrokeovef specioists 


*Thtanks lo Kitchen Gen^. our klchen 
woi amosingiy transformod m pust 1 day* 

' ^ VV*. 

. 4' 


www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 01446 688021 

lines Open: hlon • Sot e.OOam Ml 6 OOpm • Sun lO.OOom ttll 4.0Opm 
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1 (HADN’T) BEEN EXPECTING YOU, MR BOND...’ 

‘Double 0-heaven’ as Aston Martin 
leaves Vale ‘shaken AND stirred’! 


by GEM STAFF REPORTER | 


The arrival of 
Aston Martin and 
750 new jobs in the 
Vale is a massive 
shot in the arm for 
manufacturing in 
Wales. 

It is the culmination 
of years of background 
work by the Welsh and 
UK Governments. 

Aston Martin’s 
luxury DBX crossover 
vehicle will be built at 
St Athan from 2020. 

First Minister of 
Wales, Carwyn Jones 
was “thrilled” to have 
fought off competition 
from around the globe. 

“I am delighted to 
officially welcome 
Aston Martin to Wales. 
We have been working 
closely with the 
company for almost two 
years in the face of 
fierce competition from 
other potential sites 
across the world. 

“Our success today is 
testament to the 
reputation, dedication 
and skills of the Welsh 
workforce, all qualities 
that are synonymous 
with such a luxury, 
hand-crafted brand as 
Aston Martin. 

“Today is the start of 
a long-term relationship 
between Wales and 
Aston Martin. We will 
work together in 
building on the strong 
foundations of our 
partnership to nurture a 
prosperous and 
rewarding future for this 
iconic company and its 
skilled workforce in 
Wales.” 

Prime Minister, 

David Cameron said: 
“Aston Martin is an 
iconic British brand and 
the decision to invest 
here shows real 
confidence in our 
economy. 

“With our economic 
strengths and easy 


access to European 
markets, the UK 
automotive sector is 
thriving. It is one of the 
biggest in Europe - and 
the most productive - 
and Aston Martin’s 
creation of up to 1,000 
new jobs in Wales and 
the West Midlands is 
welcome news.” 

EXPORTING 

Occupying around 90 
acres, the new Aston 
Martin facility at St 
Athan will re-purpose 
some of the facilities 
currently in use at the 
site by the Ministry of 
Defence. 

Centred on the 
transformation of the 
three existing ‘super¬ 
hangars’ at MoD St 
Athan, construction 
work is planned to 
commence next year, 
with full vehicle 
production commencing 
in 2020. 

St Athan will be the 
sole production facility 
for the new Aston 
Martin crossover 
vehicle. 

A concept crossover 
vehicle named ‘DBX’ 
was first shown in early 
2015 and demonstrated 
the company’s intention 
for a fast-growing 
segment of the luxury 
market. With growing 
demand for such 
vehicles in markets like 
China and the United 
States, it is expected 
that over 90 per cent of 
the production from St 
Athan will be exported 
outside the United 
Kingdom. 

A crossover vehicle 
combines both sports 
and passenger features. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
hailed Aston Martin’s 
decision to make cars in 
St Athan as a “game 
changer” for future 
local employment 
prospects. 

Mr Cairns said he 
welcomed news that the 



KILN DRIED FIREWOOD LOGS 

HARDWOOD £155.00 each 
SOFTWOOD £126.40 each 
1.2 CUBIC METRE PALLET 
BOTH EXCELLENT PRODUCTS 
Recommended by most log burner installers for quality 
kiln dried logs. Buy the right product from the start. 


''>wood 




Luxury car making is coming to the 


super hangar site in the Vale 


Aston Martin plans to 

‘super-hangars’ on the 
north side of St Athan 
airfield had been 
identified as an ideal 
site after the Prime 
Minister had worked 
closely with Aston 
Martin and the Ministry 
of Defence. 

The Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, said work on the 
Vale’s infrastructure had 
paid big dividends. 

“There could not be a 
stronger vote of 
confidence in the Vale as 
a place to set up business 
than the one we see 
today. 

“It is also a 
vindication of the work 
that this council has 
carried out with Welsh 
Government to improve 
the highway 

infrastructure that serves 
the Cardiff Airport and 
St Athan Enterprise 
Zone. 

“The ‘Cardiff Airport 
and St Athan Enterprise 
Zone’ has long been 
recognised as hugely 
important to the 
economic development 
of the Vale, and as such 
has been central to our, 
and Welsh 

Government’s plans for 
the area. 

“The Vale Council is 
represented on the board 
and plays an active role 
in its work. It is 
fantastic to see this work 
and that of our partners 
now bearing fruit.” 

South Wales Central 
regional AM, Andrew 
RT Davies, said: “This is 
fantastic news for Wales 
and the Vale and comes 
only months after our 
Prime Minister made a 
direct pitch to the 
company to build its 
DBX concept car in St 
Athan. 

“This is once again 
another example of 
David Cameron and his 
Conservative 
Government delivering 
our long-term economic 
plan for the people of 
Wales.” 

SKILLS 

The Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, said attracting a 
company of Aston 
Martin’s stature and a 
long term investment 
represented a real 
achievement. 

“Creating 750 highly 
skilled jobs at St Athan - 
with a further 1,000 jobs 
across the supply chain 
and local businesses - as 
a direct result of this 
investment is a huge 


manufacture its DBX crossover car at St Athan. 


achievement for the 
Welsh Government. 

“I am absolutely 
delighted that St Athan 
has at long last got the 
long-term investment it 
needs from a car 
manufacturer which has 
a 103-year history for 
making hand-crafted 
cars in England - now 
choosing St Athan in the 
heart of the ‘Cardiff 
Airport and St Athan 
Enterprise Zone’ for its 
second manufacturing 
Centre.” 

Plaid Cymru 

candidate for the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Coun Ian 
Johnson, said: “I am 
very pleased that Aston 
Martin have made the 
decision to choose the 
Vale over the English 
Midlands. 

“Locally, we have 
very many skilled 
people with experience 
in the automobile 
industry, which I’m sure 
was a major part of the 
attraction. 

“We need to make 
sure that we aren’t 
disappointed, as we have 
been by previous major 
announcements about St 
Athan that never got off 


the drawing board.” 

Eluned Parrott, 
Regional AM, and 
Welsh Lib Dem Shadow 
Economy Minister 
commented: “This 

investment will have a 
transformative effect on 
our local area and I look 
forward to seeing more 
detailed plans. 

“I hope the Welsh 
Government will work 
with Aston Martin, to 
ensure that the 
maximum effect is felt 
in the local area, so that 
Aston Martin can embed 
themselves in the local 
supply chain to deliver a 
huge benefit to the entire 
area.” 


The impressive facilities at the 
super hangar site at St Athan 
fought off competition from 
England, North America and 
the Middle East. 


BPS update for farmers 

A 

FARMERS in Glamorgan are to Development Programme (RDP) and 
get a basic payment scheme what funds farmers can access, 

(BPS) update at the next including the new window for the 


1.1 ± t_/ OVitjldtittlUiG 1 I ULLViLltUit KJf (Aitt tjL-rtGiflG 

meeting on March 2, in St (SPG). 

Mary’s Hotel, Pencoed Abi Reader, Glamorgan NFU 

(730pm). Cymru County chairman said: “All 

The meeting will receive a full ^ discussing 

policy update on all issues , . . . , 

surrounding BPS payments and the 

new EID Cymru legislation. It will affecting farmers at present and will 

also provide details on the Rural do long into the future.” 

No Barry 
Ash Dump 

D 


bathroom Cmmi 
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Cardiff Bathroom Centre, Hadfield Road, Cardiff CF11 8PW •Tel 029 2034 0861 

www.facebook.conn/bathroonncentrecardiff • e-mail info@cardiff bathroomcentre.com 
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Local Conservatives 
divided over the EU 


THE divisions in 
the Conservative 
Party over the EU 
referendum have 
been highlighted by 
the differing 
opinions of two of 
the party’s big 
Welsh hitters. 

Earlier this week, the 
Prime Minister crossed 
swords with Boris 
Johnson in the House of 
Commons. Johnson 


believes the European 
Union deal isn’t 
substantial enough for 
him to vote in. 

Andrew RT Davies, 
the leader of the 
Conservatives in Wales, 
agrees and told The 
GEM: “In June, voters 
will have a say on 
Britain’s future in the 
European Union for the 
first time in more than a 
generation. 

“Thanks to the 


DAVID PROSSTR&CO 
SOLICITORS 

Wills, Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Probate and Estate 
Disputes & Administration 

WE ARE A LOCAL, WELL 
ESTABLISHED LEGAL PRACTICE 

We will: 

• Be polite and professional 

• Respond promptly to your enquiries 

• Provide clear information on costs 

• Offer home visits where necessary 

Please contact Brendan Sweeney. 
Telephone 01656 645921 

E-Mail: brendansweeney@ 
davidprosser.co.uk 

3 Court Road, Bridgend CF31 1BL 

David Prosser & Co is the trading name of 
DP Law Limited. 


Conservatives, the future 
of our relationship with 
Europe will then be 
placed in the hands of 
the people - not 
politicians. 

“After a great deal of 
consideration, I have 
decided that I will be 
voting for Britain to 
leave the EU. 

“It is my belief that 
our future will be best 
served as part of a 
looser, economic 
relationship with the 
European Union.” 

But Vale MP and 
Welsh Minister Alun 
Cairns, who admits he is 
no fan of the European 
Union, says he will vote 
to stay in. 

He explained: “In the 
2015 general election, I 
stood on a manifesto 
commitment to deliver a 
referendum on EU 
membership. We have 
delivered on that 
promise. 

“Voters in the Vale 
and across the United 
Kingdom will have the 
opportunity to make 
their decision on June 
23. 

“I am no fan of the 
European Union and the 
bureaucracy it imposes. 
After careful 
consideration, however, 

I have decided to vote to 
remain as I believe an 
exit would lead to 
uncertainty at a critical 
time for our economy.” 






Ross and Daniel in training for the marathon. 

Marathon bid 
to raise funds 
for the RNLI 


PORTHCAWL 
RNLI helmsman 
Ross Purchase and 
friend Daniel 
Bridge, are aiming 
to complete the 
Great Welsh 
Marathon at 
Llanelli in April in 
four hours, and 
raise money for the 
RNLI charity. 

Ross (33), who like 
3 5-year-old Daniel lives 
in Porthcawl, said: “I 
have been a volunteer 
lifeboat crew member at 
Porthcawl for 12 years 
and I thought this would 
be an excellent way for 
me to give something 
back to the RNLI. 

“As crew, we train 
twice a week locally and 
occasionally are sent 
away on week-long 


CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

LLANDAFF « CARDIFF 

Outstanding Sc/ioo/for 
Boys and Gir/s ages 3-18 





'The Next Step ’ Careers Eeent 

Year 10 & 11 pupils from other schools are invited to join us for an 
evening of University Preparation & Careers Advice 

Thursday 3rd March 2016, 5.00-7.00pm 

An opportunity to gain an insight into university iife and to network 
with graduates and professionais from a wide range of sectors 

For further details or to book your place free to attend), please contact the Registrar 


Seniors ^ Juniors 

^ Infants O Nursery 

029 2083 8504 


registrar@cathedral-school.co.uk 

wc&dard 

www.cathedral-school.co.uk 

%V;;^°^schools 


courses. All of this is to 
keep us as safe as 
possible when we are 
out on rescues but, of 
course, all training is a 
cost to the charity. 

“We both decided that 
we wanted to raise 
money for the RNLI so 
we have set up a 
‘Justgiving’ account and 
our joint aim is to raise 
in excess of £850 from 
this event.” 

Both Ross and Daniel 
have been training for 
the past six months 
together and can be seen 
regularly running in 
RNLI vests helping to 
promote their cause. 

Daniel, a local 
builder, said: “Ross and 
I first discussed this idea 
while dropping off our 
children at West Park 
primary school in 
Nottage. Then what 
seemed a distant date, 
we now realise is 
approaching fast. 
Nevertheless, we are 
both looking forward to 
running our first 
marathon and raising 
money too.” 

To support both with 
a donation and help 
them in their aim to 
raise valuable money for 
the RNLI charity you 
can log onto 
Justgiving/ross-purchase 
or text Runa59 followed 
by £1,2,3,4,5, or 10 to 
70070 


Energy 
grants 
on offer 

EON is inviting 
charities and 

community groups 
to apply for up to 
£2,000 of funding 
through its Energy 
Action Fund. 

To qualify, groups can 
put forward requests to 
support activities that 
reduce their own energy 
use, help generate energy 
from a renewable source, 
or provide energy 
efficiency advice for 
local people. The 
deadline is Eriday, April 
8 . 

Since its launch in 
2013, fund has 
distributed over £75,000 
to more than 40 
community groups 
nationwide to support 
qualifying energy-related 
projects. 

To access the 
application form, visit 
eonenergy.com/About- 
e on/Community / energy- 
action-fund. 


Porthcawl man 
is jailed for 
supplying drugs 
to 17-y ear-old 


A 56-YEAR-OLD 
Porthcawl man who 
worked as a night 
porter has been 
jailed for 10 months 
at Cardiff Crown 
Court for supplying 
cannabis to a 17- 
year-old youth, 
writes AJSICLUNA. 

Raymond Gent of 
Mackworth Road, 
Porthcawl, admitted 
possessing cannabis with 
intent to supply. 

Neil Bidder QC said: 
“The use of cannabis by 
an adolescent is 
particularly dangerous.” 

He said he accepted 
that Gent didn’t realise 
the youth was 17 and he 
thought he was older. 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg 


said that at about 2.30pm 
on November 4, police 
on Mackworth Road 
became suspicious when 
they saw a teenager 
going into Gent’s flat. 
He returned shortly 
afterwards and admitted 
he’d bought cannabis. 

The police went to the 
flat and immediately, 
Gent was frank and 
admitted he had just sold 
the drugs. 

The officers searched 
the flat and found 38 
bags of cannabis worth 
£520, as well as scales, a 
mobile phone and sealed 
bags. On the phone were 
drug-related text 

messages. 

The police also seized 
£108. 

“He was a common 
street dealer,” said Mr 


Trigg. 

The court heard that 
Gent had previous 
convictions for 

possessing drugs and 
producing cannabis. 

His solicitor, David 
Sedgewick, said Gent 
had been taking cannabis 
for some time. He 
believed that the youth 
was over 18. 

He pointed out Gent 
had no assets and his 
supplying was on a small 
scale. 

“He accepts it was 
foolish and he should not 
have engaged in such 
activity. He is 

remorseful.” 

The judge said the 
aggravating feature of 
this was that Gent 
supplied a 17-year-old. 


Aston /Martin roars 
in — with 750jobs! 

hand-crafted manufacturing 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
Dr. Andrew Palmer, CEO of Aston 
Martin said: ^During our 103-year 
history, Aston Martin has become 
famous for making beautiful hand¬ 
crafted cars in England. 

^'Through a detailed evaluation of 
over 20 potential global locations for 
this new manufacturing facility, we 
were consistently impressed with the 
focus on quality, cost and speed from 
the Welsh Government team. 

^As a great British company, we 
look forward to St Athan joining 
Gaydon as our second centre of 


excellence.’’ 

Prime Minister David Cameron 
hailed it as ^^welcome news” for 
Wales and the Midlands. 

Welsh Eirst Minister Carwyn 
Jones commented: ^^Our success 
today is testament to the reputation, 
dedication and skills of the Welsh 
workforce, all qualities that are 
synonymous with such a luxury, 
hand-crafted brand as Aston 
Martin.” 

(See full story on page 11). 


Speaker recalls air crash 


ON Sunday, March 
12,1950, at around 
3pm, an Avro Tudor 
chartered passenger 
aircraft crashed 
near the village of 
Siginstone, 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

The aircraft was just 
yards from the runway, 
and safety, at Llandow 
airfield. 

The casualty count 
was 80 persons, 75 of 
whom were rugby 
supporters, returning 
from seeing Wales win 
the Triple Crown for the 
first time in 37 years, 
and the five members of 
the crew. 

Remarkably, there 
were three survivors of 
what was, at the time, 
the world’s worst 
civilian air disaster. 

In 1990, local award¬ 
winning TV producer 
Don Llewellyn was 
invited to make a 40th 
anniversary documentary 
about this disaster. 

On Friday, March 4, 
nearly 66 years later, he 
will be talking to the 
Penarth Aviation Society 
about the disaster and 
his part in making the 
documentary. 

Also, how he chose to 
highlight the stories 
from relatives of the 
deceased, rather than just 
concentrating on the 
crash itself (the cause of 


which is still a matter of 
speculation). 

He was able, as a 
result of the programme, 
to pressure the local 
authorities to place a 
memorial in Siginstone 
to those perished in the 
tragedy. 

Why not Join the 
society? We meet on the 
first Friday of the month 
at the Penarth 
Conservative Club, 

7.45pm for 8pm. 


Visitors are welcome to 
attend a meeting and 
sample our hospitality 
prior to joining the 
society. 

For further 
information go to 
Penarth Aviation 
Society’s website 
(www.penarthaviationso 
ciety.co.uk) or facebook 
page 

(facebook.com/penarthav 
iationsociety.co.uk). 


Sassy dreams of 
her own home 

CATS 
Protection 
Bridgend 
adoption 
centre has 
issued an 

appeal on 

behalf of its 
longest- 
staying cat. 

A 

spokeswoman 
explained 
“Sassy is a 10-year-old neutered female, who is 
currently the longest staying cat in the centre. 
She was admitted to us because her owners could 
no longer care for her, due to work changes. 

“Sassy is a friendly, chatty cat, who enjoys 
being around people. Her ideal home would be a 
quiet one with no other pets or children. Sassy is 
finding the centre environment very stressful, 
and is desperate to find her forever home ASAP.” 

The opening hours are Monday to Sunday, 11 
am - 3pm, late until 6.30pm on Wednesdays. 
Please call 01656 724396 or email 

bridgend.manager @cats.org.uk. Visit pages at 
www.facebook.com/cpbridgend. 
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SCOTTWROE 

HEARING 



Celebrating 15 years in Penarth with the opening of our 

new hearing centre! 




The Team 

(from left to right) 

• Scott Wroe 

• Laura Wroe 

• Tonya Sutton 

• Sue Sharp 

• Susan Wroe 

• Alison Roberts 


'Having lost 70% of my hearing, I was very glad but unsure when I was introduced by a friend to Scott 
Wroe. Now some year later I can't thank Scott enough for his excellent, kind and caring service. Without 
his professional help and advice my world would be a silent one instead I can now hear more than I ever 
expected and for that I am most grateful.' Mrs S Smith 

'The aids have given me a new lease of life and I can now hear on the telephone. My children and friends 
cannot get over the change in me. I wish I'd done this years ago! Best wishes Mr Phillips 

Since having hearing aids I have realised how much better daily life can be. I was a little anxious on my 
first visit to Scott Wroe Hearing but need not have worried. Scott was very patient throughout and I am 
pleased with the result. Yours sincerely Eileen Hill 

Many thanks for your wonderful aftersales sen/ice over and above the call of duty! Chris and Doug Hall 

Hearing loss can be a very daunting experience. Fortunately I was lucky enough to be recommended to 
Scott Wroe. With the highly skilled and sympathetic expertise of Scott Wroe I have come to terms with 
increasing deafness and learnt to combat the condition with expert modern technology. I am extremely 
grateful for all the help and up to date information I have received from this excellent firm. Mrs J Thorpe 


On Wednesday 24th February we will be 
celebrating 15 years as an independent 
Hearing Aid Practice in Penarth by opening 
our new practice at 

10 Royal Buildings, Stanwell Road. 

The new practice has the 

very latest testing & fitting equipment 

by world leading audiological equipment 
specialists Interacoustics.The new equipment will 
allow us to provide a more in depth hearing test 
and will now include QuickSin testing which allows 
us to find out your particular ability to hear speech 
in noise helping us to make specific treatment 
recommendations. 


Microsuction ear 
wax removal room 

with ENT chair and 
binaural microscope 


Dedicated 
testing room 

withafull55"wall 
mounted display screen 
enables us to explain your 
hearing loss in more 
detail and show how the 
new technology could 
benefit you. 




Brilliant service in every respect. MrJPMeiklejohn 



We would like to invite you to book in for a free Hearing Test. 

We will be running genuine promotions on the very latest hearing aid technology throughout 
February and March which will all come with a 5 year manufacture warranty and our 5 year 
aftercare plan. If you would like to arrange an appointment please either call in or phone us on 

02920 707760 





y 

















14 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday Eebruary 25th, 2016 





Your advert 


ire 


Go to the GEMIs Twitter page for 
the latest stories and news... 

@gem_news 


Let our expert team look after your Land Rover 
at a fraction of main dealer costs! 


Covering all the 
bases with 

The GLAMORGAN 
GEM 

Advertise your business 
on our website! 


We h3ve 30 years experience m the Land Rover range: 

• We can coifect \iBhicie if required. • Courtesy car avaHabie 

• Fixed once service • Computer diagnostic 

• Repajirs^Srake&SuspensMjn etc • Mot's • Power upgrades 

Call Ian on 02920 890567 


LKvynmllwas Workshop, G^oes Faen, t.iantrisam CF72 8NS 
www.promeclarKlrover.co.uk 


Mum Sarah tackles marathon 


• Over 30,000 
unique users^ 

• Over 45,000 page 
impressions^ 

Support your newspaper advert 
& target your online audience for 
as littleas£45plusVAT. 

Appear online & strengthen 
your business. 

Contact: Jan Irving 01446 774484 

jan.irving@tindlenews.co.uk 

or Wendy Short 01446 774484 

wendy.short@tindlenews.co.uk 

*Figures as of end of January 20 / 6 


deciding on the winner 
as the standard of hedge 
cutting was so high. 

One of the judges 
commented that “one 
could not put a 
matchstick between all 
those entering the 
competition”. It will be 
noted by those driving 
through the Vale of 
Glamorgan that the 
standard of hedge 
cutting is top class, 
which bodes well for 
future competitions of 
this nature. 

The champion this 
year was Lloyd Thomas, 
with James Morgan 


to 


RIGHT: 

Sarah 
gives the 
thumbs-up 
as she 
prepares 
for the 
London 
Marathon. 


Nominations for 
Freedom award 

OVER the past year, Barry Town Council 
has awarded two Barry citizens the 
Freedom of the town, for outstanding 
achievement in their chosen sports and is 
keen to recognise more residents for their 
achievements or contributions to their 
local community. 

Nominations should be in writing and sent to the 
Acting Town Clerk, Barry Town Council, 7 
Gladstone Road, Barry, CF62 SNA with details of 
why the nominee deserves the award. 

“There is no deadline for nominations, as the 
council would consider all nominations received 
throughout the year and may award the Freedom 
more than once in a municipal year,” a 
spokeswoman said. 


help 


PROMEC 

LAN DROVER 

lMdrpen4t«*f»t 

itftidr4iv«r 


Independent Land Rover and 4x4 Specialist 


Do you have a Land Rover Defender/Evoque 
Freelander/Discovery/Range Rover/Sport 
and fed up with main dealer prices? 


fight childhood cancer 


A FAMILY fun day is being organised by 
Once Upon A Play Time, Bridgend, on 
Saturday, March 5 from 9am to 5pm - to 
help raise money for Children with 
Cancer UK and support mum Sarah 
Gardner, who is running the London 
Marathon for the charity. 

There will be facepaints, tattoos, balloon 
modelling, bouncy castles, games and prizes. 

Sarah (43) from Broadlands, Bridgend, is busy 
training hard for the big day and hopes to raise 
(£2,000) through online sponsorship at 
(uk.virginmoney giving .com/sarah-gardner- 


WELSH 

Conservative leader, 
Andrew R T Davies, 
this week hit out at 
news that Vale 
residents face a 3.9 
per cent council tax 
hike. 

The South Wales 
Central AM has said: 
“We all appreciate the 
financial pressure that 
local authorities are 
under following the 
Welsh Labour 
Government’s cuts to the 
budget this year and the 
Finance Minister and 
Vale Assembly Member 


Tory leader in 
call for freeze 
in council tax 


must bear some 
responsibility for this. 

“Householders across 
the Vale are getting a 
raw deal; plain and 
simple. Labour has the 
power to freeze council 
tax in Wales and has 
stubbornly refused - 
again and again.” 

Mr Davies went on: 
“Not only would a 
council tax freeze be a 
huge boost to the local 
economy, we (the 
Conservatives) want to 
put money back into the 
pockets of the people 
who know best how to 
spend it -families 
themselves.” 


SAVMLMBONDS3332016-4159) and fundraising 
activities. 

Children with Cancer UK is dedicated to the fight 
against childhood cancer. It funds lifesaving research 
into the causes, prevention and treatment and vital 
welfare programmes. 

Sarah explained: “After having a dreadful scare 
with my eldest son, who is seven, and then receiving 
the best possible news, I decided to raise money for 
those who are not so lucky. Believe me, I count my 
blessings every day and I just wanted to do 
something for the families who get such devastating 
news.” 

Cancer is the biggest child-killer disease in the 
UK. Almost 4,000 children and young people are 
diagnosed every year and it is on the increase. There 
are more than 50 types of childhood cancer and 
while survival rates for the most common form, 
leukaemia, have increased dramatically over the past 
50 years, for some rare types of cancer, survival rates 
remain at zero. 

To help Children with Cancer UK raise essential 
funds and continue the fight against childhood 
cancer, visit childrenwithcancer.org.uk to make a 
donation or tofind out how to get involved. 


New York award 
nominations for S4C 

FOUR S4C programmes have been nominated 
for a prize at the 2016 New York International 
Film and Television awards. 

Nominated for a children’s/youth programme 
award is Llond Ceg, produced by Green Bay 
Media, which tackles issues which can trouble 
young people. 

Drama Y GwylHHinterland is nominated for a 
crime drama award, for the second series which 
was first broadcast on S4C in autumn 2015. 

Nominated in the national/international affairs 
category is the documentary Dagrau o Waed: 
Rhyfel Corea, a co-production between S4C, 
Awen Media and JTV in Korea. 


Hedge cutting 
tests competitors 
at Llandow 


THE Glamorgan 
Ploughing and 
Hedging Society 
recently held their 
annual mechanical 
hedge cutting 
championship at 
Llandow, by 
permission of Mr 
Tony Evans. 

Participants were 
competing for the Julian 
Sullivan Shield and the 
event was sponsored by 
John Edwards & Son. 

Weather conditions 
could not have been 
worse; rain and high 
winds all day. The 
competitors were at least 
dry and relatively warm 
inside their cabs, but the 
officials and spectators 
had to endure the cold 
and wet conditions. 

The judges, David 
Lloyd and Owen Elliott, 
who had travelled from 
Gower, had a difficult 
task, not only braving 
the elements but also 


placed second and 
Matthew Popham taking 
third place. Rees David, 
James Ford and Tom 
Tougher were each 
highly recommended. 

The society chairman, 
Andrew Studley, 
thanked the officials for 
their hard work and 
especially John Thomas 
of Gileston, for setting 
out the plots and 
ensuring that everything 
went well on the day, in 
spite of the weather 
getting the better of him! 

BG 


^I^HDvcn clcaninj^ 

Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 


HD Computer Solutions 


Call 01446 333330 


Computer & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal • Data Recovery 
Internet & Email Solutions 
Networking 


Thinking of upgrading? We can heip! Caii us for advice. 
Fast, reiiabie iocai service covering Cowbridge, Liantwit 
Major, Barry, Penarth and Bridgend. 

We come to you, home or office. 


No fix No fee 
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Vale 50+ transport 
task group meeting 


Left to right (front row): 
Carol WUliams - member, 
Vanessa Mordin - 
member. Left to right 
(back row): Gilly Davies- 
Chair of Arts, Crafts and 
Leisure Task Group, Don 
Read - vice chair of 
Transport Task Group, 
Ellie Lewis - secretary of 
Transport Task Group, 
Sian Summers-Rees 
director for the 
Community Transport 
Association in Wales, 
Anne Marie Little - Chair 
of Transport Task Group. 


H^MES 

'"'WALES 


#HOMISK>RWALr^ 




CARDIFF 
4 MARCH 2016 


THE Vale 50+ Strategy 
Forum Transport Task 
Group recently held a 
meeting with the 
Community Transport 
Association. 

At the meeting, 22 people 
participated in an interesting 
presentation plus Q&A session 
with Sian Summers-Rees, 
Director for the Community 
Transport Association in Wales. 

The national membership 
association leads and supports 
community transport to be 
successful and sustainable in 
Wales, England, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 

It provides leadership by 
promoting community transport 
and influencing the development 
of better strategy, policy, 
regulations and investment at all 
levels of government. 

It provides support by 


advocating high standards of 
practice and providing advice, 
information, training and hands- 
on support that helps operators 
work to these standards. 

Using everything from mopeds 
to minibuses, typical services 
include voluntary car schemes, 
community bus services, school 
transport, hospital transport, dial- 
a-ride, wheels to work and group 
hire services. Community 
transport is responsive, accessible 
and flexible. 

GREENLINKS 

Don Read, our vice-chair, 
spoke of his past experiences of 
volunteering for East Vale 
Community Transport and 
another Eorum member. Jack 
Hawkins, is currently a volunteer 
driver for Greenlinks. 

East Vale Community 
Transport provides transport for 
local organisations, mainly the 
elderly and disabled in the East 


Vale area. Telephone: 029 2070 
5138 or email: 
eastvale.ct06@virgin.net. 

Greenlinks serves residents of 
the rural Vale for shopping trips, 
social visits, day trips or hospital 
visits. Telephone: 0800 294 1113 
or email: 

greenlinks@valeofglamorgan.gov. 

uk. 

Our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, April 12, and the 
speaker will be Richard Davies, 
operations and commercial 
director Cardiff Bus, who will 
give a powerpoint presentation 
which will include a Q&A 
session. Questions to be 
submitted to me by April 5. 

New members will be made 
most welcome. 

To become a member, or for 
more information on the work of 
the Vale 50+ Strategy forum, visit 
our website www.valeopf.co.uk. 

Anne Marie Little 


C^TREFI 

GYMRU 


#HOM€SfORWALIS 
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CAERDYDD 
4 MAWRTH 2016 



Over 

200 rooms 

available 


First 4 weeks 

1/2 price 


Insurance 

available 

to suit your 
requirements 


We offer BESPOia STORAGE SOLUTIONS to suit you! 



•CONTAINER STORAGE •BUSINESS STORAGE •PERSONAL STORAGE^PICK UP SOLUTIONS •BOXES A WRAPPING MATERIAL 


Atlantic Storage would like to announce the completion 
of the first stage of a new batch of 40 internal units and 20 
external containers at our site on Atlantic trading estate in 
Barry. Units ranging from 30 to 200sq ft. 

There is 24/7 access lifts to the first floor & on site fork 
trucks. We will take in deliveries and place in store. 

Over 60 CCTV cameras cover the whole site operated 24/7 
both internally and externally & monitored alarms offer 
added security for everyone. 

'Been there for 6 months, no problems whatsoever. 

Clean, dust free and staff very helpful.' 

Mr E (Satisfied Customer) 

' / found the company and facilities excellent. Well priced, clean 
and no problems with loading & unloading - very easy.' 

Jason (Satisfied Customer) 

' This facility is fantastic and helped by brilliant staff who are 
always there to help you. Would use again if ever I needed 
storage. 5 stars from me.' 

A White (Satisfied Customer) 


Long or 
shortterm 

flexibility 

available 


We will 
price match 
any written 
quotation! 


24hr 

CCTV&Alarms 

in operation 


014A6677648/U7813134123 

Atlantic House, Unit 8, Atlantic Trading Estate, Vale of Glamorgan, Barry CF633RF 


www.atlanfUsecureselfstorage.co.uk E: info@atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 
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SPONSORED 

BY 


N^l<0 


#BARRYCINEMEMO 

www.memoai1scentre.co.uk 


The GEM 


BARRY’S NEW DIGITAL 
CINEMA & LIVE 
STREAMING THEATRE 



Slimming World 


NEW VENUES: 
Saturdays 8.30am 
& 10.30am 

Castleland Community 
Centre, Belvedere 
Crescent, Barry 
Simone 02920 599001 
Tuesdays 5.00pm 
& 7.00pm 
The Ship (Private 
Entrance), Harbour 
Road, Barry. 

Simone 02920 599001 
Mondays 5.30pm 
Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Rnoose 
Helen 01446 750738/ 
07968 355119 
Mondays 5:30pm 
and 7:30pm 
Tabernacle Church 
Kings Square, Barry 
Lorraine 01446 407002 
Mondays 5:30pm and 
7:30pm 

Elted Avenue United 
Church, Elted Avenue, 
Penarth 

Nia 07793 885581 


Tuesdays 9:30am 
and 11.30am 
Parish ot Our Lady & St 
illtyd, (Catholic 
Church), Ham Lane 
East, Llantwit Major 
Helen 01446 750738/ 
07968355119 
Tuesdays 5:30pm 
and 7:30pm 
Parish of Our Lady & St 
Illtyd, (Catholic 
Church), Ham Lane 
East, Llantwit Major 
Helen 01446 750738/ 
07968355119 
Tuesdays 5:30pm 
Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian, Church 
Hall, Trinity Street, 

Barry 

Joanne 01446 404897 

Tuesdays 6:30pm 
The Old School, South 
Road, Sully CFd4 5TG 
Nicola-01446 740394 
Wednesdays 6:00pm 
Cadoxton Methodist 
Church, Church Road, 
Barry 

Joanne 01446 404897 



sllmrTwngniKSfldjCoajK 


Wednesdays 4:45pm 
and 6:45pm 
St Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-Y-Castell, Barry 
Annamarie 01446 
736534 
Wednesday 
3.30pm, 5.30pm, and 
7.30pm 

Bridgend Deat Club, 
Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend 

Helen-01656 720963 

Thursdays 10.15am 
St Helen’s Church Hall, 
Wyndham Street, Barry 
CF63 4EL 

Nicola-01446 740394 

Thursdays 5:30pm 
Highlight Park 
Community Centre, 

Barry Annamarie 01446 
736534 

iSlrniminq 


What’s on, and where? 


Bingo afternoon 

THE management committee 
of Rhoose Community Hall 
is holding a Bingo afternoon 
on Saturday February 27; 
doors will open at 1.45pm at 
the hall in Stewart Road, 
Rhoose. 

Light refreshments will be 
provided at the half time break 
together with a raffle. Join in 
for an enjoyable afternoon! 

Evening with 
the author 

TICKETS are still available 
from Griffin Books for an 
evening with author Julia 
Forster, who will be 
discussing her latest novel 
with Mel Griffin tomorrow, 
February 26. 

The event takes place at 
Waterloo Tea, Stanwell Road 
at 7.30pm and tickets are £5 
each. 

Barry library 
THE Into Film Club at 
Barry Library is showing 
Roald Dahl’s The BFG on 
February 27, starting at 
11.15am. Suitable for 
children 4+, children four 
and under must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

This is a free event, 
refreshments available for a 
small charge. 

On Crafty Friday - Monkey 
Business, on February 26 from 


4pm - 5pm. Suitable for 
children aged 6-10, there is a 
£1 charge for the session; call 
01446 422425 to book a place. 

Other regular activities 
taking place at the library: 
Bounce & Rhyme every 
Monday, 11am - 11.30am 
(term-time only); a lively 
singing session for children 
from newborn - 12 months. 

Rhyme and Sign (term time 
only) Mondays, 9.45am - 
11am (12 months-i-) and 2pm - 
2.30pm (all ages); enjoy 
rhymes and stories while 
learning basic sign language in 
this interactive session. 

Storytime every Wednesday, 
2pm - 2.30pm; we read a 
selection of our favourite 
picture books in the library, 
followed by a small craft 
session at the end! 

For further information on 
these activities, contact the 
Library and Information 
Service at the Vale Council on 
01446 422425, or visit the 
website at 

WWW.valeofglamorgan .gov.uk. 

Porthcawl 
Farmers’ Market 

ON Saturday, February 27 
the monthly Farmers’ 
Market will take place from 
9am to 1230pm at the Awel 
y Mor Community Hall in 
Porthcawl (behind the fire 
station). 


In addition to the usual 
producers Davies of Dorwen 
will have a selection of 
Highland Cattle beef; Mair’s 
Bakehouse will be back with 
organic French style breads 
and Cerdin Foods will have 
their usual quality pastries. 

Another local producer, 
Emma Richards from 
Porthcawl will be supplying 
Welsh cakes fresh from the 
griddle with jams and chutney. 

Free tax advice 

DO you worry about your 
tax affairs? 

Age Connects Cardiff and 
Vale are holding a free tax 
advice session at the Age 
Connects Senior Health Shop 
on Monday, February 29 from 
9.30am - 11.30am. 

No appointment necessary, 
go along and chat to the retired 
professional tax advisers. 

Contact 01446 732385 for 
further information: home 
visits can be arranged. 

Fairtrade in 
Bridgend 

TO celebrate this year’s 
Fairtrade Fortnight social 
enterprise, SUSSED is 
offering Fairtrade ‘freebies’ 
from February 29 - March 
13. 

The charity Sustainable 
Wales is also holding an all¬ 
day Feel Good Fairtrade 
breakfast and a Big Brew 


afternoon tea on Saturday, 
March 12 above SUSSED, 4 - 
5 James Street, Porthcawl 
(01656 783962). 

“Sample tasty tea, delicious 
coffee or decadent chocolate 
during the entire fortnight in 
SUSSED, development officer 
Alexis Kirsten urged. 

Valeways guided 
walks 

ON March 1, Crwydro meet 
at Ynys Y Barri, the Coffee 
Cove Cafe at 10am. At 
2.30am the Coffee Shop 
Strollers meet at Llantwit 
Major Town Hall car park. 
For further information, 
visit www.valeways.org.uk or 
call 01446 749000. 

Cowbridge Art 
Society 

ON Thursday, March 3, 
there will be a demonstration 
by Cardiff artist Julie 
Shakston, whose theme will 
be Alchemy - Exploring 
Mixed Media. 

The society meets each 
Thursday 7pm - 9pm at Old 
Hall, Cowbridge. 

Visitors and new members 
are welcome (visitor’s fee £3). 
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BACK! 
REOPENl 
FRIDAY 
4TH MARCH 

Doors open 7pm 
- full menu available. 


^ BINGO 

Saturday Evenings 

SUNDAY 

LUNCHES 

in the Ocean Bar lounge 
£6.95 (2 Course £8.95) 

MOTHERING 
SUNDAY ^ 

6th March ^ 
3 Course Lunch £9.95 

(Booking advisable) 




OCEAN LOUNGE 

PORTHKERRY* 


Porthkerry Leisure Park, Rhoose CF62 3ZP 

(01446)710362/711538 

Open: Friday ipm - 12pm. Saturday 12 noon - 4pm & 7pm - midnight. 
Sunday 12 noon - 4pm. 


i 


CAR BOOT 
SALES 

will recommence 
20th March. 

Sellers in Ham - Buyers 12 noon 

ALL WELSH 
RUGBY 
MATCHES 

shown on big screen. 

Half time food 
for all Welsh matches. 


A CH 

ENTER A MENT 




5th March 

STEP IT UP 

Excellent Female Vocal Duo 

12th March 

ROB BATCHELOR 

Excellent Vocal Entertainer 

19th March 

STEVE DERRICK 

Excellent Vocal Entertainer 























Thursday February 25th, 2016_ www,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 17 


JOHN HILLCOAT’S TRIPLE 9 MAKES FOR A 
LACKLUSTRE AND PREDICTABLE OFFERING... 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


VALE MP 

Alun 

Cairns 

has 

welcomed 

the 

introduction 

of 

Universal Credit to 

the area this 

week 

as part 

of 

Government 


welfare reforms. 

The new benefit has 
been trialled across 
Wales and the the rest of 
the UKand is now in 
place for claimants 
locally. 

The MP recently 
visited a job centre in 


E ver since 
director 
John 

Hillcoat broke 
through with 
2005’s The 
Proposition, the 
Australian’s keen 
visual sense and 
bleak world view 
has lent itself to 
some engaging 
films such as The 
Road and Lawless. 

His latest film, Triple 
9, is an ensemble piece 
with a cast full of talent; 
it tells the story of a 
group of criminals 


Bridgend to meet staff 
and claimants to learn 
more about the plans. 

He said: “I am very 
pleased that Universal 
Credit has now been 
introduced in Barry and 
the rest of the Vale. 

“Universal Credit is a 
revolution in welfare - a 
system that, for the first 
time, supports people 
both in and out of work. 

“Already, people 
across the country are 
benefiting from the 
greater flexibility that 
Universal Credit 

provides,” he claimed. 


and corrupt cops who 
are being blackmailed 
by the Russian Mafia, 
led by Kate Winslet’s 
Irina. 

The group are tasked 
with pulling off an 
ambitious heist, 
involving the murder of 
a cop (played by Casey 
Affleck), the ‘triple 9’ 
of the title, that can be 
performed when the 
police rush to the 
murder scene. However, 
all does not go to plan, 
and soon allegiances 
and relationships are 
tested... 

It appears that in the 
world of film, there are 
very few decent police 
officers around; after 
all, the number of films 
made about corrupt, 
‘dirty’ cops far 
outweighs the ones 
made about good, 
honest and decent men 
with a badge. 

So Triple 9 is hardly 
breaking any new 
ground with its story of 
police officers working 
alongside criminals, yet 
can such a shopworn 
narrative yield anything 
fresh and exciting? 

The answer is, 
unfortunately, no - a 
surfeit of wonderful 
actors failing to 
energise what is a rather 
dull and un-engaging 
film that, given the 
talents of those involved 
in front and behind the 
camera, feels like a 
missed opportunity. 


It starts so well, a 
bank heist that wastes 
no time in picking up 
pace delivered with skill 
and dexterity; but what 
unfolds after this, bar 
another couple of well- 
realised heist sequences, 
is a rather rote and 
lifeless story that not 
even this stellar cast can 
rescue. 

Given the ensemble 
nature of the film, 
there’s a raft of 
performances, some of 
which are merely 
extended cameos with 
little or no substance 
(Norman Reedus, Gal 
Gadot), and some of 
which just fail to land. 

The problem is we’ve 
seen these actors in 
these situations before, 
the casting feeling 
predictable, and even if 
the likes of Chiwetel 
Ejiofor, Casey Affleck, 
Anthony Mackie, 

Woody Harrelson and 
Aaron Paul offer up 
decent turns, there’s 
nothing here that's new 
or different (Paul in 
particular is merely 
channelling his 
Breaking Bad character 
without the wit). 

Even those who are 
playing against type to a 
degree, like Kate 
Winslet’s Russian mafia 
boss, don’t really 
resonate, feeling a little 
too arch and trying too 
hard. With so many 
characters, there’s not 
one performance that 


stands out, hardly a 
criticism of an 
ensemble, but there’s 
nothing overly 
memorable to see either. 

John Hillcoat has 
delivered a pretty solid 
CV thus far in his 
career, but this is a film 
that is oddly lacking in 
his distinctive visual 
sense and tone. While 
the film shares the 
bleakness that has been 
a key component of his 
work so far (there are 
very few smiles cracked 
in this film), it doesn’t 
feel like a John Hillcoat 
film. 

Instead, it draws its 
inspiration seemingly 
from no end of better 
films that skirt around 
the same subject matter, 
whether it’s Training 
Day or any of David 
Ayer’s Los Angeles-set 
police films like Harsh 
Times, End of Watch or 
Street Kings. 

Six years ago, this 
script was included in 
‘The Black List’, 
Hollywood’s list of the 
best unmade scripts. 

You can only think that 
its journey from page to 
screen was not as was 
intended, as it seems 
hard to believe that 
something that sticks so 
close to what has gone 
before in terms of this 
genre would be given 
such high praise. 

While the initial 
concept is interesting in 
itself (the murder of a 


policeman, means that 
all available police 
would chase down the 
perpetrator, meaning a 
window of time for a 
heist to take place), it 
hasn’t been fully 
realised into a film with 
any great depth. As a 
result. Triple 9 makes 
for a thankless film. 


VERDICT: Given 
the raft of talent. Triple 
9 should be a 
coruscating and hard¬ 
hitting thriller. 

In actuality, it’s a 
film that feels all too 
predictable, with 
cardboard cut-out 
characters brought to 
life by actors who try 


their best but just end 
up playing to type. John 
Hillcoat’s direction 
lacks his distinctive 
mark, and overall this is 
a film that just feels 
lacklustre. 
Disappointing. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: (1995), 

Training Day (2001). 


Mayors’ get together! 



The Vale youth mayor Daniel Marshall (a pupil at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School), the Vale Mayor, and deputy youth mayor 
Bronwen Lloyd (a pupil at Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Morgannwg). 

THE Mayor of the Vale of “congenial discussion” about his 
Glamorgan, Conn Fred Johnson, ceremonial and charitable role, 
recently welcomed the Youth and gained further insight into the 
Mayor, Daniel Marshall, and ^ ..i, j 

deputy Youth mayor, Bronwen role of the youth mayors, and 
Lloyd, to the Mayor’s parlour for youth cabinet, 
an informal meeting. He invited them to future civic 

Conn Johnson said he enjoyed a events and visits. 


MP welcomes 
roll-out of 
universal credit 



FUND RESEARCH 

BEAT CANCER SOONER 

Did you know there is now a Cancer Research UK 
shop irt Cowbridge? Pop m, donate or buy quality 
Kerns and help fund life-savirtg research. 

Thanks for your support. 




cruk.org 


€ 


CANCER 
RESEARCH 

UK 
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Designer furniture for every room at prices everyone can afford 



HALF PRICE 
PLUS 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 


ENDS SUNDAY 


Fully Reclining Sofa only £499 



v. v. . -. .. 'L 




IMPERIO 

Ccttecim. 

Stunning collection of designer 
Imperio bedframes from only £299 
Exclusive to FWHomestores 


Sofas. Dining. Beds. Bedroom. Accessories 


The Must Have brand for your home 


NEW 

1 Like us on ^ ^ 

I facebook MONDAYS 

D Open .ill Spm takeu pf^ 

■■ ¥V\/ ■ iJJO 


homestor^es 

Ci&t lock- for [eesi 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

vvww.fwhomestores.co.uk 


months 

FREE credit 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.30am - 8.00pm 
Tue - Thur: 9.30am - 6.00pm 
Fri - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Community libraries, 
and the battle over 
the Barry boundary 


1 WOULD like to 
use my 
February 
column to publicly 
offer my sincere 
thanks to those 
community groups 
in Dinas Powys, 
Sully, Wenvoe, St 
Athan and Rhoose, 
who have come 
forward and 
worked with the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council to develop 
business cases that 
could secure the 
future of their local 
libraries. 

The council has been 
working with these 
groups since May 2015 
to help them prepare to 
take over the running of 
their local libraries. 
Their enthusiasm 
throughout the process 
has been a significant 
factor in driving the 
project forward - and it 
is due largely to their 
energy and commitment 
that we are now at a 
point where the legal 
agreements to transfer 
the libraries to their 
community can be 
drawn up. 

It has been nearly two 
years since the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
agreed the strategy to 
establish a sustainable 
library service for the 
county. 

A great deal of work 
has been undertaken 
during this time to make 
sure that not only are 
these five libraries 
transferred to the right 
groups within the 
community, but also that 
these groups are in a 
position to develop the 
libraries to cater to the 
specific needs of their 
communities. 

For the last eight 
months, we have been 
working with the five 
groups to help them 
develop their plans for 
the libraries and have 
provided them with both 
training and support. 

If the transfer of the 
libraries is now able to 
go ahead, as everyone 
involved intends, the 
council will support 
them by spending up to 
£100,000 on upgrading 
the five buildings and 
helping the five 
community groups to 
begin running them for 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 
by Conn 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of 
Ihe Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 



themselves. 

We will also continue 
to provide support to 
them as agreed. My 
cabinet colleagues and I 
have no doubt that these 
groups will prove to be 
excellent custodians of 
these much valued assets 
and we look forward to 
working with them for 
many years to come. 

Much negative 
comment has been made 
about our decision to 
look for these alternative 
community facilitators 
and in this case maintain 
and safeguard these Vale 
libraries, but I feel I 
must reiterate one key 
point that my cabinet 
colleagues and I have 
made many times. 

It has never been our 
desire, or that of the 
council, to see libraries 


clearer its opposition to 
the building of houses at 
these sites and that is 
why we took them out of 
the previous council’s 
draft LDP. 

We have always 
maintained that while 
there can be no 
argument that the Vale of 
Glamorgan needs more 
homes to meet the needs 
of families and to fuel 
the area’s on-going 
regeneration, there is no 
justification for 
extending the settlement 


effort in finding a way to boundary of Barry. 


keep services operating 
as we have with our 
libraries. So, once 
again, I would sincerely 
thank those who have 
helped in achieving this 
goal. 

Weycock 

FEBRUARY has also 
seen the fruition of 
another long-running 
political commitment 
on behalf of this 
administration to 
prevent the building of 
hundreds of houses at 
Weycock Cross and 
Walters Farm in Barry. 

Nearly three years 
after the initial planning 
application for up to 200 
houses at Weycock 
Cross was rejected by 
the Vale Council, I was 
delighted to receive. 


in the Vale of Glamorgan earlier this month, the 


close altogether. 

Regrettably, the 
stark reality was (and is) 
that we could not and 
cannot continue to 
provide the same level 
of service as we did in 
the past, while facing the 
level and magnitude of 
the funding cuts imposed appeal, brought by the 
on the council by central developer of an 
Government, . ‘ 


decision of the 
independent Planning 
Inspector who had 
dismissed the subsequent 
appeal brought by the 
housing developer. 

I was equally glad 
when a little over a week 
later a separate planning 


It was clear then, and 
it is even more evident 
today, that we cannot 
continue to support 
every facility in the 
same way that we have 
in the past. 

Therefore, we will 
continue to look at 


additional 200 houses on 


While on the subject 
of this administration’s 
commitments, I would 
like to make it clear that, 
unlike our political 
opponents, we do not 
claim things we have not 
achieved. 

I am sure others will 
claim the above result at 
Weycock Cross was 
down to them, but 
clearly it was down to 
the council’s stance in 
rejecting the plans. 

I, therefore, find it 
regrettable that our MP 
(as an example) also 
claims to have 
regenerated the town and 
Barry Island, when in 
fact he has not. 

Perhaps if he 
continues to make such 
claims and does so 
again, he can explain 
exactly how it was 
done? 

I’d certainly be 
interested. 

Fantastic 
job by staff 

I’d like to close my 
column with another 
thank you - this time to 
the staff working in the 
council’s highways team 
who did a fantastic job 
to keep the Vale moving 


the neighbouring Walters during this month’s 


Farm site, which had 
also been rejected by the 
council, was dropped. 

This also comes after 
the nearby area of 
woodland and open land 
became protected by 
being designated as a 


services that may be able Site of Special Scientific 
to be adapted, changed Interest (SSSI). 


or provided in a different 
way and will work with 
other partners to keep 
services operating, albeit 
in a different way. 

We will have to 
continue to adopt these 
practices in the coming 
years, as our resources 
diminish. 

We will also continue 
to commit time and 


This appeal decision 
confirms and vindicates 
our stance that the 
settlement boundary of 
Barry should not be 
encroached upon and 
protects the area around 
Weycock Cross. 

This administration 


could not have made any of all of us. 


storms. 

The team cleared no 
fewer than 28 fallen 
trees and branches in 
one day alone, as they 
responded to call-outs 
from Wenvoe to Llandow 
and many places in 
between. 

As always, they did a 
wonderful job... let’s 
hope their emergency 
response skills aren’t 
called upon again 
anytime soon - but if 
they are, we know they 
will do as good a job 
again! 

Thank you, on behalf 


Animal charity 
offers support 

ANIMAL rescue organisations in Barry 
are being urged to nominate themselves to 
receive financial support from animal 
charity, Support Adoption For Pets. 

Since being established in 2006, it has helped over 
920 rehoming centres and animal welfare 
organisations across the UK by awarding grants and 
running fundraising campaigns with Pets at Home. 

The charity, along with store colleagues at the 
Barry Pets at Home store, is calling on local animal 
charities, rescue centres and welfare organisations to 
contact them and nominate themselves to join the 
charity partnership scheme. 

Contact Support Adoption For Pets at 
info@ supportadoptionforpets .co .uk. 


An Island talk 
grips members 


DESPITE the bad 
weather, February’s 
monthly meeting of 
Barry Friends and 
Neighbours at Beryl 
Road Pioneer Hall 
was attended by 
some 50 members 
including a few new 
ones, who were 
made welcome. 

Peter Sampson from 
Flat Holm Society gave 
an interesting and 
amusing talk, including a 
slide show which showed 


the island at various 
seasons through the year. 

He kept the group 
engrossed throughout the 
talk and answered 
questions. 

Members are looking 
forward to the March 
meeting, which will be 
an Easter party with 
entertainment from Barry 
Male Voice Choir and 
Easter bonnet 

competition; contact 
01446 400044 for further 
information. 

GF 
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OUR BEST EVER TRIPLE 
GLAZED WINDOW 



Made to measure and installed within 3 weeks 
Make your home warmer and more energy 
efficient, whilst saving money on energy bills. 


HOW MUCH DOES TRIPLE GLAZING COST? 


4 WINDOWS ANY SIZE' only £2,995.00 
6 WINDOWS ANY SIZE' only £4,488.00 
8 WINDOWS ANY SIZE' only £5,899.00 


1 YEAR INTEREST FREE 

Pay nothing at all for 1 year after installation 




All of our prices include 
VAT ft installation 


All our windows and doors are fitted 
within just 3 weeks of ordering 


No deposit to pay 
EVER 



G2S WALES 


Mirr Of on moup 


Call FREE 24/7: 


01656 668835 


VIEW OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE AT: www.g2sgroup.co.uk 

Visit our stunning showroom open 6 days a week: Unit 1, York Park^ Chepstow RdL Bridgend lod. Estate Bridgefxi CF31 ITO. 


WINDOWS ♦ DOORS ♦ COWERVATORIES ♦ BIFOlO DOORS ♦ FRENCH DOORS ♦ PORCHES ♦ PERGOLAS ♦ SOFFITS & GUTTERING 


1 sMftMftiMeiielWAdHtMiiMy f iwiiMM afigipfdMMudf 1 fMflle fMsftRieifK 

•• IftA^DDMftiAedrManftigaBMM r toSiroinMIaito Mef IMAM 

lltraiMtflaftfW Mi aai«ifv#i| lk»M avialiaNi fMMaa Mtikla llliftwAk Ctogtia aifi MrnM MdMM M|M0.tMAO^ at wdldlt ftaaeilfh 

iia^iai»l%isMa.iitniaaaftiaada ia »a » ftBaftaveiwdlr«ftB a aii^^B#ta»iaiiift«dadfd^pia^ftMfcaiaalh 
fawrftota^rwei «f MBdWf^aad3aM»ftaMi.e alaie—iiei[ fai i » eitiw i n i ba Nc Cl^|4BdWNaBpa)at%»Uaa#fteaftMideitf aadWi li tv^wid (ioadMtftaie«^^MaMd1a«a»%pNr Hair 
a^aadiaw^ lint tgiaad rmw I CkaMinitA la^df 99 fftaCS fWpaaanfti ^aaR^^ayafci—anaftaftM flDf 
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I DON’T MISS OUT I 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

Nvinbor of WifNiaws 

BUYNOW 

PAY IN 2017! 



ATMPN WINDOWS YOU CAN 
EXPECT QUALITY AND THE 
FOLLOWING AS STANDARD: 

m WORLD FAMOUS YEKA SUPER EFFICIENT 
A RATED VONDOWS & DOORS TRAT SAVES YOU 
MOREY QN YOUR FUH BILLS WITH A 
10 YEAR CUARAWTEf. 




! OUR TOP QUAUTY SOLIDOR DOORS ARE 

PROBABLY THE BEST COMPOSITE DOORS IN WALES. 

WHY IT*S THE BEST COMPOSITE OOOR ON THE MARKEH 

• The ooN hardwood cone compoate door on fie marKeC 

•4^»»®boIic' timber COTB 
•Hig^ largest Ofodbcdn the tiK 

« Almnsl 1 D% thicker fnn most compOKii; doors 

• W>de rage Of sTule and frame colours 

• Choose from over t0.400 ooiour opdone 

» Oieruy effk^enf Oodt^and f iple ur^ 

» 12 ymr ng guanrttKf 3 



12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

NffnBor of WiiNtows 

Cost|wr 

Week 

4WWOOWS 

FROM £5.69 

MW see. MAX 1 w ohie upvc 


SWMKIWS 

ANTSSEUAXIOfCNERNIIHTE UfVC 

FROW £7.11 

B WINDOWS 

Ar/r SUE MAX 1 CICNER WIIHTE UPVC 

Fftaw £8.53 

I 7WWOOWS 

wr SS. MW t n aMTE U(VC 

FRW £9,96 

8 WINDOWS 

ARY a2L NMX t OfWI NNim UIVC 

FROM £11.38 

9 WINDOWS 

MIY 92. MW 1 NVIWtl urv: 

wi* £12.80 

19 WINDOWS 

MiY 92 MW t orei&i nmncTE UfVC 

w* £14.22 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

CofiMirvalorv 

Cooper Week 

3MX3M 

oMHuiMv Rill nnij ncai luaiiURMC 

from £39.27 

I 4M X3M 

OmBWierR RID RTTH HCRI RtDICmC 

FROM £43.62 

5MX3M 

ammTtlR RJLil Rrr» IlCai KtDMBtMHS 

FROM £46.52 

5MX4M 

QMN^icfp Rill RHLi fcai luJAiiwiee 

FROM £49.43 

6MX4M 

omiiMicip Riii nnti ncai imoictnec 

FROM £58.16 

RU out CMteiVRTORIIB OHIf FVliy PlAiTBiai. TlfiD MnH FREf RRHAIOR IMBTRUie 
■m ipfc scamiK iniiiCB nmo as sTMeiii» a«o iiiir mins 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

Door 

Cost per Week 

SOUOOR COMPOSITE DOOR 

tMlKA 

FROM £2.76 

SOUDON COMPOSITE DOOR 

authfmjqht 

FROM £3.18 

SOUDOR COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 
SCCSCMDI 

FROM £4.06 

SOUDOR COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 

ISItXltDK 

FROM £4.93 

SOUDOR COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 

2SOE£CICB6aCAMNLiHT 

FROM £5.38 

GARAGE LOn CONVERSIONS 

FROM £21.80 


OPEN 9AM TO 9PM • 7 DAYS A WEEK 


SHOWROOMS AT; 


'Osiiv/ 



10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
next door to Halfords on Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 BAP 

CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 493212 
BRIDGEND 01656 648 464 



WE SUPPLY ALL TYPES OF UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 
■■I L AWARDED BEST DOUBLE GLAZING COMPANY IN WALES BY NETWORK VEKA [79?^ 

^ • www.mpnwindows.com 

• BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR • BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR • BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR • 


BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR • BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR • BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR • BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR 
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GOLF SOCIETY HOLDS 
PRESENTATION EVENING 




Porthcawl 

Museum 

coffee 

A WARM welcome 
awaits you at Porthcawl 
Museum’s St David’s 
Day coffee morning on 
March 4 at the Y 
Centre, John Street, 
Porthcawl, from 
1030am to 12pm. 

Entry is £1.50 at the 
door, to include 
tealcoffee and home 
made Welsh cakes. 
There will also be a 
raffle, tombola and quiz. 
We look forward to 
seeing you there. 



THE Glamorgan 
Farmers Golf 
Society (GFGS) 
presentation was on 
Friday, February 19 
at the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge and 
were as follows: 

February: Martyn 

David of Southemdown, 
sponsored by Mr Glyn 
Watts-Jones; March: 
Brian Jones of Cottrell 
Park (Mackintosh), 
sponsored by Gaskell & 
Walker; April: Clive 
Thomas of Llanishen, 
sponsored by SigmaS 
Kitchens and Bathrooms; 
May: Aubrey Bowen of 
Fairwood Park, 

sponsored by Mr Mark 
Rees and family; June: 
Bryan Owen of Knowle, 
sponsored by Payton, 
Jewell & Caines; July: 
Jim Haynes and Glyn 
Watts-Jones of The 
Grove, sponsored by 
Maesglas Veterinary 
Group; August: Aubrey 
Bowen of Creigiau, 
sponsored by Anthony 
Brown & Co; September: 
Bryan Owen of Morlais 
Castle, sponsored by 
Arthur John & Co; 
October: Mike King of 
Monmouth Golf Club, 
sponsored by Kelly & 
Harris, NFU Mutual; 
November: Trevor 

Wooding of Llantrisant 
and Pontyclun, 

sponsored by Herbert R 
Thomas & Co; 
December: Dan Jarvis of 
RAF St Athan, sponsored 
by St Athan Society 
members; J anuary: 


Gareth Perkins of Pyle 
and Kenfig, sponsored by 
Llanharan Concrete Co 
Ltd. 

The David Evans 
(Agriculture) Ltd trophy 
played in Torbay was 
won by Chris Watson. 

The Hibbee Trophy 
was won by Aubrey 
Bowen with 39 points at 
Creigiau in August. 

The Nipper Jewell 
Knock Out Cup was won 
by Dan Jarvis; runner-up 
Neil McLean. 

The President’s Putter 
with 249 points was won 
by Aubrey Bowen. 

TMC 


Porthcawl up to 
second after win 

PORTHCAWL RFC took to third penalty Porthcawl needed to 

the road again on the day 
when this was game against 
Vardre was the only match 
played in the division, due to 
the shocking weather. 

Playing attractive football from the 
outset, the Seaweeds’ approach belied 
the conditions to race into what turned 
out to be an unassailable half-time 
lead. 

Vardre drew first blood with a 
penalty from fly-half Johnnie Evans 
but with the visitors’ pack showing a 
welcome cohesion, it was lock Nick 
Nutman, showing fine form, who 
twice profited from driving lines-out 
to bag a fine brace of tries, one of 
which was converted by Scott Go van 
whose reliable boot also added a 
penalty. 


consolidate their effort and subsequent 
superiority and they did so in fine 
style as James Phillips notched try 
number three, with a fine effort, again 
improved by Govan for 6-22. 

A further six points from Evans’ 
trusty boot with another two penalties 
brought Vardre within a converted try. 

However they never looked like 
securing the score as Porthcawl’s 
resistance was just too strong for the 
home side. 

So it proved to be as Porthcawl 
emerged with the spoils on a day 
better suited to ducks than players 
trying to play decent rugby and both 
teams should be commended on 
providing such entertainment in 
atrocious conditions, the final score 
24-15. 

Porthcawl, now second in the table, 
Vardre bagged a second penalty but will next play during the break in the 
Porthcawl led 6-15 at the break. Six Nations schedule on March 5, as 

Evans’ boot was keeping Vardre in they welcome Dai Morris’ Rhigos to 
the match and when he kicked his South Road. PF 


Wales Rugby League 
in link-up with 
Cardiff Met University 


WALES Rugby 
League have forged 
links with Cardiff 
Metropolitan 
University to 
further develop 
links between the 
university and 
community games 
in Wales. 

As of this week, WRL 
National Development 
manager Idris Evans will 
have an office space 
within the Student’s 
Union at Cardiff Met 
and will work closely 
with students at the 
university to develop a 
pathway for their 
development within the 
game as well as a 
pathway for students to 
support the development 
of the community game. 

This will include 
working closely with 
Cardiff Met head coach 
Andy Lindley to ensure 
that talented players 
within the university are 
signposted to pathways 
such as representative 
student honours with 
Wales, South Wales 
Scorpions and their 
reserves, the three 
Conference League 
South sides in Valley 
Cougars, Torfaen Tigers 


£1,000 windfall 
for support group 

WALES & West £1,000. Calan DVS 
Housing has provides a variety of 

donated £1,000 to individuals - 

^ .L* men, women and 

Calan Domestic - who are 

Violence Service, to experiencing domestic 
help women and abuse and we rely on 
children donations and 

experiencing fundraising to provide 

dnmoKtic ahuKo in additional support 

aomestic abuse m 

the Bridgend other funding, 

county borough. “The donation will be 

The annual charity used to provide 
donation saw a total of 12 emergency essentials for 
support groups, women and children 

including Calan DVS, seeking refuge, 

receive £1,000 each in Erequently this is a time 
areas covered by Wales of crisis and in fleeing 
& West. their homes they can 

Julia Richardson of arrive in just the clothes 
Calan DVS said: “We they are wearing, or with 
were delighted to receive a few belongings 
this surprise donation of grabbed hurriedly.” 


and West Wales Raiders 
as well as the 
community clubs such 
as Cardiff City Rugby 
League, Bridgend Blue 
Bulls and Aber Valley 
Wolves. 

Students will also be 
supported to develop 
their knowledge and 
leadership within the 
game such as 
completing coaching 
qualifications, 
refereeing badges, 
safeguarding courses 
and also the opportunity 
to work closely with 
schools and community 
clubs to develop their 
coaching knowledge and 
skills. 

Wales Rugby 

League’s national 
development manager 
Idris Evans said: “I am 
delighted to have been 
given the opportunity to 
work within the 
university setting; it 
provides a great 
opportunity for Wales 
Rugby League to ensure 
that students can 
progress into the 
community and 

professional game as 
well as having young 
players in our junior 
leagues seeing what the 
university has to offer. 

“By working closely 
with the Student’s Union 
and the rugby league 
side, we can ensure that 
players get every 
opportunity to play 
rugby league at 
whatever level they 
aspire towards, whether 
that be playing for the 


university side or within 
the community and 
professional set up.” 

Cardiff Met’s rugby 
league head coach Andy 
Lindley added: “By 
WRL having a presence 
at the university, it 
means our student 
population have a more 
visible pathway if they 
want to play more rugby 
league. It will also allow 
the players to learn 
about the game and 
educate themselves 
while also gaining 
valuable coaching 
experience ready to 
progress into the world 
of work when they 
graduate as well as 
testing themselves 
physically and finding 
their limits as 
individuals. 

“There’s a Student 
World Cup in Australia 
next year. It would be 
great to have a handful 
of Cardiff Met players 
on the plane and the link 
with WRL will only 
provide the players with 
another opportunity to 
develop their skills and 
knowledge and better 
their chances of being 
there. There’s no better 
opportunity to test your 
skills than playing 
against other nations at a 
World Cup.” 

For more information 
about Cardiff Met Rugby 
League please contact 
club captain Liam 
Curnow on 

liam_curnow@ 
hotmail.co.uk. 

IG 


Maesteg PACT 

LLANGEINOR PACT, Wednesday, 
March 2 at the Richard Price Centre at 
5.30pm. 

BRYNCETHIN PACT, Wednesday, March 2 at 
Nazareth Chapel at 6pm. 

SARN/BRYNCOCH PACT, Monday, March 7 at 
Sarn Life Centre at 7pm. 

OGMORE VALE/NANTYMOEL PACT, Eriday, 
March 18 at Dinam Close sheltered accommodation 
at 7pm. 

BLACKMILL PACT, Tuesday, March 22 at 
Lewistown Tenants’ and Residents’ Association at 
6pm. 

MAESTEG EAST/WEST PACT, Monday, March 
28 at Cwm Calon Day Centre at 6pm. 

BETTWS PACT, Thursday, March 31 at Bettws 
Life Centre at 5pm. 
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The Glmnoi^aii OEM 

Food For Thought... 


Eating out with children 

- AN EXPERT ADVISES 


E ating out with kids - is it all too 
much of a hassle? Lisa Salmon of 
the Press Association has some 
useful tips... 

When you take the kids out for a meal, you’re a 
lucky - and unusual - parent if they plump for a 
dish other than the standard favourites of either 
chicken nuggets and chips or pizza. 

Research suggests that two thirds of children 
always order the same thing in restaurants - 
behaviour unwittingly fuelled by their parents, as 
more than a third (37 per cent) of mums and dads 
admit to ‘habit eating’ by ordering the same meal 
when dining out. 

The research, by the Japanese restaurant chain 
YO! Sushi, found that the top five meal choices for 
primary school-age children are, unsurprisingly: 

1. Chicken Nuggets and Chips. 

2. Pizza. 

3. Pasta. 

4. Fish and Chips. 

5. Burgers. 

But more than two thirds of parents admit they'd 
like their child to have a broader food repertoire 
and be more adventurous with what they eat. 

Clinical psychologist Dr Gillian Harris of 
Birmingham University, an expert in food refusal in 
children, points out that children like chicken 
nuggets and chips because the meal tends to look 
the same every time, with a manageable texture, 
while pizza is often seen as a treat food. 

“If something is slightly restricted or is deemed a 
grown-up food, kids are more likely to eat it,” she 
says. 

“Parents have a tendency to go out and order the 
same thing in restaurants. They need to be a bit 
braver, to set their children a good example, so it’s 
more likely that they too will try something 
different.” 

However, even if parents do try to vary their 
own choices in restaurants, the research revealed 
that a quarter of them wouldn’t let their children try 
a new dish when eating out if they were unsure 
their child would like it, with 45 per cent stating 


The 


STAR INN 


Wick 



SUNDAY LUNCH 


SET MENU 

Homemade soup of the day 
Homemade Pate 
Prawn Cocktail 
MAINS 
Roast Beef 
Roast Pork 

^^^^^Breast of Chicken 

All served with roast and boiled potatoes, a 
selection of fresh vegetables and a Yorkshire 
pudding. (Please ask for vegetarian option) 

DESSERTS 

Please see the desserts board ^ 
or ask a member of the team 
1 Course (BeeffPork/Chicken) £8.95 • Lamb £9.95 
2 Courses (BeeflPorklChicken) • Lamb £12.95 
3 Courses (BeeflPorklChicken) £32.95 • Lamb £14.95 
ALTERNATIVELY 

D Homemade Pie of the day - £10.95 

In-house Beer Battered Cod - £950 


01656 890080 

Ewenny Road, Wick CF71 7QA 
www.THESTARINNWICK.coM 


that they'd rather their kids chose something they’ll 
definitely eat. 

And this unwillingness to let children try new 
foods is reflected in many parents’ lack of 
persistence when it comes to introducing different 
foods at home. 

The survey revealed that if a child refuses a 
particular food, more than two thirds of parents 
would only sometimes try to introduce it again. 
Nearly half would only encourage a child to try a 
new food three to five times, and a third would just 
try once or twice before giving up. 

Dr Harris, who helps run the Birmingham Food 
Refusal Service, says: “Clinical research has shown 
that it can take up to 10 tastes for a new food to be 
accepted by a child. 

“I would recommend persevering with one or 
two foods at a time and remember that the second 
taste of a new food may be the hardest of all, as 
your child will have formed an opinion that they 
don’t like the food.” 

She says that genetic factors play a part in some 
children’s dislike of different tastes and food 
textures, explaining: “Mainly it's a sensory 
hypersensitivity which genetically predetermines 
children, although some will be more difficult than 
others. 

“It can be overcome to some extent, although a 
lot of the texture problems can’t.” 

But she warns: “If you threaten a child, stand in 
front of them and shout or make them sit there until 
they eat their food, you’ll just make it worse.” 

Dr Harris advises that the best way to get 
children to be adventurous with food is by getting 
them used to the sight and texture of different foods 
as early as possible - preferably within the first 
year of life. 

That way, they’ll see foods as ‘safe’, and are 
more likely to eat them. 

She says parents should give children what they 
want them to eat, rather than relying on jars of baby 
and toddler food, and stresses: “You’ve got to eat 
with the child - they should be watching you eat. 

“And if you want them to try something they 
don't normally try, don’t put a large plateful in front 
of them, but let them take it off your plate, let them 
taste it. 

“You've got to keep going with it - just half a 
teaspoon at a time, and the child will get used to it. 

Dr Harris and colleagues are running 
workshops around the country designed to help 
parents understand why their children refuse food. 
For more information, visit www.foodrefusal.co.uk 




FONTYGARY, 
INN 


6th March 


3 Courses for £12.95 

Booking essential 


Delicious 
HOME 
COOKED 

food served daily 

Traditional 

SUNDAY 

LUNCH 

served 12-4pm 

Thursday 
Night is 
CURRY NIGHT 

Get £2 off all home 
made curry meals 


3 Cours 
LUNCH 

served 12-3pm 
Monday to Saturday 

only £9.95 

BREAKFAST 

Served Saturday 
& Sunday 
10am -12noon 

Live 

ENTERTAINMENT 

every Friday and 
Saturday 

from March ^ 
onwards J* 


SIX NAHONS RUGBY 

Shown Live 

Book early for Easter Weekend 
25th-28th March 


Sky and BT Sport showing all major sporting events 


Visit our Facebook page or our website 
www.FONTYGARYINN.com 

to keep informed of all our offers, entertainment and menus. 

Fonmon Road, Rhoose Tel. 01446 711221 


GEM READERS’ LETTERS EXTRA 


‘Vale Council doing a good 
job with house-building plans' 


A fter many years 
of searching for a 
home in Cowbridge, 
then following the Darren 
Farm residential-led 
application, I really cannot 
understand why the 
objectors are so uncaring. 

I also agree with The GEM 
letter on January 28, that the Vale 
Council is doing a very good job 
in recognising the urgency to 
commence a house-building 
programme. 

In comparing local councils, 
many have not put forward a 
Local Development Plan; our 
Vale Council has and, 
furthermore, recognises the 
urgency to commence a house¬ 
building programme. 

People are suffering because of 
the housing crisis created through 
the lack of new homes - much of 
it brought about by ‘Not In My 
Back Yard’ objectors. 

There are many things that 
need to be done to get people into 
homes; I have always been a 
Conservative, but recognise it is 
this council that is moving 
ahead - they are getting on with 
building homes. 

In years to come, we will be 
judged upon whether we built 
houses and also their quality and 
design; it is expected the Darren 
Farm location will enable this. 

Plaid 
pledge 
on NHS 
funding 

A lthough 

our Welsh 
NHS staff do 
their best, we know 
that, after 17 years 
of Labour health 
ministers, Wales 
has one of the 
lowest numbers of 
doctors per head in 
Europe, that 
waiting times for 
treatment are 
longer than other 
parts of the UK and 
that ambulance 
arrival times are 
longer than they 
should be. 

However, the chaos of 
the junior doctors’ strike 
and privatisation of NHS 
services across the 
border in England give 
us an idea of what would 
happen if the Tories 
were ever in charge here 
in Wales. 

As a member of the 
Vale Council’s social 
care and health 
committee. I’ve heard 
about the difficulties 
faced by mental health 
services in Wales and 
about delays in 
transferring loved ones 
from hospital back to 
their homes and 
communities. 

That’s why I’m 
pleased Plaid Cymru has 
pledged to ring-fence an 
extra £1 billion for the 
Welsh NHS over the 
next five years, if 
elected. 

Coun Ian Johnson, 

Plaid Cymru Assembly 
candidate for the Vale. 


especially as it will have good 
commuter links with the new exit 
off theA48. 

The community of Cowbridge 
is now mainly based upon the 
elderly; this development will 
enable residents to downsize, to 
permit single-floor 
accommodation, eg bungalows, 
and will also permit young 
families to stay or return to the 
community. 

The Darren Farm development 
is about building a community. 
We expect our councils to deliver 
for the community, there is a lack 
of affordable/rented homes in 
rural areas, and people are being 
forced into expensive, private- 
rented accommodation, with poor 
quality homes - often 
overcrowded. It’s totally 
unacceptable in particular when 
trying to understand why the 
Darren Farm objectors are so 
uncaring. 

I read in The GEM another 
objector insinuate skulduggery by 
council planners; it is on record 
that Darren Farm objectors 
supported applications for a large- 
scale development of Llandow 
industrial park for housing, and 
also for a bypass at Llysworney, 
as part of a smoke and mirrors 
plan to de-emphasise a need for 
housing at Darren Farm. 

They now have the audacity to 
appeal for money to pay for a 


barrister to oppose the application 
at Darren Farm so the provision 
of the much-needed new link 
road and new school would be 
uneconomic. 

Their aim is to wreck the 
generous agreement for the 
developer to fund the cost of the 
new road and school, plus 
provide £4 million for the 
education budget and £1 million 
for footpaths; without this 
sponsorship the cost becomes a 
burden for the general public, so 
no development. 

Then we have another objector 
(GEM letter, February 4) asking 
also for a swimming pool as 
atonement. Where is the 
commonsense? Perhaps all 
Cowbridge residents should ask 
for a Rolex watch to let the 
development progress. 

The reality is that I and many 
other hardworking and 
respectable families, are desperate 
for a home - in particular, if we 
can remain in our place of birth 
and near our families in 
Cowbridge. 

Then we have the objectors, a 
number of whom think that by 
stopping development, it will 
push property prices up, and 
readily forget how they were 
helped early in life by a caring 
society. 

Alun Davies, Cowbridge. 


Is the Wenvoe cycleway 


inspired 

A total of 

£350,000 of 
Welsh 

Government money 
has been spent on a 
shared foot and 
cycleway to enable 
children to cycle 
safely and 
comfortably along 
Port Road at 
Wenvoe. 

It is uncomfortably 
close to fast, heavy 
traffic with insufficient 
protection for vulnerable 
people from the dangers. 

Money has also been 
spent on unnecessary 
signage. 

Perhaps, the highway 
engineers’ idea of 
children on a bicycle 
comes from the bicycle 
flying scene in the 
movie ET, because they 
have installed 
illuminated signage four 
metres high! 

While defying 
common sense, they 
have squandered the 
money of hard working 
people on unnecessary 
signage inappropriately 
lit and too high for most 
to notice. 

Coun Gwyn John and 
the cabinet collectively 
have failed yet again to 
hold the officers to 
account. Coun Neil 
Moore must accept his 
responsibility. There is a 
strange overlap in 
responsibility in the 
cabinet, with Coun Lis 
Burnett responsible for 
‘active travel’ but not the 
essential infrastructure, 
which is the 
responsibility of Coun 
Gwyn John, and neither 
councillor seems to take 
responsibility for the 
mistakes that are being 


by E.T.?’ 



Ian Perry with the 
sign in question. 

made. 

The money spent on 
this signage should not 
come from taxpayers, 
but the pockets of those 
responsible for this 
waste. 

We need competent 
people with an interest 
in improving the Vale 
and a passion for 
excellence. In addition, 
we need a restructuring 
of the highways 
department with the 


READER 

needs of people put 
ahead of the careers of 
officers. 

Ian Perry, Cardiff 

The GEM put the 
points Mr Perry outlined 
to the Vale Council, and 
Emma Reed, the head of 
visible services & 
transport, responded: 

“Mr Perry has 
contacted the council's 
highways team to ask 
questions about shared 
foot and cycleway 
schemes in the past. 

“Unfortunately he has 
not yet taken up the offer 
of our highways and 
engineering manager to 
meet in order to discuss 
the issue in detail. 

“As the Vale Council’s 
head of visible services 
and transport, and the 
member of staff 
responsible for both 
active travel and works 
to improve the Vale's 
highways network, I 
would like to remind Mr 
Perry that the offer still 
stands. 

“Indeed my 

colleagues and I would 
welcome the opportunity 
to meet with him so that 
we can address his 
concerns and explain the 
benefit that this and 
other active travel 
schemes will have. 

“In the meantime I 
would like to reassure 
Mr Perry, and all 
readers of The GEM, 
that none of the works 
currently under way on 
Port Road will be signed 
off by the Vale Council 
until they are deemed 
acceptable by our 
engineers. 

“I look forward to 
meeting Mr Perry in the 
near future.” 
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Safer Internet 
Day 2016 — pupils 
played their part 
and shared a heart! 



ALL Saints Primary School 
took part in Safer Internet Day 
2016 and what a time we had in 
Barry! 

The day began with some of our 
year-6 pupils encouraging parents to 
become involved in #shareaheart 
campaign, highlighting reasons why 
they loved the internet. We received a 
wide range of responses from parents 
including social media, discovering 
new information and, of course, online 
shopping! 

Our newly-formed ‘Digital 
Directors’ led a whole school assembly 
which launched SID 2016. The 
children’s presentation went down 
very well and they were highly 
professional in their roles. 

Back in the classroom, the children 
were engaged in activities which 
addressed a variety of internet safety 
issues taken from the Digital Literacy 
resources and the children presented 
their work in a variety of formats, 
including the production of e-safety 


videos which can be viewed on our 
website. 

Each year group tweeted throughout 
the day and we were fortunate enough 
to be re-tweeted and ‘favourited’ by a 
number of high profile accounts, such 
as the SWGfL, e-cadets and Sally 
Holland, the Children’s Commissioner 
of Wales. Each child also shared a 
heart as part of the social media 
campaign, highlighting the benefits of 
the internet, with year-5 sharing a heart 
at Pizza Express in Cardiff, the Arms 
Park and from the top of the 
Principality Stadium! 

After school, Mr Davies ran a drop- 
in session for our families, which 
addressed the benefits of Twitter and 
was also on hand to answer any e- 
safety questions/concerns that parents 
had. 

We thoroughly enjoyed SID 2016 
and are very much looking forward to 
making next year’s event bigger and 
better! 

AW 


Puppy & Kitten 

Welcome Pack 

Give your pet the 
beit start in life 
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Barry & 
District 
leagues 

CRIB DIVISION 1: 

Cadoxton Cons 6, 
West End 9; Liberals 7, 
Rhoose Social 8; West 
End Runaways 7, Moors 
Boys 8. 

League table: 

Wyndham Cons 128, 
West End 127, West End 
Runaways 123, Liberals 
122, Rhoose Social 116, 
Moors Boys 105, 
Cadoxton Cons 104. 
SKITTLES DIVISION 
1 : 

King William XII 1.5, 
Slammers 5.5; Rugby 
Club 5, Rhoose Social B 
2; Cambrian Elyers 2, 
Rhoose Social A 5; 
Rhoose Social C 1, 
Allsorts 6; Liberals A 4, 
Liberals C 3; Barries 
Boys 7, Rhoosters 0. 

League table: Sea 
View B 81, West End D 
71, Rugby Club 70.5, 
King William XII 63, 
Barries Boys 60.5, 
Allsorts 57, Slammers 
57, Rhoose Social B 56, 
West End C 55, Liberals 
A 55, Rhoose Social A 
54.5, Rhoosters 52, 
Liberals C 44.5, Rhoose 
Social C 44, Cambrian 
Elyers 40. 

SNOOKER DIVISION 
1 : 

Market Street C 3, 
Caddy Allstars 2; 
Harbour B 4, Wyndham 
Cons A 1; Rhoose Social 
C 1, Savoy A 4; 
Cadoxton Cons Z 0, 
Cadoxton Cons B 5; 
West End C 2, Penarth 
Cons B 3. 

League table: Harbour 
B 72, Savoy A 71, 
Cadoxton Cons B 54, 
Wyndham Cons A 51, 
West End C 48, 
*Cadoxton Cons Z 42, 
Rhoose Social C 33, 
Caddy Allstars 32, 
Rhoose Social B 32, 
Market Street C 30, 
Penarth Cons B 26. 
SNOOKER DIVISION 
2: 

Sully Sports A 2, West 
End A 3; West End B 0, 
Wyndham Cons C 5; 
Liberators 1, Services 
Social B 4; Penarth Cons 
A 4, Cadoxton Cons A 1; 
Market Street B 4, 
Wyndham Cons D 1. 

League table: 

Liberators 59, Services 
Social 57, Market Street 
B 56, Penarth Cons A 56, 
Savoy B 51, Wyndham 
Cons C 46, Cadoxton 
Cons A 40, West End A 
40, Sully Sports A 36, 
West End B 31, 
Wyndham Cons D 28. 

* = points deducted. 

All league & cup 
fixtures and results at 
www.barry leagues .co .uk 
Eacebook - search for 
‘harry leagues’. 
_ JW 

Railway 
Society talk 

A TALK and slide show 
by chairman Jeff 
Morgan will take place 
at the Conservative 
Club, Penarth on 
Thursday, February 25 
at 730pm. 

The title will be ‘The 
Mount Washington Cog 
Railway - The First 
Mountain Railway in the 
World’. A small 
donation will be 
required to cover hire of 
the room. 


Locomotives imported 
from the other side of 



‘the Pond’ to Newport 


THE GEM’S Mike 


Wilcock was one of a 


number of railway 
journalists and 
photographers invited 
on Saturday, 
February 13, 
to record the final 
delivery of new 
freight diesel 
locomotives for 
Network Rail at 
Newport Docks. 

Mike explained: 

“Built by General 
Motors in Ontario, 
Canada, and EMD in 
Indiana, USA, over 400 
have been imported 
through the docks since 
my first visit in 1998 

“They can be seen in 
south Wales hauling 
steel, coal, stone and 
heavy freight. 

“Locally they can be 
seen daily passing 
through Barry, to and 
from Aberthaw Power 
Station moving coal 
down from Cwm 
Bargoed opencast mine 
near Merthyr Tydfil 

“The final locomotive 
number 66779 can be 
seen being unloaded 
from MV Happy 
Dragon. Here she is 
under covers before 
being unveiled at a 
specially ceremony at 
York in May.” 

Don’t forget to look 
up Mike Wilcock’s 
popular railway films on 
You Tube. 


Keyboard wizard’s 
Bridgend concert 


THERE are many 
opportunities to 
attend choral 

concerts in and 
around Bridgend, 
but very few for 
lovers of organ and 
piano music alone. 

So, a concert in 
Tabernacle Church, 
Bridgend, will be a real 
treat for all music lovers. 
Glenn Crooks, known to 
many as a quiet and 
retiring accompanist of 
many choirs, is also a 
talented organist and 
pianist in his own right. 

His concert will be in 
two halves; first organ 
music, then piano. 
Pieces by familiar 


composers Bach, 

Mendelssohn and 

Debussy, will be set 
alongside the organ 
composers Lefebure- 
Wely (1817 - 1869) and 
the American Zamecnik 
(1872- 1953). 

This will be the 
second concert Glenn has 
given on behalf of Cor 
Bro Ogr (he is their 
accompanist) and if it is 
anything like the first, it 
will be fireworks all 
round! 

It takes place on 
Friday March 4 (7pm) at 
Tabernacle Church, 
DerwenRoad. Tickets £8 
at the door or call 01656 
653326. 

DS 


JANE HUTT AM SURGERY 

JANE HUTT AM will hold an advice surgery at 
The Age Connects Senior Health Shop, 38 Holton 
Road, Barry on Friday, March 4 from 1130am - 
12.30pm. No appoinment needed, just come along 
and have a chat. Contact 01446 732385for 
further information. 


CHARITY CRAFT FAIR 

THE craft fair coffee morning on Saturday, 
March 19, at Trinity Methodist Church, Penarth, 
has proved so popular with local crafters 
booking their tables that a third room has been 
added to accommodate all the local talent keen to 
showcase their wares. 

More tables are now available for hire (at £10 for 
a 6ft, £7 for a 4ft). 

Refreshments, cake stalls, book stalls and a raffle 
will also feature at the charity event which runs 
from 10.30am-12.30pm with all profits donated to 
Wales Air Ambulance. Entrance will be via the 
Woodland Place door and is £1.50 per person (to 
include refreshments). 

Contact Ceri-Lou at 

fundraising@trinitypenarth.org.uk, or call Ro on 


01446 701072. 


IMAGES by MIKE 
WILCOCK 
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^^Ladies Fashions “ 
a,(d Accessories 

FINAL WEEK 
CLEARANCE 
SALE 

80% OFF 


OLSEN, BIANCA, 
POPPY, Marble and 
JU^IGE COATS 














































LLANTWIT MAJOR 


BRIDGEND 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


RHOOSE 


BARRY 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 




£37,500 

Ham Manor Park, CF611BH 

TWO BEDROOMS, UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, 
OVER SOS ONLY, GAS CENTRAL HEATING, 
PRIVATE GARDEN, TOTAL LENGTH 7.46 WIDTH 3.56 


£119,995 

Llangewydd Road, CF31 4JT 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOMS 
CONSERVATORY, UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, NO ON GOING CHAIN 


£140,000 

Maes llltuds, CF61 2SD 

TWO BEDROOM, UPVC WINDOWS 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, FREEHOLD 
OFF ROAD PARKING 


£339,950 
CilgantYMeilion,CF62 3LH 

FIVE BEDROOM DETACHED, VERY LARGE GARDEN 
LARGE GARDEN, TWO ENSUITES. 


£165,000 

Buttrills Road, CF62 8EG 

THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED PROPERTY 
TWO RECEPTION ROOMS, LARGE GARDENS 
IN NEED OF UPDATING, NO FORWARD CHAIN 


£234,995 

irdigan Crescent, CF61 2GP 

foDr bedroom, extended property 

PARKING AND GARAGE 
REAR GARDEN 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


ST DONATS 


LLANMAES 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


£310,000 

Boverton Brook,CF611YG 

EXTENDED. FOUR/FIVE BEDROOMS 
FREEHOLD. UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 
GARAGE 


£269,000 

Heol Merioneth, CF61 2GS 

FREEHOLD. DETACHED 

FOUR BEDROOMS. UPVC GAS CENTRAL HEATING 
DOUBLE GARAGE 


£270,000 

Eagleswell Road,CF61 2UG 

FREEHOLD. THREE/FOUR BEDROOMS 
WELL KEPT GARDENS 
TWO RECEPTION ROOMS. 


Boverton Brook, CF611YH 

FOUR BEDROOMS. DESIGNER PROPERTY. 

HIGH STANDARD FINISH. 

VIEWING RECOMMENDED. 


£399,900 

Dimlands Road, CF611ZB 

DETACHED BARN CONVERSION, THREE BEDROOMS 
GARDEN WITH OUTLOOK, 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING. 


£449,000 

Llanmaes, CF61 2XR 

FOUR /FIVE BEDROOM, FOUR LIVING ROOMS 
SWIMMING POOL, UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 
FREEHOLD, DOUBLE GARAGE 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Floor Plans, Accompanied Viewings and Internet Advertising 

Rentals 01656 655989 www.brightermoves.co.uk* E-Mail: info@brightermoves.co.uk 


1 Pound Field, 
Llantwit Major, 
CF61 1DL. 
01446 794433. 


119a Wyndham House, 
Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 1EF. 
01656 655936. 


105 Talbot Road, 
Talbot Green, 
CF72 8AE. 
01443 222420. 


Brighter 
Moves 


We won’t make selling your hous 
a secret, we will tell everyone. 


rightmovecouk 

The UK’s number one property website 


ZoopUixoiuk 


PROPERTIES 

REQUIRED 

for Waiting 
Buyers 
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Lifeguard teams shine at championships! 


FOLLOWING a 
great Welsh 
Stillwaters 
Championships for 
the Rhoose Nipper 
Team only a few 
weeks earlier, over 
the weekend of 
January 30-31 it 
was the Junior, 
Senior and Masters 
teams turn to 
compete at Cardiff 
International Pool. 

With a strong turnout 
from the Rhoose team, 
particularly from the 
Junior section the whole 
team were keen to build 
on their successes from 
the year before. 

The Junior team, 
managed by co-ordinator 
Steve Baker, put in some 
very impressive 
performances winning a 
number of medals in the 
relay and pair events 
including some golds, 
with many of the 
competitors also 
achieving personal bests 
in their individual races. 

Likewise the Senior 
and Masters teams, did 
very well in both the 
individual and team 
events with Kirby, Jon 
and Dom picking up 
medals in their 
individual races. 

With two days of 
events many family 
members gave up their 
weekend not only to 
support the teams but 
also to undertake time¬ 
keeping and other duties 
- a big thanks to all 
involved. 


The teams finished 
the competition in the 
following places with 
individual medal 
winners listed below. 
Junior team second. 
Seniors sixth and 
Masters seventh place 
overall - well done 
everyone! 

INDIVIDUAL MEDAL 
WINNERS 

Kirby Redrup - 
bronze rescue medley, 
Jon Foster - silver 
manikin tow with fins, 
silver manikin carry with 
fiins, bronze rescue 
medley, Dominic Lee - 
bronze manikin tow with 
fiins. 

JE 


Dinas ladies nominated 
for a top team award 


Pony club holds 
‘have-a-go’ day 


GLAMORGAN 
Pony Club recently 
held a dressage 
competition at Alps 
Park, by permission 
of Nick Coles and 
Richard Conway. 

It was a ‘have a go’ 


day, from the walk trot 
test to the novice test. 

This was the first of a 
series of three dressage 
days organised by Sarah 
Fenner. The next date is 
Saturday, March 12 and 
there will be an added 
class for hunting people 


day for members and who want to have a go at 
others. The sun shone dressage! 


and the atmosphere was 
relaxed. 

It was good to see so 


For more information, 
call Sarah on 07513 141 
698. The schedule will 


many members who may shortly be put onto the 
not always enjoy Glamorgan PC Facebook 
dressage having a go and page, 
doing very well. The To know more about 
judge Beth Edwards was Glamorgan Pony Club, 
very complimentary contact Annie 


about the standard 
riding and level 


of Whitehouse 
of 028638, or 


07779 
Sian Dix 


turnout throughout the 07980 356801. 


DINAS POWYS 
Lawn Tennis Club 
was delighted to be 
nominated for 
Tennis Wales’ 

Club Team of the 
Year with the 
ladies’ vets third 
team taking on stiff 
competition from 
Cardiff and 
Rhiwbina. 

The award went to 
Cardiff’s men’s first 
team which has not lost 
a match for four years. 

The Dinas team 
represented a wide 
variety of ages from 
players in their 40s, 50s, 
60s and 70s. Last season 
they won their winter 
league by winning every 
event and barely losing 
a set. 

They turned out for 
match practice under the 
floodlights throughout 


the winter months, 
playing in all weathers, 
including a match when 
the drinks froze on the 
side of the court! 

Some players had 
only taken up tennis in 
their 40 s and made 
tremendous progress to 
secure team places and 
to become regular match 
players. 

They were promoted 
at the end of the season, 
and are currently second 
in their new division. 

The team members 
were Shirley Howman 
(c), Phil Stott, Jen 
Thomas, Lisa Driscoll, 
Viv Duckers, Julie 
Claypole, and Marion 
Curtis. 

SH 
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Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Crackerjackpot 
lottery draw 

number D919. 

• £2,000: 555666. 

• The rollover, 

which is currently £500, 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 600741, 

370939,568007,849511, 
281742,383169,955210, 
208761,107922,539054, 
275282,523491,424612, 
425782,855871,747554, 
762390,1620. 

• £5: 569018, 

480508,544484,346909, 
593166,146160,412754, 
431776,748430,550255, 
308971,187457,566359, 


462381,279768,960713, 
259022,862878,321416, 
549705,485975,837270, 
647273,749857,713457, 
663915,675934,604734, 
594701,267178,137379, 
733272,689020,344706, 
964101,848623,294744, 
391874,508818,240651, 
555064,852893,773201, 
313165, 279844, 

853509,525270,328600, 
638968,469562,797447, 
719143,855685,442264, 
389178, 1717, 1331443, 
1984670, 1337357, 

1984622,5385,5111 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions 
contained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


St David’s Day 
Carers’ Cafe 

CARERS in the Vale and Cardiff are 
being invited to a special St David’s Day 
Carers’ Cafe on Tuesday, March 1. 

The carers’ cafes are held twice a month at the 
Marie Curie Cardiff and the Vale hospice in Penarth, 
providing an informal environment for carers to 
meet and discuss their caring role over afternoon tea. 

The St David’s Day carers’ cafe, held between 
2pm and 4pm will see visitors enjoy a warm Welsh 
welcome, patriotic wall and table decorations and 
Welsh cakes. 

For more information, contact Sarah Johnson on 
02920 426023 or email 

sarah .Johnson® marie curie .org .uk. 


Womens World Day of Prayer 

A SERVICE will be held in the United Reform 
Church, Westgate, Cowbridge (opposite the police 
station) on Eriday, March 4 at 1.30pm when the 
theme will be 'Praying for Cuba - Receive 
children, Receive Me.’ 


THE BARRY GIRL 
WHO WANTS 
TO BUY YOUR 
HOME... 

WHEN people in Barry need to sell their 
home quickly, they call Rachael - thaCs 
because Rachael runs Barry Home Buyers 
- a local company which buys any 
property in any condition. 

“People come to us for many reasons,” explains 
Rachael. “Some are being threatened with 
repossession, some have a property they can’t sell, 
some just want to sell quickly. 

“Whatever the reason, and whatever the 
property, we help them.” 

Rachael has bought hundreds of homes over the 
years, from ten-bedroom mansions to one-bedroom 
flats, and offers a cast-iron guarantee - the price 
she offers is the price she pays. 

This is inevitably lower than the market price, 
but no estate agents are involved and no legal fees 
are payable - Barry Home Buyers takes care of 
everything. 

Rachael believes trust is the main reason people 
come to her: 

“We are 100 per cent honest with all our clients, 
so they trust us to deliver,” she says. 

“We offer a guaranteed price and, if it’s 
accepted, we drive the process through very 
quickly, sometimes within two weeks.” 

If you need to sell your home, call Barry Home 
Buyers on 01446 349 001 for a free, no-obligation 
valuation. 

Or go to www.barryhomebuyers.com/contact. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


BARRY 

HOME BUYERS 


NEED TO SELL YOUR 
HOME QUICKLY? 


WE BUY ANY PROPERTY IN ANY CONDITION 

• All profartiM boygHu rafordlMo of cofiAtym. 

Wc Mvcr rifiiM to buy 

• Quick mU - w cao buy your prof trty io at 
Iktia ao two woaka 

• Siififla fTOcaaa ~ |use call for a valuacioii 

• No moro aataca agtcits - w bandlo avarythanf For you 

• No Fbaa wa fay all Fbaa For you md can appoint 
a aobcitor om your btbalf 

• Prlca guarantaa - cba fhca %um olVar la tha prioa wa pay yo 

• Barry'baaad Rrm. astabliiliad For mort tban twtnty yaars 




Low cost home ownership opportunity 
Ocean View, Ogmore by Sea 



Are you a first time buyer? 

Want to own your own home? 

Unable to afford market prices? 

Look no further - home 
ownership could be within reach. 


Register with Aspire to Own to receive 
information about other Low Cost Home 
Ownership opportunities. 


Six, two-bedroom houses for sale - £112,000 (70% of market value) 


This is a fantastic opportunity to buy a new build 

property in a desirable location at an affordable price. 

Eligible applicants will: 

• have a local connection to Ogmore by Sea, 
as per the local lettings and sales policy; 

• be first time buyers; 

• be able to raise a mortgage for 
the value of the property; 

• have access to a deposit; usually five 
to 15% of the property value; and 

• not exceed the maximum household 
income of £65,000 for a single applicant 
or £75,000 for a joint application. 


Eligibility criteria 

Eligibility criteria are explained in the frequently asked 

questions available on the Council web site. 

Applications 

• If you are interested in purchasing this property 
read the advert and complete the application 
form, available on the Council web site. 

• Search Affordable Housing’ then ‘Ocean View’. 

• Remember to explain clearly how you meet 
the criteria in your application form. 

• Deadline for expressions of interest: 17 March 2016. 

Priority will be given to applicants who meet the 

criteria explained in the local lettings policy. 


Asptt^ 


Rented properties 


Bidding for the following rented 
properties will be advertised 
later in the year. 

• Six, one-bedroom apartments 

• Three, two-bedroom apartments 

• Two, two-bedroom houses 

• Two, three-bedroom houses 

• Two, four-bedroom houses 


Contact us by telephone on (01446) 709237 or by e-mail at housingstrategy@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk. 



idnewydd 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


BRO MORGANNWG 
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I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

Sales: 01446 736888 
Uttmgs:OI446 734668 

www.nomesonview.co.uk 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 


2!oopla.co.uk 



nina 


website: 

www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 

email: 

enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 


OPT 
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• LIVING ROOM,DINING ROOM 

• STUDY/SITTING ROOM 

• W.C. CLOAKROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN,UTILITY RM 

• FOUR BEDROOMS, MASTER EN-SUITE 

• DOUBLE GARAGE/bRIVEWAY 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• NO CHAIN 


THE GRANARY, PENMARK 

• IMMACULATE PRESENTATION 

• SPACIOUS THROUGHOUT 

• THREE REC. ROOMS 

• FOUR DOUBLE BEDROOMS (MASTER 
ENSUITE) 

• PRIVATELY ENCLOSED BY GATES 

• ENCLOSED COURTYARD GARDEN 

• DOUBLE GARAGE/PARKING 

• NO CHAIN 


MIN-Y-MOR, BARRY 

• SPACIOUS DETACHED DORMA BUNGALOW 

• COLD KNAP VIEWS 

• LIVING,DINING.KITCHEN 

• U. ROOM,CONSERVATORY 

•TWO BEDS,DRESSING RM,CLOAK, SITTING RM 

• STUDY, SEP.W.C.BATHROOM 

• 1ST FLR. TWO FURTHER BEDROOMS 

• WITH ENSUITE W.C. CLOAK 

• NO CHAIN/DRIVEWAY 


£394,950 


£434,950 


£269,950 


GWENNOLY MOR, BARRY 

• MODERN SEMI DETACHED 

• W.C. CLOAK,LIVING ROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• 1ST FLR: TWO BEDROOMS (MASTER 
ENSUITE) 

• FAM. BATHROOM 

•2ND FLR: THIRD BEDROOM (EN-SUITE) 

• GARAGE/DRIVEWAY 

£199,950 


GWENNOLY MOR, BARRY 

• MODERN LINKED DETACHED 

• FITTED KITCHEN, W.C. CLOAK 

• LIVING ROOM, CONSERVATORY 

• SITTING RM (PART CONVERTED GARAGE) 
•THREE BEDROOMS (EN-SUITE) 

• DRIVEWAY/PARKING 

• SMALL STORAGE AREA TO FRONT GARAGE 

• VIEWING ESSENTIAL 

• IMMACULATE PRESENTATION 

• ER = D 

£204,950 


COIGNE TERRACE, BARRY 

• MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL 

• LIVING/DINING ROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN,UTILITY AREA 

• TWO BEDROOMS,FAMILY BATHROOM 

• SPACE SAVING STAIRS TO ATTIC/HOBBY 
AREA 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• NEAR ALL AMENITIES 

• ER = D 

£116,950 



GEORGE STREET BARRY 

• TRADITIONAL MID TERRACE 
•THREE BEDROOMS 

• LIVING/DINING ROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• GROUND FLOOR BATHROOM 

• TOWN CENTRE LOCATION 

• UPVC D/G & GCH 

• NO CHAIN 

• ER = D 

£119,999 



OXFORD STREET, BARRY 

• BAY FRONTED MID TERRACE 

• SPACIOUS LIVING ACCOMMODATION 
4 BEDROOMS 

• LIVING ROOM & DINING ROOM 

• KITCHEN/BREAKFAST ROOM 

• UPVC DG & COMBI BOILER 

• MINUTES WALK TO PORTHCERI PARK, 
ROMILLY SCHOOLS & SHOPS 


£174,950 




CASTLELAND STREET, BARRY 


• BAY FRONTED TRADITIONAL 
•THROUGH LIVING/DINING ROOM 

• EXTENDED 17FT KITCHEN 
•TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• SPIRAL STAIRCASE RISING TO ATTIC AREA 

• PATIO GARDEN - LANE ACCESS 

• IMMACULATE PRESENTATION 
•VIEWING ESSENTIAL 

£134,950 



COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

• A SPACIOUS DETACHED 

• LIVING ROOM 

• KITCHEN/BREAKFAST 

• UTILITY ROOM_,SUN ROOM 

• 1ST FLR: 4 BEbROOMS (ENSUITE) 

• 2ND FLR:TWO FURTHER BEDROOMS 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• GARAGE/DRIVEWAY 

• NO CHAIN 


£320,950 



CWLWM CARIAD, BARRY 


• MID LINKED MODERN 

• W.C. CLOAKROOM 

• LIVING ROOM 

• KITCHEN/BREAKFAST 
•TWO BEDROOMS 

• FAMILY BATHROOM 

• DRIVEWAY/PARKING 
•VIEWING ESSENTIAL 

• ER = C 

£139,950 



BARRY ROAD, BARRY 

MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL 
THROUGH LIVING ROOM 
REPLACEMENT 2014 KITCHEN 
REPLACEMENT SHOWER-ROOM 
THREE BEDROOMS 
2014 GAS BOILER 
IMMACULATE PRESENTATION 
VIEWING ESSENTIAL 


£119,950 



FONMON PARK ROAD, RHOOSE 


• WELL PRESENTED THROUGHOUT 

• LIVING/DINING ROOM 

• REPLACEMENT FITTED KITCHEN (INTEGRATED 
APPLIANCES) 


• ENCLOSED GARDEN 

• GARAGE.SIDE ACCESS 


£144,950 



THROUGH LIVING ROOM 
FITTED KITCHEN 
SUN LOUNGE 
THREE BEDROOMS 
REPLACEMENT SHOWER ROOM 
DRIVEWAY/GARAGE 
ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 
NO CHAIN 
EPC - TBA 

£204,950 



• LIVING ROOM 

• KITCHEN/BREAKFAST 

• CONSERVATORY 
•TWO BEDROOMS 

• EN-SUITE TO MASTER 

• ENCLOSED GARDEN 

• GARAGE IN BLOCK 


ST. BRANNOCKS CLOSE BARRY 


• END OF LINK 

• WELL PRESENTED THROUGHOUT 

• LIVING/DINING ROOM 

• KITCHEN/BREAKFAST 

•TWO BEDROOMS (PREVIOUSLY THREE) 

• FAMILY BATHROOM 

• GARAGE/PARKING IN BLOCK 

• CUL DE SAC POSITION 

• VIEWING ESSENTIAL 


£149,950 


£157,950 



WESTON STREET, BARRY 

• END OF TERRACED 

• LIVING ROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• GROUND FLR. BATHROOM 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• UPVC DG - GCH 

• NO CHAIN 

• EPC = E 

£85,000 


QUEEN STREET, BARRY 

• MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL 

• LIVING/DINING ROOM 
•TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• UPVC DG-GCH VIA COMBI 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• AMIDST SHOPS, SCHOOLS 
•VIEWING HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

• ER=D 

£108,000 



PALMERSTON ROAD, BARRY 


• BAY FRONTED 

• MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• MODERN FITTED KITCHEN 

• TWO DBLE BEDROOMS 

• EAMILY BATHROOM 

• UPVC DG - GCH VIA COMBI 

• (SERVICES NOT TESTED) 

• NO CHAIN 

• ER = D 


£90,000 



TYNEWYDD ROAD, BARRY 

•TRADITIONAL SEMI DETACKED 

• ORIGINAL FEATURES THROUGHOUT 

• LIVING ROOM 

• DINING ROOM OPENING TO KITCHEN 

• SITTING ROOM 

• FOUR DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• SPACOUS FAMILY BATHROOM 

• SEA VIEWS FROM THE REAR 
• MAINTENANCE GARDEN 


• ER=E 


£239,950 



TYNEWYDD ROAD, BARRY 

• TRADITIONAL SEMI DETACHED 

• LIVING ROOM 

• DINING ROOM, SITTING ROOM 

• W.C. CLOAKROOM 

• LUXURY BATHROOM WITH ROLL TOP BATH 

• SEA VIEWS ACROSS BRISTOL CHANNEL 

• THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• ATTIC/HOBBY ROOM 

• VERY WELL PRESENTED 

• ER=F 

£239,950 



SPENCER STREET BARRY 

MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL 
THROUGH LIVING ROOM 
GROUND FLR. BATHROOM 
THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS 
ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 
PLACED BETWEEN RICHARD ST & 
EVANS ST 

AMIDST MAIN SHOPPING AREA 
EPC = E 

£111,950 



HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 


•TWO BEDROOM SECOND FLOOR PROPERTY 

• RECENTLY REFURBISHED 

• OPEN PLAN LOUNGE & KITCHEN 

• ONE DOUBLE BEDROOM, ONE SINGLE 
BEDROOM 

• BATHROOM 

• UNFURNISHED 

• NO PETS, NO SMOKERS, DSS CONSIDERED 

• EPC - TO FOLLOW 

£550 PCM 



ROMILLY ROAD, BARRY 

•TWO BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR 
APARTMENT 

• LOUNGE 

•TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• LARGE STORAGE AREA 

• ACCESS TO REAR GARDEN 

• NO PETS 

• NO DSS 

• NO SMOKERS 


£550 PCM 


• KITCHEN WITH APPLIANCES 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 


• DESIGNATED PARKING TO REAR 

• GAS CENTRAL HEATING, UNFURNISHED 

• NO PETS, NO SMOKERS, NO DSS 

• EPC - C 


CONWAY DRIVE, BARRY 

• TWO BEDROOM DORMA BUNGALOW 

• LOCATED IN CWM TALWG 

• EXCELLENT CONDITION 


• DRIVEWAY W 


H SLIDING DOORS OVERLOOKING 


£550 PCM 


• UPSTAIRS & DOWNSTAIRS SHOWER RC 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• NO PETS, NO SMOKERS, NO DSS EPC - 

£700 PCM 


VERB STREET, BARRY 

TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 
WELL PRESENTED 
LOUNGE 

LARGE OPEN PLAN HALLWAY WITH SPACE FOR 

DINING TABLE & STORAGE 

KITCHEN 

BATHROOM 

ONE DOUBLE BEDROOM, ONE SINGLE BEDROOM 
NO PETS. NO SMOKERS. NO DSS 


BROAD STREET, BARRY 


• FULLY FURNISHED 

• ONE BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR FLAT 

• LOUNGE 

• DINING ROOM 

• DOUBLE BEDROOM 

• KITCHEN 

• BATHROOM 

• SHARED LOW MAINTENANCE REAR GARDEN 


£525 PCM 


£495 PCM 


SEA POINT, BARRY 

• TWO BEDROOM FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT 

• FANTASTIC UNINTERRUPTED SEA VIEWS 

• RECENTLY REFURBISHED 

• THROUGH LOUNGE/ DINING ROOM 

• KITCHEN WITH BUILT IN OVEN & HOB 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• BATHROOM 

• COMMUNAL PARKING 

• NO PETS, NO SMOKERS, NO DSS 


£595 PCM 



NEWLY DESIGNATED 
Lettings Office 

Meet: 

Rob Parker, Katherine Bounds 
& Jacqui Griffith 

Please call in to discuss all aspects of rentals. 
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BRINSONS 


K:. 

ol 1 


MAIITBIIIO BUIIVBy«RBi 


Sales 


Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents & Auctioneers 

WWW. brinsons. co. uk 

Cowbridge Office: 
67 High Street, Cowbridge, CF71 7AF. 01446 771777 

cowbridge@brinsons.co.uk 



• Converted Chapel 

• 4 bed detached 


• 3 reception rooms 

• Backing onto farmland 


£525,000 


’ Mid-terrace property 
’ 3 bedrooms 
’ Private garden to rear 
’ On street parking 


y V. 


£105,000 




r CLOSFFAWYDDEN,YSTRADOWEN 







• 4 bedrooms 

• Detached double garage 

• 3 Reception rooms 

k. c/iin 

• Large rear garden 

nnn j 


£410,000 



• 4 bed detached property 

• 3 reception rooms 


• Detached garage 

• Rear garden with open views 


£400,000 


• Semi detached house 

• 3 bedrooms 

• 2 reception rooms 

• In need of total modernisation 

^ £ 210,000 


•Traditional semi detached 
house 

• 3 bedrooms 


• Extended and improved 
•Well regarded location 


£215,000 


MALLORY, LLANMAES 



' Detached traditional cottage • Views across to Devon 
• 2 double bedrooms Coastline 

• Garage and ample parking 

£265,000 


AFON GARDENS. BRYNMENYN 


• Standing in 1.07 acres 

• 4 bedrooms 

• 3 bathrooms 

• Sought-after village 

V £735,000 


• Spacious detached house • Bathroom plus 2 showers 

• 4 bedrooms with potential to • Conservatory 
create a 5th 

. £415,000 




• Brand new Redrew property 

• 4 bedroom detached 


• Quality kitchen 

• Last remaining plot 


£234,995 


Property for 
waiting buyers 
in Cowbridge, 
Liantwit Major 
& Boverton 



• 4 bed detached cottage 

• 3 reception rooms 


Large gardens 
Detached garage 


£500,000 


LOCATION 


Land 



• 2.7 acres 

• Detailed planning consent for 

• 20 dwellings 

• Agreed 106 agreement 

y £600,000 



• Former Farmhouse 

• 0.6 acres 

• Agreed planning consent 

, £330,000 



£250,000 


V 




Farmhouse with 10.6 acres 
Planning consent 
Equestrian potential 


£189,000 


LOCATION 


LOCATION 
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Castellau, Llantrisant 


• Stunning 7 bedroom country property EPC = E 

• 6 reception rooms 

• 45ft reception hall with vaulted ceiling 

• Set in 13 acres £849,950 




Star Lane, Capel Llanilltern 


• 6 bedroom country residence EPC = D 

• 4 reception rooms 

• Bespoke kitchen and luxurious bathrooms 

• Private gardens & grounds with south-facing views £1 ,000,000 

• Triple garage 



Wick Road, Ewenny 


• Well-presented, versatile family home EPC = F 

• 3 double bedrooms 

• 2 very large reception rooms 

• Well fitted kitchen £420,000 

• Large landscaped gardens 



Boverton Road, Llantwit Major 


• A highly versatile detached family house EPC = D 

• 5 bedrooms 

• 4/5 reception rooms 

• Large kitchen/dining room £499,950 
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Comprehensive win for 
an impressive Phoenix 



PENCOED Phoenix 
ran out 

comprehensive 
winners of this 
league match 

against Maesteg 
Celtic Ladies at 
Pencoed, winning 
50-0. 

Phoenix, fielding 
arguably their strongest 
line up for some 
considerable time, scored 
eight tries against a 
plucky Maesteg Celtic 
side who, despite the 
final scoreline, battled 
hard throughout. 

Counter-attacking 
from around halfway 
early in the match, 
outside-half Jade Mullen 
put Leanne Burnell in 
possession, the full back 
cleverly keeping the ball 
in play with a well- 
placed chip inside and 
supporting wing 

Stephanie Edmunds got 
the touchdown. 

The home side soon 
increased their lead, 
Hannah Brunskill and 
Kathryn Stonehouse 
combining well at the 
lineout for the 
threequarters to move the 
ball wide. Centre Hannah 
Seward weaved her way 
over at the corner flag. 

Phoenix second row 
Rachel Jones then set up 
a third try, breaking some 
20 metres from the first 
receiver position and 
supporting back row 
forward Amy Stevens 
crashed over, Seward 
adding the extras. 

A Brunskill lineout 
steal metres out saw 
scrum half Rhianydd 
Morgan dart over, 
Seward converting. 

In contrast at this 
juncture Celtic, despite 
the efforts of their big 
pack, could not break 
down a mean, 
determined home 

defence which kept its 
shape and intensity to 
deny the visitors. 

Big hits from Natalie 
O’Shea and Michaela 
Excel turned over 
possession for Phoenix 
and Burnell used it well, 
kicking ahead to use the 
pace of Seward, and the 
former Cardiff City 
Ladies footballer showed 
fine dribbling skills to 
win the touchdown 
before adding the 


conversion and Phoenix 
led 31-0 at the interval. 

Consummate lineout 
skills from Brunskill set 
up the next home try; the 
Phoenix backs, now 
playing with confidence, 
moved the ball wide and 
Burnell timed her pass to 
perfection in midfield for 
Seward to straighten onto 
the ball and race in from 
35 metres. 

The dual efforts of 
Edmunds and 

Stonehouse turned the 
ball over prior to the next 
home score with skipper 
Katie Murphy breaking 
clear in the visitors’ 22 to 
put the supporting 
Brunskill over for a well 
deserved try, Seward 
converting. 

To their credit, and 
despite picking up 
several injuries, the 
visitors continued to 
contest matters. Tara 
Einnegan in particular 
ran hard at Phoenix when 
given the opportunity. 

Celtic pressed in the 
home 22 and only a try- 
saving tackle from 
Samantha Cox on Lauren 
Aitken in the shadow of 
the posts kept the 
Phoenix try line intact. 

However it was to be 
the day of the Phoenix 
and the home side 
finished in style, a side¬ 
stepping run from 
Burnell putting Phoenix 
back on the attack and 
handling between backs 
and forwards saw Nerys 
Lloyd put impressive 
replacement Laura 
Workman over halfway 
out, Mullen adding the 
extras to seal a fine all 
round team performance. 

Alicia Williams was 
chosen as Maesteg Celtic 
player of the match with 
Hannah Seward chosen 
for Phoenix, both 
recipients picked out by 
their opposition players. 

The Phoenix squad 
can only take confidence 
from this display, and 
continue to work hard 
and develop under 
coaches Leanne Casely 
and Jac Pic ton. 

With both under-15 
and under-18 girls teams, 
the future of Pencoed 
Phoenix looks bright. 

TR 



Cowbridge 
through to 

ON Saturday Cowbridge youth 
hosted Crymych in the Welsh 
Youth Cup. 

With poor weather conditions 
overnight and forecast for the rest of 
the day, the home pitch was ruled to be 
unplayable. 

It was fortunate that it was possible 
to move the fixture to the 4G pitch at 
the Centre of Sporting Excellence at 
Ystrad Mynach. The centre staff were 
fantastic in hosting the fixture at such 
short notice. 

There was no let up in the driving 
rain by kick off. Crymych won the toss 
and decided to play with the wind. 

The first half started well for 
Cowbridge with some adventurous 
play and sound defence keeping 
Crymych in their own half for large 
periods. 

However some silly penalties 
around the fringes of the breakdown 
gave Crymych good field position. 
Lrom the resulting line-out a Crymych 
attacked midfield but another penalty 
by Cowbridge at the breakdown led to 
the visitors opening the scoring with a 
well struck penalty. 

The game entered a sustain period 
of pressure by Crymych. The 
Cowbridge defence stood up well but 
the pressure told and Cowbridge 
conceded another penalty which 
Crymych converted well in the 
conditions. 

With half-time approaching 
Cowbridge needed to get points in the 
board. 

Some good phase play resulted in a 
chip over the top from fly half Tom 
Lucas; with a good chase on Crymych 
took the ball over their own line and 
Cowbridge were awarded a scrum five 
meters out. 

The Cowbridge scrum was 
performing well, led by the front row 
of Craig Boxhall, Tom Evans and 
George Thomas. 

With the ball secured number eight 
and captain Dan Holder picked up at 
the base and crossed for the first try of 
the game. Josh Thomas converted and 
Cowbridge led 7-6 at half-time. 

The second half started with a surge 
towards the Cowbridge line by the 
visitors. 


youth team 
semi-finals 

A powerful run by the Crymych 
prop nearly saw Cowbridge relinquish 
the lead but a well-organised defence 
saw the ball turned over and outside 
half Tom Lucas cleared the lines. 

Lrom here Cowbridge built a great 
platform to launch several attacks on 
the Crymych defence. 

This pressure resulted in a penalty 
for offside and J Thomas kicked to the 
corner. 

Second row Matt Lock, who 
impressed in his play around the park, 
secured the ball and from a well- 
executed driving maul prop Sam 
Richards crossed within minutes from 
coming off the bench. 

The pressure continued from 
Cowbridge and the backs started to 
move the ball. Hard yards were made 
by Scott Griffith and James Bennett 
leading to great field position for 
Lucas to commit the Crymych 
midfield and offload to Ashford 
Thomas who took a great line to cross 
under the posts. The conversion took 
the score to 19-6. 

Lrom the restart Cowbridge 
continued in the same vein, with Aaron 
Bowman and Marc Herbert making 
their presence felt at the breakdown. 

Playing the wind well Crymych 
found it difficult to get out of their own 
half and the resulting pressure saw 
Lucas make a great break to cross in 
the comer to make it 24-6. 

Crymych never gave up and kept 
going right to the end. With the final 
whistle looming Cowbridge defence 
remained well organised in their 22 
and after several phases from the 
visitors manage to turn the ball over. 

Lucas again cleared the line and the 
chase was superb from replacement 
wing Lloyd James which saw him just 
denied of the ball inches short of the 
Crymych line. The final score was 24- 
6 . 

This result sees Cowbridge youth 
into the final four for the second year 
in succession. The semi-final will be 
played on Saturday, March 26, 
opponents and venue to be confirmed. 

RH/RV/RK 



Pencoed RFC welcome 
famous names to club 



Phil Steele, Martyn Williams and Kingley Jones, with chairman Terry 
Rees and Molson Coors representative Sian Noble, enjoyed a very 
entertaining evening at Pencoed RFC for ^Worthington Wednesday^ on 
February 17. Picture by club photographer JULIE HANCOCK. 


Bridgend Bridge Club news 



ABOVE LEFT: Tony Disley and ABOVE RIGHT: Club handicap pairs 
competition winners V Irene Thomas and Margaret Williams 


THE overall winners of this 
year’s club handicap pairs 
competition are V Irene 
Thomas and Margaret 
Williams. Many 

congratulations to this 
successful pair. 

Congratulations also to Tony Disley, 
who has been selected to play for 
Wales in the Senior Camrose, making 
four club members this year who have 
been selected to represent Wales at 
bridge. 

What a wonderful accolade on the 
quality of our members’ bridge! 

RECENT RESULTS 

The results for recent events are: 

Wednesday, February 17: 1st David 
Bowen and David Crompton, 2nd John 
Beard and Liam Sheridan, 3rd 
Marjorie Morris and Bill Turner. 
Winners on handicap David Bowen 


and David Crompton. 

Thursday, February 18: 1st 
Christine Miller and Stuart Davies, 
2nd Geoff and Christine Tinkler, 3rd 
John Henson and Mike Williams. 
Winners on handicap Christine Miller 
and Stuart Davies. 

Friday, February 19: 1st Emer and 
Tony Disley/Jenny Vaughan and Irene 
Thomas, 3rd Vida Halford and Glyn 
Williams. Winners on handicap Eileen 
Mahoney and Geoff Barnett. 

Regular club nights take place on 
Wednesday and Lriday evenings at 
Nolton Church Hall. Play is scheduled 
to commence at 7pm so it helps if 
players arrive at least 10 minutes early. 

On Thursday afternoons at 2pm, 
also at Nolton Church Hall, there is a 
gentle duplicate session. 

Master points are now awarded but 
it remains a relaxed occasion where 
players enjoy their bridge. 

TG 


Ninth win in a row for 
Penybont under- 18 s 


SECOND-placed 
Penybont under-18s 
took on third- 
placed Cwmavon in 
what was a hard 
fought match in 
difficult conditions. 

Cwmavon have the 
second best defensive 
record in the league and 
it was clear to see why by 
the way they defended 
during the game. 

Penybont started the 
game strongly and had 
lots of possession which 
suited their superb 
passing game. It was just 
a case of breaking down 
Cwmavon’s well- 

organised defence. 

It looked like 
Penybont’s best chance 
of opening the scoring 
would be from distance 
and that’s exactly what 
happened in the 12th 
minute of the game. 

Right back Ben 
Symons was rewarded 
for his endeavour after a 
long-range shot clipped 
into the back off the net 
off the post. 


It was almost like a 
game of attack versus 
defence in large parts of 
the first half and 
Penybont were denied a 
further first half goal by a 
mixture of some good 
goalkeeping and 

defending. 

It was clear to see that 
Cwmavon’s game plan 
was to score on the 
counterattack but 

Penybont defended well 
to thwart any threat of a 
Cwmavon equaliser. 

With the match still in 
the balance an early 
second half goal for 
Penybont was exactly 
what was required. 

This pivotal goal came 
in the 50th minute after 
Arran Williams showed 
good vision to play a 
dangerous ball into the 
penalty area which 
eluded several Cwmavon 
defenders. 

After several attempts 
on goal, the ball was 
eventually turned in by 
midfielder Connor James 
who can’t miss an 
opportunity on goal at 


present. 

Penybont were now 
easing to victory with 
Cwmavon failing to 
change their approach 
and trouble the Penybont 
goalkeeper Calum 
Williams, who only had a 
few routine saves to 
make for the entirety of 
the match. 

Cwmavon’s fate was 
inevitably sealed in the 
84th minute when 
Penybont scored a third 
goal through striker 
Matthew Symons who 
reaped the benefits of a 
great touch to loft the ball 
over the goalkeeper into 
the back of the net. 

Overall, this was 
Penybont’s ninth win in 
succession and their 
quality of passing 
football is getting better 
by the match. 

This match, backed up 
the previous Thursday’s 
6-1 victory over 
Llangynwyd, was once 
again a pleasure to 
watch! 

TOM PROSSER 
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Advertisers please note: deadline for 
Classified Section is 5pm Monday 
(to appear in the following week's edition). 
Telephone 01 AAG 774484. email: 
samantha.miller@tindlenews.co.uk 
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Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 
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VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07974 065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
. “y COVERING ALL AREAS JESV 




Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 


^^BLUND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.UK 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


MIKE ANDERSON 

(Builders extraordinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 
Wetrooms and all invalidity 

Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 

Email MAbuilders2015@outlook.com 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATNEHT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 " 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



A.J's 

^uilding Services 


Coa/f/Mcl^ and 
t^i/ade 


Donnestic & Connnnercial work 
Interiors & Exteriors 
Insurance work undertaken 
UPVC Soffits, fascias & guttering 
Clean, tidy & reliable 


TRUE 
COLOURS 1 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 

www.daisy 

decoratingand 

design.com 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


SERVICES 


• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories ^ 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 




Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~Estl987~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 


• All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 35 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 404506 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 


01446 781448 www.cowbridgedecorating.com 

07973 628842 email: jdrummond137(S)gmail.com 


Painter & Decorator 

ti miMir WAn t aw //U.IJ 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

Calls 


Time served, qualified, T 01446 772702 
professional, fast, clean M 07505 979078 
worker, all insurance 
work undertaken 



www.nhdecoratlng.co.uk 

nhurleypd@googlemail.com 


Oufux * 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


Phone Joy on 

07754 809090 

Advertisers please 
note: deadline for 
Classified Section is 
5pm Monday 
(to appear in the 
following week's 
edition). Telephone 
01446774484 . 
email: 

samantha.miller@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 
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....CALL A PROFESSIONAL FROM OUR A-Z LIST! 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 . 



The GEM 

01446 774484 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 
puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels 
& Stains 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 
•New Rubber Seals 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


riuuwb ^ 


AND INSURANCE 
QUOTATIONS 


Porthcawl CF36 3DP 



ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Oall 01446 
■7-74484 to 
advertise 
witKi The 
GEIN/I, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


ffjHDffi KIUE SEEIffCEE 

Cnopialictc in felling, pruning, 

0|llfbldll5lb III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees — ™ 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel; 01446 11385? 
SITE CLEARANCE or 0?921 902?29 



> UMidMi CkMM^CPn fpf 

T#il»144>77HM 




NEED A TREE SURGEON? 

AN t(et woik undeitaken 
Fullginsuied 

wwwArbCymru 

TELaiK6BM017 MOB: 07113189615 


cuidi 


Contact 

ValeJetClean today for a 
FREE no-obligation quotation] 

"■penarth 02920 700571 / 07767 310618 
Email:info@valejetclean.co.uk 
Visit:www.valejetclean.co.uk 


Cowbridge &Vak Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

/ / ^ ^ ^ National Inspection Council for 

A1 / /1 Ass B Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885 3^7642 I Approved Conuam 

A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 

Dave Reffell 

E/ectr/ca/ 

Services 

W Domestic 

1 1 Installer 

1 1 Scheme 

Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d. reffell@hotmail. co. uk 

JJ- 

1 

[!3 Electrical 

Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Csrtification 

07891 965150 
01446 700182 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

Aivarcf Winning Landscapers & Driveway instaiiers 
• Fencing • Block Paved Driveways 

• Artificial Grass Installers • Walling • Patios 

• Water Features/Ponds • Decking • Turfing 

mfo@gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01656 668090 


www.npgls.co.uk 


Arborwood Tree Care 

•Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting •Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting • 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood For Sale 


..f 


with this advert 


15% off 


lUMBERIACKSSaiSf' 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

Call Dion on 01446 728197 

We Serve Cowbridge, 
Bridgend, Barry & The Vale 

• Tree felling • Tree preservation 

• Dangerous tree work orders checked 

• Dead wooding for free 

• Thinning out & stump • Dismantling 
removal (at reduced rate • Pruning 

if we have removed tree) • PoUarding 

• Hedges, Bushes & Shrubs • Crown lifting 

• Log Splitter • Chipper 

& Operator Hire & Operator Hire 

I WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE~| 

AU garden work undertaken 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured. Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


SEASONDED HARD WOOD LOGS FOR SALE 


£80perTxM^Loose 


Llewellyn Garden Services 

Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 

Fencing, Garden Clearance, 

Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 




in720l6 


Landscaping 
Hedges 
Decking & Fencing 
Patios 
Tree Felling 
Gravel Areas 
Grass Cutting 
Fully Insured 


01446 4j3945 or07971 888151 

email: il^ B l Ml^ snservices.co.uk 


Arbtech Tree Services Ltd 

Covering every aspect of tree work 
with £5 million PL Insurance. 

For a free and friendly quote call the local specialists on 

01446 719075 / 07734 943570 

or visit www.arbtech-trees.co.uk 

to find out more and watch us work. n 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


THE 

FENCING 

DOCTOR 


All types of 
fencing imdertaken. 
New fencing & repairs 
carried out. 
Supply & fix avaUalDle. 
New gates supplied 
& fixed. 

Free quotation. 


Call Graham 

07969 039358 


01446 774484 



Gas 

Services 


Combination Boiler & LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 / 07814 394378 


Andrew Allen Gas & 
.Plumbing Limited 

A family run business 
for your family needs! 

W INSTALLATION, SERVICING 
& BREAKDOWNS ON ALL GAS APPLIANCES. 
ALL FIRES & FIRE SURROUNDS INSTALLED 
*LADY GAS ENGINEER AVAILABLE* 


10 Year Warranty Find US today OP Facebook. 

on New Boilers TEL: 07891 348113 ■ 

Subject to 
conditions 


and 07740 518131 


Advertisers please note: deadline for 
Classified Section is 5pm Monday 
(to appear in the following week's edition). 
Telephone 01446 774484. email: 
samantha.miller@tindlenews.co.uk 




OvenGleamers 

The Oven Cleaning Service 

Would you like your ^ 

Oven, Range, Aga, Hob ^ 

or Extractor Gleamed? 

Then contact OvenGleamers for 
a free, no obligation quotation. 

Call Now: 02920 098333 

www.ovengleamers.com 


CardMI 

North 


Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 623 353 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
I I F Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40 yO 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i 6i 6 


mriumbniii 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

T 

0t444«t)f71 

orff 


•Boiler Installation 
•Radiators 
•Central Heating 
Systems etc 
From a blockage 
to a bathroom suite j 
07891 984965 ^ 
, 01446 622815 


)W Bathrooms 


Plumbing •Tiling I 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms I 
Free estimates I 
No job too small | 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

Specialising in 
Coverage of 
Artex Ceilings 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 

or 01446 *52 
421006 215639 



All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task too big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


Go to the The GEM 
for the latest stories and breaking news... 

www.barry-today.cauk 

www.cowbi1dge-today.cauk 

www.llantwit-major-todayxauk 

www.bi1dgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.cauk 


Contact 
The GEM 
Classified 
Section 

on 01446 774484; 
or E-Mail 
Samantha at: 
samantha.miller@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 


D.A. Ross 

A-Z Property 
Maintenance 

Building & 
Handyman Services 

01446 408600 
07832 208769 


Call US on 01446 774484 for'Don't Do it Yourself'enquiries 
or email samantha.miller@tindlenews.COiuk to advertise your business on these pages. 
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DONT" ao IT YOURSEl-F... 

....CALL A PROFESSIONAL FROM OUR A-Z LIST! 


Advertisers please note: deadline for 
Classified Section is 5pm Monday 
(to appear in the following week's edition). 
Telephone 01446 774484. email: 
samantha.miller@tindlenews.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing _ 

specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


- ^^^PREMIER 

ROOFING 

Mr ^^WALES LTD 

ALL REPAIR 

I IMr»CDTAI/CM. OrCWIMLIOID 


ALL REPAIR WORK ^ 
UNDERTAKEN: 

• LEAD WORK, 

• CHIMNEY STACKS, 

• ALL FASCIA BOARDS 
& GUTTERING, 


07972 736806 
01446 741574 


' VELUX UPVC WINDOWS. 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


STANTON 

vjt ' CONSTRUCTION 


All building work covered 

• New slate/tile 
roofs 

• New flat roofs 

• Slipped tiles 
replaced 

• Lead work 

• Chimneys 

• Guttering/ 
Fascias 

Free estimates 
01446 489368 



Wolf>^ 
&Vale 
MAN & VAN 

HOUSE & GARDEN 
REMOVALS 
LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIERS 

Mobile 

07885 892923 

ralph@wolfandvale.com 

Wolf & Vale are licensed by Natural 
Resources Wales as Waste Carriers 


(^PYRmiD^ 

miEMW AlS 

Near or for, 
small or large 

01446 734485 
^ 07564 162958 ^ 



P.C.S LTD 

Rubbish Clearance 
Services 

Houses, Garages, 
Gardens, Shops 

CLEARED 

Free Estimates 
Tel: 01446 745698 
Mob: 07866 169825 


Contact The GM 
Classified Section on 
01446774484; or 
E-Mail Samantha at: 
samantha.miller@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 






Driving School Ltd 

• Learn to drive at 14yrs old 

• Intensive 1 week courses 

• Manual & Auto • Male/Female Ititors 

• New Year Special offers 

0800 0280 406 

ww w.catseyesdrivingschool .co .uk 



OK Environmental Services Ltd 

Local family-run business for all your 
liquid waste needs. Cesspits/Septic Tanks, 
Liquid Waste Specialists. 

Contact William Oakes on 01656 862414 
07779 255639/07870 388432 




■ Tiling by Tanya 

1 ^ All aspects of wall & floor tiling 

■ ^ Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 

2 ^ Friendly, professional service 

■ ^ No obligation free quotes 

S 07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 


All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 


01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) wanted 


i FIREWCX)D 

I ic'-. & Kl Df 

I Ctill 01446 771567 

j for hulk wvntpr dpiiK 

Ibpstak 


Frazer’s 

WANTED 

for cash in all areas 

Cars, Vans, Lorrys & 
Quads. In any condition 
running or not. With or 
without MOT, insurance 
loss or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am -10.30pm 

Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 




ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 





HOUSE 

aEARANCE 

local, reliable, 
friendly, 

accommodating 

Call; 

07972510158 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and sohcitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 


Explore The GEM online ^ 

barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 



Immediate payment of up to £10,000 

MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle, 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, 

Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 

Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

• Factory/Farm Clearances 

• All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


. CALL US TODAY 
k^OI 446 421034 • 


wvvw.sbssalvage.com 
07772 054534 • 


Monday to Sunday , 
07410 549526^ 


BUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


There's lots 
more online.... 



WANTED 


Camper Van/Caravan 

Any age, any condition, including an 
unfinished project with/without MOT. 
If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331 


WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 
If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 




strife (^^nercd ^^krectors 


IT'S ALL ABOUT THE FAMILY. 


• Totally independent funeral directors 

• 24 hour attention, arrangements for 
weekends & evenings 

• Private Resting Rooms 

• Loved one remains in our care in Barry 

• Male and female professional staffs 
Mercedes cortege fleet 

'fun 

Call us on 

01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7, Tynewydd Rd, Barry, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 8HB 


• Award-winning funeral planners 





Court Road, Lyndsay Ellis @ 

CF6Mk the VALE F ^LSERVICL 407962 


A Professional & Personal 
Service to the highest 

STANDARDS 

Family owned & run by husband 
& WIFE Lyndsay & Nicola 

Prestige Jaguar 
Cortege Vehicles 

Fully qualified & experienced 

MEMBERS OF STAFF 


w w w.valefuner alser vice .co .uk 
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Part Time 
Receptionist 

required for busy opticians. 
Please phone for further 
details, or call 
in with CV to Gvyyneth 
Morgan, Llantwit Major 
Tel: 01446 793430 


Allied Healthcare 
Recruiting Now! 

Up to £8.40 per hour 
plus holiday pay. 
Flexible Shifts, 
Full/Part Time 
For immediate 
interview call: 
01446 747777 


Horsesh^s 


Moulton, Nr Barry 


requires a 

second chef 
with cooking 
and 

preparation 
of fresh food 
skills. 

Contact Richard 
or Bob on 
01446 710428 


A disabled lady living in Llantwit Major is looking 
to employ a personal assistant to assist and 
support with domestic duties around her home 
and in the community. 

She also requires support with shopping, meetings 
and social events so car owner/driver essential. 

There are 6 hours of work available, rate of pay is £8.25 per hour. 
Telephone: 01443 827930 or e-mail 
recruitment@dewiscil.org.uk 
Quote Ref:VOG009. Successful applicants are required to 
provide an enhanced disclosure, expense to be met by employer. 
Charity No. 1098229 


Optical Assistant - Cowbridge 

An Optical Assistant is required to join a well- 
established independent group of Optical 
practices in Cowbridge. 

The role involves working up to 5 days a week, 
including Saturdays, working 9am to 5pm. 

To apply for this role please send a copy 
of your CV or ask for an application form. 
Caii 01792 771489 for more information. 


A gentleman with MS living in St Athan is 
looking to employ a personal assistant to 
provide support with all aspects of personal care 
within the home. 

There are 38.5 hours of work available over 7 days 
a week, rate of pay is £8.00 per hour. 
Telephone: 01443 827930 or e-mail 
recruitment@dewiscil.org.uk 
Quote Ref: VOG174. Successful applicants are 
required to provide an enhanced disclosure, 
expense to be met by employer. 

Charity No. 1098229 


CYNGOR CYMUNED DINAS POWYS 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

ASSISTANT CT.ERK 

(SCP15-SCP27) 

(SCP15 = £8.613 per hour (starting minimum salary) 
(The salary and conditions will be in accordance with 
the recommendations of the NALC/SLCC ‘Conditions 
of Service’ for Clerks of Local Councils 2014-2016.) 
A vacancy has arisen for a permanent, part-time 
(initially 20 hours per week) position of Assistant 
Clerk to assist in administration of this progressive 
Community Council. 

This Community Council is seeking a motivated 
person to assist with the administration and IT within 
the Community Council’s Office and to provide cover 
when the Council’s Clerk is on leave. 

The ideal candidate will be required to possess 
experience in administration demonstrate 
commitment, enthusiasm and a good understanding 
of Local Government procedures and protocol. 
Previous experience of working in a Local 
Government environment would be advantageous. 
Dinas Powys Community Council is an Equal 
Opportunities Employer and a copy of our Equal 
Opportunities Policy can be provided upon asking. 
An Application Form and Information Pack can be 
obtained from: 

Dinas Powys Community Council, Council Office, 
Parish Hall, Britway Road, Dinas Powys, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF64 4AF. 

Email: theclerk@dinaspowys.org 
www.dinaspowys.org 
Closing Date: Friday, 4th March 2016 
Interviews Date: Week Commencing 14th March 2016 


Are you fit to deliver? ^ 

We need fit reliable people to help distribute the ' 
Glamoi^an GEM newspaper to local homes, once a week. 

•TEENAGERS 
(aged 13 years and over) 
•ACTIVE SENIOR CITIZENS 
•HOUSEWIVES-STUDENTS 
SHIFTWORKERS 


If we do not bm 


Please ring: 01202811666 


your a) 


i 


isdiat 


waiting list until a suitable opportunity occurs. 




y Green Willow Funerals 

Family Centred Funeral Services. All profits donated to charity 

For caring, sensitive, bespoke funeral 
arrangements at a time of need. 


Contact Huw Parkman based at 

21a Station Road, 

Dinas Powys, CF64 4DE 

02920 514627 

We welcome no-obligation enquiries and also 
cater for 'pre-need'funeral plans which help: 

• Limit costs • Record your wishes 
* Relieve your pressure on family & loved ones 



www.9reenwillowfun6rals.com f 




Mitsubishi 
Lancer Elegance 

Blue 1.6 Petrol 2006 
Low mileage, service history 
Alloy wheels, full leather, air 
con etc, excellent condition, 
new MOT. £1795 
02920 513039 


2002 5 Door 
Toyota RAV 4 

82,500 miles, economical, two 
litre petrol, usual extras, also 
includes sunroof, tow bar, 
VGC, new 13 month MOT 

£1950 

01446 751155„ 


W A Brown Son 


Olftelor* 


• py&%i 



« 


TO 

ADVERTISE YOUR 

SITUATIONS 
VACANT, 
FAMILY NOTICES, 
BIRTHDAYS, 
ANNIVERSARIES, 
ETC 

Call Sue on 
01446 774484 
• email: gemsales 
(S>ti nd lenews.co.u k 


Kia Carens GL 7 
sealer 1st registered 
Dec 2008 47k miles. 
Full service history. 
MOT until Dec 2016. 

2 owners from new. 

P1QQR 

01446 719350„, 


Citroen CX2 59 
Plate Diesel VTR 

70,000 miles, VGC, lady 
owner past 5 years, fully 
serviced with Citroen. 

£2,850 ono 
Tel: 01446 793682 


ADVERTISE HERE E12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to ‘The 

Olamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 

CF71 TEL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone 
number. You may alter 
your advert as items are 
sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 


Lounge Suite 

of 3 seater sofa & 2 
armchairs, oak framed 
with biege patterned 
fabric. Cash only. 
Buyer collect. 
£100 

01446 740817. 


Keylon 5ft. four drawer 
bed and head board 

£250 

Two seater beige sofa, 
removable covers £85 
Roberts zoom box 2 
radio/cd player £35 
Large preserving pan 
£15 

01446 793873„. 


Two Half Glass 
Internal Doors 

£10 each, 
buyer to collect 

01446 621715 


Car Boot 
Items 

Household & 
antiques etc. New & 
used belongings. 
Items can be sold 
individually or job lot. 

07748775657 


FOR SALE 

8 sheets of 
polycarbonate ST 
(new in wrapping) 
Multiwall longlife 
sheets £100 ono 
Titan lOinch table 
saw, excellent 
condition. £50 ono 

01656 740 591 


Cast Iron Spiral 
Staircase 

with wrought iron 
balustrade. 
Dismantled and 
ready for collection. 

£595 ono 

01446 793793 


Kitchen Table 

6 chairs 5ftx3ft - 
31 inch high. 
Solid wood 
farmhouse style. 
Good condition £120 

01656 782898 


Leisure Range 
Double Oven 

Electric & gas. 5 ring gas 
hob and hot plate 
100x60cm. Franke 
Granite Sink. Right-hand 
drainer 100x52cm. Open 
to offers - buyer collects. 
07880 937228 


2 Italian Premium 
Leather (2 seater & 
3 seater) Sofas 

Taupee white, 

7 months old, as new. 
Cost over £2000. 

Only £850 ono 

We can deliver. 

01446 677471 


GEM 


n Newmarket 

Holidays 



Buckingham Palace 

Celebrate Her Majesty’s 
90th Birthday 
2 days from £125.00, 

August & September 2016 

Visit Buckingham Palace in 2016 and you will 
see the magnificent State Rooms and also 
‘Fashioning a Reign’ Exhibition, a celebration 
of Her Majesty’s 90th birthday. 

For tours in August you’ll also be able 
to pre book a tour of Clarence House, in 
September the exquisite Queen’s Gallery. 
Highlights & inclusions 

• Admission to Buckingham Palace and the 
‘Fashioning a Reign’ Exhibition 

• ‘Royal London’sightseeing tour 

• Visit to Royal Windsor 

• One night’s three-star bed and full buffet 
breakfast hotel accommodation in the 
Heathrow/Slough area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 

‘Book by 29 February 2016. Please quote code 3MGKU9. £10 
reduction is off the price shown above. Offer may be withdrawn 
at any time. 


call 0330 160 7817 °s °g 

Visit WWW. newmarket.travel/glgl 1438 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket 
Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


Go to the 
The 
GEM for 

the latest 
stories 
and 

breaking 

news... 

www.bairy- 

today.cauk/ 

WWW. 

cowbridge- 

today.cauk/ 

wwwJIantwit- 

major- 

todaymuk/ 

www.bridgend- 

today.cauk/ 

WWW. 

porthcawl- 

today.co.uk 


Covering all the 
bases with 

The OTAMORGAJN 
OEM 

Advertise your business 
on our website! 


Your advert here 



Your 

advert 

here 


• Over 30,000 
unique users^ 

• Over 45,000 page 
impressions^ 

Support your newspaper advert 
& target your online audience for 
as little as £45 plus VAT. 

Appear online & strengthen 
your business. 

Contact: Jan Irving 01446 774484 

Ja n.i rvi ngisti nd lenews.co.u k 
or Wendy Short 01446 774484 

wendy.short@tindlenews.co.uk 

^Figures as of end of January20 7 6 
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THATCHER 


Myrddyn William 

Suddenly on February 16, Merv, aged 77 years, of 
St Donats. Beloved husband to Barbara, much loved 
dad to Robert, Nicholas and Michael, a devoted 
grampy to his six grandchildren and a loving brother 
to Eunice. 

He will be greatly missed by his loving family 
and friends. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Tuesday, March 1 at 1.15pm. Family flowers only but 
donations for Bridgend Judokwai may be forwarded to 
the funeral dbector, W. A. Brown & Son, Pembroke 
House, College Street. Llantwit Major, CF61 ISG. 


I®* JAMES ^ 

Colin Roy 

The family wish to announce the sad passing of Colin 
on February 13th - beloved husband of Lillian. 

He will be greatly missed by all his family and many 
friends 

Resting at the Vale Funeral Service, 181 Court Road 
antil his service at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium 
on Tuesday, 1st March at 10am. 

Family flowers only - donations, if desired, may be 
made at the service to support The Stroke Unit at 
Llandough Hospital. Funeral arrangements entrusted 
to Lyndsay Ellis 01446 407962. 


1^ WALKER ^ 

Peter Alexander 

After a short illness, Peter, formerly of Newport and 
Bridgend, passed away on 14th January at the Royal 
Devon and Exeter Hospital, Wonford. 

His funeral will be held at East Devon Crematorium, 
Whimple at 2.30pm on Wednesday, 2nd March. 


I®* BACON *®| 

Gwyneth Ann (nee Halliwell) 

Peacefully at home in Farnham, Surrey, on 
Saturday, 13 February, Gwyneth, dearly beloved 
wife of Peter, devoted sister to Gareth, Glyn & 
Griff, loving sister-in-law, auntie, and great 
auntie, and kindest friend to all who knew her. 
Gwyneth will be sadly missed by all of her family 
and friends. 

Funeral service and committal at 3pm on Monday, 

7 March at The Park Crematorium, Guildford Road, 
Aldershot, GUI2 4BP. 

No flowers please, but donations will be kindly 
received ‘in memory of Gwyneth Bacon’ by Phyllis 
Tuckwell Hospice, c/o Famham Funeral Service, 
100 Shortheath Road, Famham, GU9 8SE. 

Tel: 01252 711444. 


LINES *1 

Mervyn Baines 

Peacefully on February 17 at UHW Cardiff, 
Mervyn of Llantwit Major, beloved husband of 
the late Elizabeth, dearly loved father of Julie, 
Sarah, Mary-Jane and Michael, dear father-in- 
law of Roger, Paul, Martin and Stacey, much 
loved grandad and great grandad. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday, March 1, 
service 1.30pm at Wick Church, followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 
2.45pm. Family flowers only may be sent to the 
funeral home, donations in heu, if desired, to 
British Heart Foundation c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


|®*SYMMONDS*| 

Christine 

Peacefully on February 22 in hospital, Chris, aged 
72 years of Llantwit Major. Beloved wife of Brian. 
She will be greatly missed by her loving family and friends. 
Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Wednesday, March 2 at 10am (where all please 
meet). No flowers by request please. 

All enquires to WA. Brown & Son. 01446 792489. 


r CREMIN *1 

Patricia 

Peacefully at home on February 20th with her 
daughters Ann & Lesley at her bedside. Patricia, 
beloved wife of the late Harold, cherished nan to all 
her grandchildren and great grandchildren. Loving 
sister to Valerie and brother-in-law Graham. 

She will be dearly missed by all her family and friends. 
Patricia is being cared for by Lyndsay Elhs @ The Vale 
Funeral Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until her 
service and committal at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry on Thursday, 3rd March 2016 at 
10am. Family floral tributes only please - donations if 
desired may be made at the service to The Alzheimers 
Society & Marie Curie Hospice, Penarth. 

Further enquires to Lyndsay Elhs 01446 407962. 


ROBINS 


Arthur Henry 

Peacefully on February 
17 at Brocastle Manor 
Care Home, after an 
illness bravely borne, 
Arthur, much loved 
husband of Pam. 
Private cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium 
on Friday, Febmary 26. 
Enquiries to Mel & Ron 
Watkins Funeral Services, 
PencoedTel: 01656 860545. 




NETHERCOTT 

Remembering 


Terry 

2.8.35-26.2.05 




I®* LEMMER 

Roy 

Hilary, Matt and Becca would like to say a big 
thank you to all the many friends who came to Ray’s 
memorial service at St Donats Church, Llantwit 
Major on Thursday, February 18, for the lovely 
cards and flowers sent and the support received. 
To Father Anthony who conducted a beautiful 
service at the creamtorium and the church. 
Thank you. 


I®* CASTLE ^ 

Olive Jean 

Brian, Joanne and William would like to thank the many 
family and friends for their kind messages of support 
and cards along with their attendance at the celebration 
of Jean's life. Thanks also for the wonderful collection, 
in heu of floral tributes, donated to The Forge Care 
Centre, Patients Fund, which totalled £400. 


HARRIS 

Sylvia 

Julie and Adrian would like to thank everyone for 
attending Sylvia’s funeral on 18th February 2016 and 
for all the floral tributes and donations to Cancer 
Research and Diabetes UK. Special thanks to College 
Fields Nursing Home, Lyndsay Ellis of Vale Funerals 
and Reverend Mark Danks for the lovely service. 



OSBORNE ^ 

George Thomas 

The family would like to thank everyone who 
attended the service of George and for all messages, 
cards and flowers sent in sympathy and support. 
Sincere thanks to all relatives, friends, especially 
those that travelled some distance to be there. 

Pat has been blessed with wonderful neighbours, 
especially Pam, Alan and Sharon. 

Special thanks to Father Kevin Lake for his words of 
comfort and lovely service. Thanks to Rebecca and 
staff at A.G. Adams & Son for the caring way in 
which they carried out their duties and tha nks for the 
donations received for LATCH and Ty Hafan. 



I®* ADBY 

Alan Gordon 

Julie, Andy and family would like to thank all who 
attended the funeral service on Friday, 19th 
February 2016 at Ewenny Priory Church and to 
everyone who sent flowers and cards with 
messages of sympathy and condolence. 
Special thanks to Rev Hazel Norfolk for guidance and for 
conducting a lovely service, and to Andrew Thomas 
Funeral Director for help and support at this tmly sad time. 




JONES *1 

Colin 

(of Arlington Road, Sully) 

Passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 17th 
February 2016. Former colleague at National 
Welsh Bus Company and Cardiff Wales Airport. 

The funeral will take place at the Cardiff & Vale 
Crematorium (Port Road East, Barry, CF62 9PX) 
on Monday, 29th February at 1pm. Dark clothes are 
not necessary. In lieu of flowers, donations, if 
desired, can be made to the Chemotherapy Day Unit 
and Ward East 6 Llandough Hospital at the service 
or forwarded via Park Funeral Directors, 7 Tynewydd 
Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 8HB. 



Anne Sage would like to timk Vernon 
Hancock for all his help when she fell at 
Llantwit Cemetery on 5 February. 


Tm very sorry that I haven’t been able 
to thank you before, but lam very 
grateful for all that you did for me.’ 



Happy Birthday 

to our bestie 

Lynda Allison 

for the 28th February 
Lots of birthday hugs, 
Theresa, Jason and James, Bev, 
Kev and Hannah, xxx 


I?? 

/r s A 



sDuma 
Tea/fey 

(Nee Steensen) 

To the best mother 


(mother-in-law) in the whole 
world. Wishing you a very 



on the 2nd March 


All our love, 
hugs & kisses 
Tony & Barrie 
xxx 

You ’re simply the best! 




< 





The most BEAUTIFUL and 


CARING LADY a family could 


wishjvr to love tnem always. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 

for Sunday 28 February. 


1 All our hugs from your husband, children, 

' grandchildren and your furry family! 

V 

y 




ft 


Happy Birthday 

I Tim Chapman 


ft 

» 

9 

ft 

ft 

9 


on 28th February 


Best wishes from all 
your friends at The GEM 


ft 994i994i«9«994«99 ft 


Connolly (nee Manning) 

CLAIRE-MARIE fy 
{appy 40 tfi ^ 
^ (Birthday! 

To a wonderful wife, 
mother & daughter 

Lots of (ove from 

& Mice, Mum & Dad 

'0* 




Ar 
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Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.barry-today.cauk 

www.cowbridge-today.cauk 

www.llaiitwit-major-today.cauk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.cauk 
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Gr-eight performance 
from hockey team puts 
them on the road to title 


News from the 
Barry Chess Club 


THIS week it was back to a 
more normal schedule of 
matches. Three of our teams 
were in action but were only 
able to record one victory. 

On Monday the Bosons played host 
to the Bridgend Central Rockets in the 
first division. The Rockets are in 
danger of being relegated while the 
Bosons’ aspirations to win the title 
have all but disappeared. 

To maintain their third position in 
the league the Bosons needed a victory 
which they duly attained by the 
narrowest of margins. 

Dave Parsons was the only player 
on the night to win with the black 
pieces. He was ably supported by 
Matthew Davies and Sam Jukes to give 
the Bosons three points. 

Dave Robinson and Damon Davies 
earned victories for the Rockets to give 
a final score of 3-2 to the Bosons. 

On the same night the Quarks in 
division three travelled to play the 
Pontypridd Phoenix. 

The Phoenix may be the team 
directly above us in the league but with 
their greater strength in depth this was 
always going to be a hard game. 

Martin Ricketts and Ken Curry both 
earned good draws against higher rated 
opponents. Unfortunately that was the 
only point we could muster, eventually 
losing the match by 4-1. 

However a crushing defeat for the 
Cardiff Cavaliers increased our margin 
over the teams currently in the 
relegation places to one whole point. 

The North Cardiff Ravens edged 
closer losing their match to Porthcawl 
but picking up two points in the 
process. 

It is getting tight at the bottom of 
this division making our next match, 


away to bottom club Caerphilly 
Knights, a vital encounter in our efforts 
to avoid relegation particularly as they 
also have a game in hand over all of the 
other teams in the bottom half of the 
division. 

On Wednesday it was the turn of the 
Camelots to travel, this time to Cardiff, 
where their opponents would be the 
Castles. 

The Camelots are certain to be 
relegated but want to finish the season 
without a whitewash. The Castles were 
on average rated over 440 points per 
board. 

Indeed their player on the bottom 
board, Charles Summers, has a rating 
204 points above Sam Jukes who 
occupied our top board on this 
occasion. 

So it is with some pride and relief 
that I can report that although we lost 
the match, Peter Watkins on board five 
saved our blushes and maintained our 
record of picking up something in 
every match with an excellent victory 
over Charles. We might have lost 4-1 
but we can still hold our heads up high! 

The Barry Chess Club meets at 
7.30pm each Monday at the West End 
Club, St Nicholas Road, Barry CF62 
6QY. 

The club is open to players of all 
standards; whether you are interested 
in playing competitive chess or just the 
occasional friendly games. 

New players are very welcome to 
just turn up on the night but if you 
contact one of the club members 
through the website we can explain 
what is happening on the night you 
have in mind, and arrange for someone 
to greet you on your arrival. 

For more details visit our website at 
http .-//barrychessclub .yolasite .com. 

PJ 


The Barry and District 
Ladies Skittle League 


PENARTH Hockey 
Club maintained its 
winning run over 
the weekend, with 
the first XI taking 
another step 

towards the De 
Cymru & The 
Marches 1 title 
while the seconds 
recorded two vital 
away wins to keep 
themselves in their 
own GoCreaS 
Hockey League 
promotion battle. 

PENARTH 8, 

BRIDGEND 2 
With injuries and 
suspensions still 

looming over them, 
Penarth’s first team 
squad was again 
reduced to relying on a 
basic 11 players to 
claim the victory and 
three points on offer in 
a potential ‘banana 
skin’ fixture against 
Bridgend. 

With the home side 
dominating play and 
creating several chances, 
Bridgend had their in¬ 
form goalkeeper to thank 
for keeping the scores 
level early on. 

However, with the 
pressure mounting, it 
wasn’t long before the 
floodgates opened, with 
the indefatigable Laith 
El-Khatib registering the 
first goal to continue his 
remarkable recent run 
with yet another 
trademark drag flick. 

David Joyce added a 
second goal before Chris 
Baker increased his tally 
to put Penarth three goals 
to the good. 

Having exercised full 
control over the game en 
route to their lead, the 
Vale side were then 
guilty of switching off 
and, with one pass 
beating their midfield 
and defence, a Bridgend 
forward made no mistake 
as he swept the ball home 
through Adam Putt’s legs 
to give the visitors a 
glimmer of hope. 

Angered by giving 
away their clean sheet to 
a sloppy goal, the Bears 
were stung back into 
action, with Baker 


requiring barely a minute 
to restore the three-goal 
lead, and Penarth would 
go on to put the game to 
bed before the half was 
through, as El-Khatib 
followed up a Baker shot 
which ricocheted back 
off the crossbar to finish 
emphatically from a tight 
angle. 

The second half saw 
Bridgend come out with 
a lot more intensity and 
purpose as they looked to 
restore some pride and, 
with Penarth perhaps 
resting on their laurels, 
the away team would go 
on to dominate the 
opening 10 minutes. 

However, El-Khatib 
would grab himself 
another goal to complete 
his hat-trick but, not to be 
outdone, Joyce would 
score two second-half 
goals to also claim a 
treble and match his rival 
stride for stride. 

To Bridgend’s credit, 
they would keep fighting 
to the end and scored a 
consolation goal to leave 
the final score at 8-2 to a 
Penarth side 

disappointed to concede 
two soft goals, but 
nevertheless still 

delighted with their 
overall performance. 

With just three games 
remaining in their quest 
for promotion from De 
Cymru and The Marches 
1, the Vale side require 
one more victory to 
guarantee promotion and 
two to claim the title, but 
are feeling greedy and 
are targeting all three in a 
bid to go out on a high. 

NEATH ‘A’ 0, 
PENARTH ‘A’ 4 
The second XI travelled 
to Neath on Saturday 
with a bare 11 players, 
having had to borrow 
from the thirds and call 
up part-time keeper 
James Erasmus to 
deputise in goals. 

Midway through the 
half Chick slipped the 
ball to Dave Kidby, 
whose initial shot 
appeared to have been 
smashed high into the 
net, but a quick 
consultation between the 
umpires decided that 
there had been a 
deflection and the goal 


was allowed to stand. 

Falling behind made 
no difference to a Neath 
side desperate to stay in 
the division next season, 
and the hosts continued 
to attack through their 
strong midfield. 

Although Erasmus 
didn't have an entirely 
quiet first half, the few 
times he was called upon 
presented no problem. 

The Vale side were 
quick to turn defence into 
attack, with Townsend 
and eventual man-of-the- 
match Patel linking up 
down the right wing and 
the latter feeding the ball 
to Watkins, who skipped 
past two defenders 
before presenting Kidby 
with an opportunity to 
double the advantage as 
half-time approached. 

The second period saw 
Penarth tighten their grip 
even further and, with 
Kidby and Davison in 
full control of the 
midfield, Watkins and 
Chick were able to exert 
greater pressure on a 
beleaguered home 
defence. The former 
eventually got his 
rewards with the third - 
and potentially most 
important - goal of the 
day as it removed any 
realistic hope of a Neath 
comeback. 

From a penalty comer 
Watkins injected direct to 
Kidby, who crashed a 
dipping shot over the 
prone keeper and into the 
backboards. Again the 
umpires consulted and, 
again, they awarded the 
goal, allowing Penarth to 
close out the game and 
leave Erasmus to become 
nothing more than a 
somewhat soggy 

spectator. 

LLANISHEN & 
CAERPHILLY ‘A’ 0, 

PENARTH ‘A’ 3 
With less than 24 hours 
to prepare - and dry out 
- ahead of their top of 
the table clash at 
Hawthorn, Penarth 
arrived in the 
continuing drizzle with 
a slightly re-jigged line¬ 
up as Richard Baker 
came in for Patel and 
Graeme Jones gamely 
accepted the substitute 
role following a very 


late call-up. 

With Erasmus also 
unavailable for the re¬ 
arranged fixture, Birch 
took it upon himself to 
don the pads and helmet, 
perhaps giving the league 
leaders the impression 
that Penarth A were 
weakened and there for 
the beating. 

Anything other than a 
victory for Penarth could 
have confirmed 

promotion for the 
Llanishen side, but with 
the chance of going up 
still a possibility for the 
Vale side, their 
determined attitude made 
for one of the easiest 
team talks of the season. 

With Chick, Watkins 
and Saturday’s hat-trick 
hero Kidby working well 
as a trio up front, it was 
no surprise when Penarth 
finally took the lead their 
pressure deserved. 

With Davison, now 
back in defence, having 
fed Kerr-Smith, a 1-2 
with Chick caused 
further confusion in the 
Llanishen penalty area, 
before Chick was able to 
force the ball over the 
line - much to the delight 
of his team-mates, coach 
and chairman. 

Although Penarth 
went into half-time 
delighted with the hard 
work that left them a goal 
up on the potential 
winners of De Cymm 2, 
coach Baker reminded 
them of the importance 
of the final ball into the D 
as, for 75 yards, the Vale 
side had moved 
possession beautifully 
from defence to attack. 

The Vale side were 
rewarded with another 
penalty corner of their 
own and, as per the 
previous day, a routine 
change paid dividends as 
the bloodied pairing of 
Watkins and Kidby - who 
had taken a blow to the 
mouth - combined to win 
a penalty stroke, which 
the latter, despite the best 
distracting efforts of the 
home keeper, converted 
via a deflection. 

Penarth managed to 
add a third goal when 
Watkins was rewarded 
for his bravery, 
intercepting a defensive 
pass before rounding the 
keeper to put the game to 
bed, and the visitors were 
able to concentrate on 
securing a fourth 
successive clean sheet. 

Davison took home 
man-of-the-match 
honours after another 
consummate 
performance in the heart 
of the defence, but the 
entire side will need to 
continue operating at a 
similarly high level for 
Penarth to achieve their 
aim of promotion. 

With two winnable 
games between now and 
the impending finale at 
fellow promotion chasers 
Swansea University, the 
season looks set to go all 
the way to the wire. 

PENARTH ‘B’ 0, 

BRIDGEND ‘B 3 
As the appalling 
conditions continued to 
engulf the whole of 
south Wales, Penarth 
‘B’ entertained 


promotion rivals 

Bridgend in a true ‘six- 
pointer’, with the Bees 
positioned three points 
behind their opponents 
with a game in hand, 
but with a significantly 
poorer goal difference. 

While the conditions 
only served to stifle 
Penarth's normally free 
flowing game, the bigger, 
stronger and largely 
younger Bridgend side 
thrived in the high winds 
and driving rain, 
dominating for long 
periods and restricting 
the home side to the 
occasional breakaway 
while establishing a 
comfortable 2-0 lead at 
the break. 

The first goal of the 
second period would 
prove crucial and 
somewhat against the run 
of play the visitors 
scored their third and 
final goal to secure the 
win their early 
dominance merited. 

As well as the players 
on both sides, special 
mention must be made of 
umpires Neil Jewess and 
Brenda Goodfellow, 
whose authoritative but 
sympathetic umpiring in 
truly appalling 

conditions ensured an 
open game played in 
good spirits. 

While not 

mathematically beyond 
their reach, Penarth Bees 
now need others to slip 
up - and to secure their 
own improbable win at 
runaway leaders 

Whitchurch - to secure 
the runners-up slot and 
automatic promotion in a 
season where just 
fielding a third side for 
the first time in 10 years 
has been a huge success. 

All three Penarth sides 
will be in action again 
this coming weekend, 
with the first XI 
continuing their 

promotion push at Bristol 
& West, while the 
seconds travel to familiar 
foe Whitchurch in search 
of the goals that could 
determine the outcome of 
their season. The third 
XI, meanwhile, host 
Swansea City at Stanwell 
School, hoping to 
improve on the draw the 
sides shared earlier in 
the season. 

Penarth Hockey Club 
always welcomes new, 
old and returning players, 
umpire s, supporters, 
friends and helpers 
regardless of age and 
ability. Training takes 
place on Wednesdays at 
Stanwell School, with the 
juniors on the pitch 
between 6.15pm and 
7.15pm and the seniors 
between 7.15pm and 
8.15pm. 

Anyone interested in 
joining the club at senior 
or youth level can 
contact either player- 
coach Ben Croxall 
(b_croxall20@yahoo .co. 
uk) or club secretary 
Dave Stevens 

(d_stevens81 @hotmail.c 
o.uk) for further 
information. 

CL 


LATEST results 
for January 25 are: 

First division: SV 
Gals (B Pycroft 30) 283, 
Coppers (J Ward 34) 

309; Special Angels (J 
Abram 31) 212, Space 
Finders (L Hembury, M 
Clark 31) 292; Bobby’s 
Girls (S Sugden 28) 256; 
Baker’s Dozen (E Baker 
33) 294; Colcot Ladies 
(S Howcroft 23) 223, 
Cigar Ladies (L Webb 
28) 245; Breakaways (C 
Smith, L Smith, J 
Swayne 30) 325, Castle 
Bandits (J Grant 33) 

278; Barry Stars (A 
Morgan, D James 31) 
325, Family and Friends 
(L Sheppard 37) 346; 
Allsorts (J Jones 28) 

227, Family Affair (D 
Brown 26) 259. 

Second division: Pila 
Palas (D O’Sullivan 36) 
334, Vixens (M Marks 
35) 328; Cad Con Fillies 
(C Pearce 26) 222, 
Castaways (M Winder 

26) 230; Rhoose Ravers 
(C Davidson 27) 247, 
Little Devils (J Jones, G 
Bowen 25) 252; Witchill 
Widows (L Spyron 34) 
318, Rhoose Starlights 
(N Pulhn 34) 329; S V 
Lights (E Andrews 29) 
274, After Eights (E 
Carmichael 29) 276; 
Witchill Weebies (S Lou 
38) 334, Red Admiral (S 
Hayes 32) 322. 

Third division: 

Rugby Triers (J Gough 

27) 220,Westenders (T 
Lambeth 26) 229; Hill 
Billies (M Whyman 32) 
340, Persuaders (K 
Kemp 33) 282; Etcetera 
(P Tumulty 29) 264, La 
Belles (C Knight 29) 
232; Airways Angels (A 


Sales 27) 241, Fallen 
Angels (T Lawrence, L 
Chambers 27) 259; 
Twilights (T Davies 23) 
211, Roller Coasters (G 
Giles 24) 202; S V 
Ladies (F Butler 29) 
266, Dolly Mixtures (K 
Rideout 30) 264. 

Fourth division: 
Guardian Angels (S 
Ashton 23) 210, Rebels 
(M Phillips 26) 213; 
Challengers (J Diamond 
34) 303, Witchill 
Wanderers (W Peplow, 


V Kerslake 30) 231; 
Aristocats (S Morgan, C 
Chatwell 23) 213, Off 
The Rails (L Wiltshire, I 
Rosser 24) 243; Nite 
Outers (M Hudson 26) 
231, Liberals (K 
Stevens, G Shire 23) 

127; Hell Raisers (L 
Waters 28) 219, 
Socialites (P Todd, A 
Hicks 23) 204; Witches 
(L Carey 25) 231, Living 
On A Spare (S 
Townsend 26) 209. 


DINAS LADIES REACH 
CUP FINAL WITH WIN 


DINAS POWYS Ladies started 
this cup match against Barry 
Town Development in a 
confident mood. 

This bubble was soon popped as the 
home side took an early lead from a 
superb 20 yard free kick. 

The villagers rarely threatened in 
the next 30 minutes of play in a poor 
game of football. When nothing looked 
on, Laura May Lewis popped in an 
equaliser from a well placed freekick 
from Jade Plumbly. 

Minutes later Rachel Beare thought 
she had given the visitors the lead with 
a great header only to see the Barry 
keeper force it wide. The half-time 
score was 1-1. 

The second half saw the girls in red 
and black get their footballing heads 
on and camped in the home side’s half 
for the first 10 minutes. 

A hopeful hit and hope evaded the 
Dinas defenders and the Barry striker 


cooly slotted home. 

Dinas then went up through the 
gears and chances were coming thick 
and fast. A change in players saw 
Hannah Beddoe make an impact, 
rifling home from a comer following a 
few shots. Vicki Ellison was unlucky 
not to increase the lead with a 
speculative overhead kick. 

Barry were then forced into long 
balls which the visitors dealt with time 
and time again. The clock was slowly 
mnning down when Dinas continued 
to try and play their passing game, 
creating the best passage of play in the 
game. 

A ball from defence found the 
midfield, who threaded a ball through 
to Beddoe who showed composure to 
find Laura May Lewis, who calmly 
slotted home to put the game to bed 
and send Dinas into the semi-final, the 
final score 3-2. 

LL 


Ladies Day 
and point-to- 
point news... 


THIS Saturday is 
Winter Ladies Day 
at Chepstow 

Racecourse, where 
the feature race is a 
£40,000 handicap 
chase won last year 
by the 2014 
Champion Chase 
winner Sire De 
Grugy. 

There will be live 
music from Michael 
Buble and Oily Murs 
tribute acts, a fashion 
show and fashion 
demonstrations as well as 
prizes for the best 
dressed lady, man and 
couple. 

For more information 
visit www.chepstow- 
racecourse.co.uk. 

POINT-TO-POINTS 
IN VALE 

The Glamorgan Hunt 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases will be 


held at Ystradowen on 
March 6, and the 
Ystrad Taf Eechan 
fixture will take place 
over the same course on 
April 10. 

The Llangeinor Hunt 
will be staging their 
meeting at the Dunraven 
Stud at Pyle on April 16. 

Other point-to-points 
to note are as follows - 
South Pembrokeshire at 
Lydstep March 28, 
Monmouthshire at 
Llanvapley April 2, 
Tivyside & 

Carmarthenshire at 
Lydstep April 24, 
Banwen Miners at 
Llwyndu Glais May 2, 
Tredegar Farmers at 
Lower Machen May 8, 
Gelligaer Farmers at 
Lower Machen May 21 
and Pembrokeshire at 
Trecoed on June 4. 

BRIAN LEE 
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Last chance to order with 3 years free servicing' - offer ends on 29/02/201 6 


WARRANTY 



I' 





All-New Sportage 'T 1.6 GDI 

only £ 1 7 9 per month 

with 3 years free servicing 

when ordered before the end of Feb 2016 




1 he bower to Surprise 


Bridgend-01656 641 000 

Odvid Street. CF31 3SA 


Fuel consimption figures in mpg (1/1 CXllcfn) for the All-Mew iCia Sportage range are: Urban 28.2 (10.0) • 52-3 {5Ah Extra Urban 
43-5 (6.5) —o7.3 (4.2), Combined 37.2 (7.6)—61.4 (4.6). C02 enessioosare 1/7—119g/km.MPGfiguresarrofficid EUtnifiatren 
comwratw^ purposes and mag not reflect reaf drivir>g resiJts Mode< shown Al New Kia Sportaoe iGT-Line* 1 6 T-QO 174bhp 6-speed rnaoual 
<M/ID). 7 Year {1 00,000 mile monufacturcf‘s woramy For full tertm and exdLBiora visit www.lciaxojit Tree-Of-Chorw Care-J ar»aibbie at 
partidpabno dealers for new car orders pAaced between 5tb and 29th February 2016 and regstered before 31st March 20 tb Customers have 31 
dogs fram tnar vaNcAn noqrstrotian date to subsenbe Core • 3 consists of thrm hrst sctvks^ Core-3 offer orvoilabio to prrvota customBr&onig. 
Finance subject tostatuswrittei'details on request Finarxe based on6000miles per annum excess mieage charged at I4 9ppermile 



Raprasantative 


offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 

Breokdown 
cover and 
ir^surance 
included 

- 3 _ 

To find out how 
Motability con help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 

Mota bilit y 




Fuai consumption ftguras in mpg (1/1 OOkm) for the Ai-Maw ICia Sportage ranoa are: Urban 28.2 (10.0) - 
52.3 (5.4), Extra Urban 43 5 (6.5) - 67.3 (4-2). Combinad 37.2 (7 6) - 61 4 (4 6). C02 omsiom ara 177 - 
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r^uerj 2016 enpreqi s tp e d bg fa» e JI st jO 16 Customershewe J10e/s fnrn ther v^nctpsres p ir a tion dfOr to subsenbe 

consists of breenrst services Cere-3ofrBraMeAiib4etopr«vateQiStcinersort|. 
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Barry Athletic cricketers 
bag it up for the club! 


THE Barry Athletic 
Cricket youth section 
enjoyed a bag packing 
session at Tesco’s Barry on 
Saturday, February 20. 

The children were able to 
display their new shirts, kindly 
sponsored by Nathan Baker, 
managing director of Plus 
Network Solutions. 

The recently reformed youth 
section collected £451 from the 
afternoon’s activities with 18 
young members from the youth 
section helping out. 

Tesco’s also kindly supported 
the club with a book sale which 
raised £200. 

The customer’s feedback was 


excellent with the children 
receiving thanks on how polite 
and well behaved they were. 

Brochan Evans entertained the 
shoppers, singing hits from the 
past 50 years. 

Mark Ellis, the youth co¬ 
ordinator, commented: “I’d like to 
thank Tesco’s for their support to 
a local sports club like ours, the 
money will go a long way to 
helping us in our first season of 
under-9 and under-11 league 
cricket. Everyone had a great 
afternoon and enjoyed 
themselves.” 

The money raised will go 
towards purchasing new 
equipment and a summer event. 

The youth section currently 


train on Sunday afternoons from 
2pm-3pm at Colcot Sports Hall. 
New members of all abilities 
(both boys and girls) from the 
ages of seven to 13. 

This Sunday sees a Glamorgan 
cricket player, David Lloyd, 
attending training; he will give 
expert advice on batting, bowling 
and fielding to those attending. 

Outdoor sessions will start in 
April at Barry Athletic Cricket 
ground at Barry Island. 

For more information on the 
club’s junior and senior training 
and net sessions, please contact 
Mark Ellis, youth co-ordinator on 
07826 020707 or email 

ozzietour@hotmail.com. 

MR 


JEFF WINS LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORK 


JEFF SAVORY, 
who lives in Barry 
and is Chair of 
Special Olympics 
Wales, has won a 
lifetime 
achievement award 
from Disability 
Sport Wales, for his 
work with athletes 
with an intellectual 
disability. 

Eor more than 30 
years, he has made a 
significant impact on 
disabled people lives and 
opportunities in sport 
through his dedication 
and hard work. 

Jeff has started many 
new clubs throughout 
Wales where he has 
helped introduce 

inclusive sport. 

He also coaches at 
many clubs within the 
Cardiff and Vale area, 
running weekly sessions 
in golf at St Andrews 
Major Golf Club, 
kayaking at Barry Dock 
and artistic gymnastics at 
Penarth Gymnastics 
Club, which is now based 
in Ty Verlon Estate, 
Barry. 

Anthony Abbott, who 
nominated Jeff for the 
award, said: “He is 
completely dedicated to 
Special Olympics and I 
really mean the athletes. 
He is a ‘go to person’; 
any sort of problem you 
have, any sort of issues, 
and he will sort it!” 

Christine Hewlett, 


gymnastic coach, said: “I 
honestly don’t know 
where he gets the energy 
and time from and 
actually commits to what 
he does, and he’s been 
doing this for years. It’s 
fantastic, you don’t get 
people putting in that 
amount of effort and care 
over that length of time.” 

Robin O’Donovan, 
aquatics coach, added: 
“He put a heck of a lot of 
his own time, and no 
doubt a lot of his own 
money, into this, and we 
appreciate it more than 
we can say. We don’t 
thank him enough ever, 
but he deserves all the 
thanks we can give him.” 


Jeff Savory with trophy, Pippa Britton, chair of 
Disability Sport Wales and Anthony Abbott who 
nominated Jeff. 


Barry and District 
mens skittle league 


DIVISION 1: 

BP Breakaways 
(G.Slocombe 27) 263, 
Geest (J .Hawkins 29) 
270; Bunker Boys 
(B.Hewitson 28) 283, 
Cavaliers 

(G.Stephenson 29) 277; 
Ex-Servicemen 
(T.Martin 28) 276, 
Colcot Boys (G.Mills 
26) 233; Mighty 
Dockers (M .Conway 
28) 274, Sea View 
(R.Perry 26) 235; The 
Hairy Lemons 
(L.Russell 30) 300, 
Barry Park 


‘B’(G.Goldsby 30) 273. 
Division 2: 

Abercrete (R .Miller, 
D.Selby31) 290, 

Posties (N.Tipples 28) 
283; The Royalists 
(D .Wright 30) 287, Park 
Rangers (G.Bennett 26) 
277; Tynny Pliers 
(S .Tobin 29) 270, 
Tynewydd Lads 
(D.Sluman 29) 286; 
Willie Wombles 
(S .Cannon 29) 284, 
Cannon Balls (S.Pike 
31)301; Witchill 
Poachers (R .Ashby 40) 
387, Exiles 


(P.Coughlan, G.Mitchell 
33) 327. 

Division 3: 

British Rail (B .Smith 
30) 264, Castle Boys 
(D.Woodham 29) 266; 
Castle Boys (T.Leat, 
D.Woodham 27) 242, 
The Alternatives 
(M.Davies 33) 288; 
Glenbrook Rangers 
(M.Robson 27) 257, Up 
The Mariner (B .Leach 
26) 240; The 
Alternativbes 
(M.Antwood 26) 245, 
C.U.D.(A.Day31) 272. 

HR 


c GREAT BRANDS. GREAT SERVICE 


c BEST DEALS AVAILABLE 

c THOUSANDS OF TYRES 

ALWAYS IN STOCK 

c OUR PRICES ARE ALL 
INCLUSIVE WITH NO 
HIDDEN EXTRAS 

c NITROGEN INFLATION 

CALL US NOW FOR THE BEST 
TYRE DEALS FOR YOUR CAR. 


The tyre 
with a lifetime 
hazard warranty 
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GARY WATSOR MOTOR CO. 


61 NISSAN Qashqai 
1.6 Acenta 

In black, 33,000 miles, very 
nice example 

£9^495 


62 VW Polo 1.2 Match 
5-Dr 

In red, 20,000 miles, 1 owner, 
superb throughout 

£7.995 


11 MINI Cooper 1.6 e4 MG3 Style 1.5 VTi 5-Dr 

, p,.. , ^ In yellow, 3,000 miles with a/c 

In Bntish Racing Green, 

22,000 miles ^ ' q_ 

£8 495 JiO.yyD 




62 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 SE qq jj Quattro 

2.0 HDi 

Verde lime, 22,000 miles, 1 owner . i . i .. /n qqq •. 

REDUCED BY £1000 TO £6^495 t>'ack ieatner^0J,uuu miles 


62 PEUGEOT 208 1.4 
Active 3-Dr 

In metallic purple, 16,000 
miles, low insurance 

£6,995 


13 MAZDA 2 TS 1.3TS 
5-Dr 

In red, 17,000 miles, 1 owner, 
£30 road tax 

£6,495 


I 11 JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertible Auto (Special 
Edition) Silver with black & cream leather, 32,000 miles, 

superb throughout.£29,995 

62 BMW 520 D SE In silver with black leather, 41,000 mile 

executive diesel saloon at .£15,995 

60 JAGUAR XF 3.0 Diesel Premium Luxury S’ In 

black with black leather, 49,000 miles .£15,495 

09 AUDITT Quattro 2.0 HDi In white with black leather 

sports seats, 63,000 miles.£11,995 

54 VW Transporter 2.5 (130) TDI L/W/B In silver, too 

many options to list. REDUCED BY £500 10 £11,495 

I 60 AUDI A3 2.0TDi Sport 5-Dr In white, 36,000 miles, 

low running costs.£9,995 

I 61 NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 Acenta In black, 33,000 

miles, very nice example.£9,495 

MINI Cooper 1.6 Convertible In interchange yellow 
with black roof, 60,000 miles with chilli pack..£8,995 
I 11 MINI Cooper 1.6 Chilli In British racing green, 

22,000 miles.£8,495 

62 VW Polo 1.2 Match 5-Dr In red, 20,000 miles, 

1 owner, superb throughout.£7,995 

I 62 FIAT Diablo 1.6 Multi Jet Diesel Eleganza In met 

grey, 41,000 miles, 1 owner example .£7,995 

I 61 SKQDA Fabia 1.6 Diesel Scout Crios Estate In 

met grey, 23,000 miles.£7,995 

I 61 FQRD C-MAX 1.6TDCi Zetec (New Shape) In met 

blue, 32,000 miles, ideal family hatch .£7,995 

I 09 HQNDA Civic 2.0 Type R In black, 49,000 miles, 

sports hatch at.£7,995 

62 SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZ4 5-Dr In black, 16,000 miles, 
1 owner, high spec.£7,495 

12 FQRD Fiesta Titanium TDCi 70 1.4cc In silver, 

36,000 miles, alloys, bluetooth.£7,495 

64 MG3 3 Style 1.5 VTi 5-Dr In yellow, 3,000 miles with 
a/c alloys etc. REDUCED TO £6,995 

13 KIA Venga ‘2’ Automatic 1.6 5-Dr In black, 37,000 

miles, 1 owner .£6,995 

62 FQRD Fiesta 1.4 TDI Zetec 3-Dr In white, 49,000 

mile new shape diesel at.£6,995 

62 PEUGEQT 208 1.4 Active, 3-Dr metallic purple, 
16,000 miles, low insurance .£6,995 

12 SKQDA Roomster 1.6TDi SE Plus In black, 39,000 

miles, 1 owner. REDUCED BY £500 10 £6,995 

60 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SE Automatic 5-Dr In met 

grey, 35,000 miles .£6,995 

10 VW EQS 2.0TDI Individual In red with black leather, 

fantastic value diesel convertible at.£6,995 

04 MERCEDES SLK 200 Kompressor Auto (New Shape) 

Met silver with grey leather, 70,000 miles.£6,995 

59 VW Golf Plus 1.4TSi SE In silver, 50,000 miles, host 

of extras, superb example .£6,995 

59 VQLVQ C30 R-Design 1.6 Coupe In met titanium, 
29,000 miles, very nice example.£6,995 

61 VAUXHALL Insignia 1.8 Exclusive In silverlake, 

43,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,795 

13 MAZDA 2 TS 1.3TS 5-Dr In red, 17,000 miles, 1 

owner, £30 road tax.£6,495 

13 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr In gunmetal grey, 

16,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,495 

I 62 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 SE 5-Dr In verde lime, 22,000 miles, 

1 owner. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £6,495 

SKQDA Qctavia 1.4 TSi SE Plus 5-Dr In met-grey, 

55,000 miles, 1 owner with sat-nav.£6,495 

I 61 SUZUKI SX4 1.6 SZ4 In met-copper, 16,000 miles, 

very nice throughout .£6,495 

10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 SE Turbo 5-Dr In silver, 55,000 

miles, nice example .£6,495 

10 FQRD Fiesta 1.6TDCiTitanium 5-Dr In silver, 48,000 

miles. REDUCED TO £5,995 

13 VQLKSWAGQN UP 1.0 Black Edition 51,000 
miles, high spec, low running costs.£5,995 


11 


61 


60 


12 SKODA Fabia 1.2 SE 4-Dr In silver, 24,000 miles, very 

nice example at .£5,995 | 

ALFA Romeo 1.4 Mito Veloce 3-Dr In nero etna metallic, 

53,000 miles with leather trim etc.£5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Tom-Tom 

Coupe In black, 36,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,995 

SKQDA Fabia 1.2 TDI Greenlink 5-Dr In red, 

50,000 miles, 1 owner, “Free road tax” .£5,995 

FQRD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S’ Diesel In white, 71,000 

miles, desirable at .£5,995 

07 BMW 320D SE Touring In met grey with sat nav etc. 

Diesel estate at .£5,995 | 

97 PQRCHE Boxter 2.5 In silver with full leather trim, 

71,000 miles, nice example.£5,995 

60 SKQDA Fabia 1.6 Diesel SE 5-Dr In silver, 56,000 

miles, low running costs.£5,695 

64 SUZUKI Alto S23 5-Dr In white, 10,000 miles, 1 

owner, free road tax.£5,495 | 

10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Executive 5-Dr In silver, 

43,000 miles, 2 owners .£5,495 

10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SE 5-Dr In met blue, 68,000 

miles, 2 owners .£5,495 

FQRD Fiesta 1.4 TDI Edge Econetic 5-Dr In silver, 
71,000 miles, fantastic MPG & free road tax £5,495 
FQRD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 54,000 

miles with a/c etc.£5,495 

58 MINI QNE 1.4 (6-Speed) In pepper white, 70,000 

miles with pan-roof, pepper pack etc.£5,495 

HONDA Jazz 1.4 V-Tec Ex In electric blue, sought 

after model with panoramic roof .£5,295 

SKODA Fabia 1.2 ‘S’ 12V Estate In navy blue, 

36,000 miles.£4,995 

RENAULT Megane 2.0 Dynamique Automatic In 

black, 34,000 miles with sat nav .£4,995 

FORD C-Max Zetec 2.0 TDi In met-blue, 69,000 
miles, ideal family car at ..REDUCED BY £1000 10 £4,995 
SKODA Fabia ‘3’ 1.6 Automatic 5-Dr In silver, 

47,000 miles.£4,995 | 

58 VW Poio 1.4 TDi 5-Dr Match In silver, 38,000 miles, 

low running costs.£4,995 

58 VW Goif 1.9 TCDi Match 5-Dr In silver, 81,000 

miles, alloys, a/c.£4,995 

09 VW Poio 1.2 Match 5-Dr In black, 52,000 miles, low 
running costs .£4,795 

58 MAZDA 6TS2 Diesei 2.0 5-Dr In met-black, 74,000 

mile family hatch .£4,795 

12 RENAULT Twingo Dynamique 3-Dr 1.1 cc Fuchsia 

red, 39,000 miles, low insurance .£4,695 

60 FQRD Ka 1.2 Zetec In silver, 50,000 miles with a/c, 
alloys etc.£4,495 | 

60 SMART Fortwo 1.0 Puise Automatic In met-black, 
24,000 miles with a/c etc ..REDUCED BY £300TO £4,495 

05 JAGUAR S Type 2.5 SE Auto In black with black 

leather, 57,000 miles .£4,295 

10 TQYQTA IQ 1.0 VVTi In met-white, 54,000 miles with 
a/c alloys, Ipod connection, superb value.£4,295 

61 CITRQEN Cl 1.0 VT 3-Dr In white, 47,000 miles, 

£20 road tax, low insurance.£3,995 

59 SMART Fortwo Passion Auto In red/silver, 21,000 

miles, glass roof etc . REDUCED BY £300 TO £3,995 

58 MAZDA 2TS2 1.4 3-Dr In met-grey, 57,000 miles, 1 

owner .£3,995 

06 MINI Cooper In British Racing Green, 61,000 miles 

with over £2000 of extras when new.£3,995 

58 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Accenta 3-Dr In met blue, 

42,000 miles, a/c, cd etc .£2,995 | 

07 FIAT Panda Dynamic Diesei in silver, 66,000 miles, 
fantastic mpg. Low road tax and insurance....£2,495 | 


61 


59 


59 


11 


60 


09 


09 


ALL CARS SUPPLIED WITH NEW MOT AND 3 MONTHS RAC WARRANTY 




01446 722600 

www.GARYWATSONMOTORCOMPANY.co.uk - 
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Netball squad 
impress at 
championships 


AFTER a vigorous selection 
process, 25 girls from 
comprehensive schools all over 
Cardiff & Vale were selected as 
part of the Cardiff & Vale 
under-14 netball squad. 

After a five month training 
programme and being unbeaten in all 
matches, the coaches and players had 
high hopes going into the Welsh under- 
14 netball championships. 

The girls did not disappoint with 
some outstanding netball; the A squad 
won seven matches and lost one (by 
one goal!) and were crowned runners- 
up. 

The B squad, which is made up of 
girls all a year younger, played 
superbly, and with so much maturity, to 
win all matches to be crowned Welsh 
champions. 


The Cardiff & Vale under-14 netball 
squad are: St Richard Gwyn High 
School - G Hellerman; Cowbridge 
Comprehensive - B Edwards, H 
McCormack, F Coates; St Cyres 
Comprehensive - M White; Stanwell 
Comprehensive - N Sultana, A 
Colderley, S Anderton, O Tyso, L 
Selman, H Williams, O Scott; Bro 
Ederyn - G Connolly, M Evans; 
Corpus Christi High - A Pattison, C 
Luff-Evans; Cardiff High School - R 
Lloyd, E Beddall; Glantaff High 
School - H Jones, A Evans, C Jones, M 
Morgan, E Jones, N Davies; St Teilos - 
M Beadle. 

Coaches - M Hellerman (Corpus 
Christi High School), M Hunter 
(Stanwell Comprehensive), J Knight 
(St Richard Gwyn High School). 

MH 


South Wales Scorpions 
knocked out of Cup 


THE new-look 
South Wales 

Scorpions were 
knocked out of the 
iPro Sport Cup in 
the first round by 
London Skolars on 
Saturday, going 
down 44-6. 

Injuries destroyed the 
Scorpions’ fluidity and 
confidence, as debutants 
had to play out of 
position, and more 
importantly, they only 
had two substitutes to 
play with for nearly an 
hour. 

London, and former 
Scorpion Elliot Kear, 
were denied an early try 
after the Welsh 
international received a 
forward pass from Sam 
Nash before touching 
down. 

Scorpions took the 
lead on 12 minutes when 
Connor Farrer dived over 


from dummy half. 
Emanuelli converted. 

Kear wasn’t to be 
denied however. 

Following a good 
passing move, he 
grounded in the comer, 
despite the best efforts of 
the Scorpions’ players to 
attempt to push him into 
touch. 

Lawrence, a close- 
season signing from 
Kernel Stags, missed the 
conversion and the Welsh 
held onto a two-point 
lead. 

Scorpions had been 
close to the line on a few 
occasions to try and 
extend their lead, as did 
Skolars who were closest 
when, just before the half 
hour, pressure caused 
Will Lovell to drop the 
ball as he was diving for 
the line. 

But they did gain 
advantage on 34 minutes 
when, following a 
penalty, Charlie 


Lawrence dived over and 
did better with the 
conversion to make it 10- 
6 . 

They extended their 
lead just before the break 
after substitute Erjon 
Dollepi dived over from 
dummy half. Lawrence 
added the extras to put 
London 10 points in the 
lead. 

It took a good move to 
get Skolars further ahead. 
Lawrence kicked a neat 
chip and Alex Anthony 
ran onto it to touch down. 
Lawrence easily 

converted. 

They scored again 
from the next set as 
Dollapi set up Mbaraga 
to score with Lawrence 
unable to improve on this 
occasion. Kear notched 
his second following a 
fine passing move with 
Lawrence failing to 
convert. 

Aaron Small got the 
next Skolars try, 
grounding in the corner, 
with Lawrence failing to 
convert. 

Ben Pointer received 
the ball from Kear to mn 
over with Lawrence 
converting. Sam Nash 
added another but 
Scorpions could have got 
a consolation near the 
end. Scott Gregory neatly 
slipped a pass to Dai 
Evans but the winger was 
stopped in his tracks a 
couple of metres from 
the line. 

South Wales Scorpions 
will be looking for a 
better performance this 
Saturday when they 
travel to Featherstone 
Lions in the third round 
of the Ladbrokes 
Challenge Cup (kick-off 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£25 PER DAY 

»Nissan Micra 
»Ford Focus 
»Ford Focus 
Estate 

»Ford Fiesta 
> Kombi 
Transporters 
»6 seater Volkswagen 
»Volkswagen 9 Seater Minibuses 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: 

01656660160 

(ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT) 


Brian’s Blast From The Past — 1994 


GEM columnist Brian Lee, who 
is celebrating half a century of 
reporting on the Welsh hunt¬ 
racing scene, takes a look at his 
press cuttings book for 1994 and 
under the heading ‘Cowbridge 
Farmer Makes Racing History - 
A special report by Brian Lee’, 
this is what he had to say in the 
Glamorgan GEM dated March 
31,1994. 

“Cowbridge farmer John Llewellyn 
rode his 269th point-to-point winner at the 
Carmarthenshire Hunt Steeplechases on 
Chibougama and has gone into second 
place in the all-time list of winning point- 
to-point riders. 

“Only Suffolk’s David Turner, who has 
ridden 343 winners, has ridden more than 
the Welsh maestro. The records will now 
show that the late Major Guy Cunard, 
who booted home 268 winners has been 
pushed back into third place. 

“Unlike David Turner, who had his 
own large string of horses to back him up, 
John has done it the hard way, riding for 
many different owners since he notched 
up his first win on Highland Myth at 
Llanharry, way back in 1967. 

“The farmhorse where he was born was 
on the site of the old Cowbridge 
Steeplechase course at Penllyn, which has 
seen the likes of the famed Anthony and 
Rees brothers, and some of his early 
successes were gained on the same course 
when it was used for point-to-point racing 
in the 1960s. 

Although he started riding in point-to- 
points at 16, amazingly he didn’t ride his 
first winner until he was 20. 

“However, he has a habit of making 
hunt-racing history and in 1982 he 
became the first Welshman to win the 
national riders’ championship outright, 
with a Welsh record for the season of 19 
winners. 

“John has won the Welsh title on a 
number of occasions. He has also ridden 
winners under Rules at racecourses like 
Newbury, Cheltenham, Sandown, 

Hereford and Chepstow. 

“It was at Chepstow in front of a large 
Welsh crowd that he gained a memorable 
win on Grenville Richards’ Fixed Price in 
the 1986 Land Rover Gentlemen’s 
Hunters Chase Final to become the first 
Welshman to win the race. 

“Four broken collarbones, a broken 
shoulder blade, hip and not to mention a 
wrist and various other ‘minor’ injuries. 

A well-known showjumping competitor, 
he is something of an expert with novice 
horses. After more than 30 years in the 


sport, he often finds himself competing 
against the sons of the fathers he was 
riding against in the 1960s and 70s. 

“He has seen a lot of changes in his 
time and says: “The standard of riding has 
improved, most racecourses are better laid 
out and there is more emphasis put on the 
safety of riders and horses.” 

“A credit to the sport in Wales, he was 
the recipient of a special award for his 
services to point-to-pointing at the sport’s 
annual dinner dance a couple of years 
ago.” 

For the record, John’s 270 winners 
have now been passed by four other male 
riders, none of them Welsh. 

And under the heading ‘Twenty-Five 
Year Career Is Over’ I reported: 
“Chepstow’s Richard Hambleton, one of 
the unsung heroes of point-to-point 
steeplechasing, has hung up his riding 
boots after more than 25 years in the 
saddle. Often outspoken, he has to coin a 
cliche, the heart of a lion. 

“Despite having teeth knocked out, 
both arms broken, shoulders smashed and 
various other injuries, he never lost his 
enthusiasm for the sport he loved. 

“Even when all the bones were 
smashed in his face after a dreadful car 
accident it didn’t stop him riding. 

“He never rode many winners, the 
highlight of his race riding career perhaps 
being a double at the Curre, Howick in 
1980 on Late Guest and Flying Boy. I 
will always associate him with the inaptly 
named Gracious Lady which the 
formbook claimed was a ‘highly 
unsatisfactory ride and a waste of time for 
racing’. 

“In 1975 he not only trained her to win 
two races, but rode her as well! The 
jockeys’ changing tent will never seem 
quite the same ever again.” 

Tim Jones of Rudry has won the Welsh 
point-to-point riders’ championship for the 
third time. 

Jones, who rode 16 winners plus a 
winner under rules, previously landed the 
title in 1988 and 1990. Jones’ 16 wins 
between-the-flags were gained on 15 
different horses. 

A former Welsh junior international 
show-jumper, Jones is one of around 40 
riders to have ridden more than 100 point- 
to-point winners. 

He rode his first winner in 1984 at the 
Llangeinor Hunt Steeplechases, the 
meeting where 12 years earlier his father 
Lloyd Jones had been killed in a race 
riding accicent. 

In 1985 Jones rode five winners as well 
as his first under rules on Japling at 
Newton Abbot, and in 1986 he chalked-up 
seven wins before going on to win the 


Massey Ferguson Maiden Hunter Chase 
Championship at Worcester on John 
Parfitt’s Tarville. 

One of those successes was gained on a 
horse which was to become Wales’ most 
famous steeplechaser - Sirrell Griffiths’ 
1990 Cheltenham Gold Cup winner 
Norton’s Coin. 

Jones won the Ystrad Maiden on 
Norton’s Coin that season and also 
partnered the Welsh wonder horse to his 
first success on a racecourse proper when 
they landed the Spartan Hunter Chase at 
Chepstow in 1988. 

The previous season Jones had booted 
home nine winners and he doubled that 
score in 1988, which was the year 
Cowbridge’s John Llewellyn set a Welsh 
record of 20 wins. 

In 1989, Jones rode 16 winers and in 
1990 he managed to equal his personal 
best of 18 wins. The highlight of his 
riding career to date came at the end of 
that season at the Cheltenham Hunters 
Evening Meeting when he scored a 
brilliant double with Rectory Boy in the 
Bellstaff Novices Hunter Chase and 
Sweet Rascal in the Champagne Piper 
Heidsiek United Hunts’ Challenge Cup. 

In fact, Jones has ridden the winner of 
the latter race on three occasions. 

Jones used to ride for Peter Bowen, but 
the Dyfed livery yard trainer vowed that 
he wouldn’t ride for him again after last 
season’s sensational three-horse open race 
at the Gelligaer Farmers, when the 
Bowen-trained Brunico, ridden by Ron 
Trellogen, Zephyr Nights, ridden by Tim 
Jones, and AlfMaraba, partnered by 
Robert Rowsell, were involved in a farcial 
‘race’ that took nine minutes and 36 
seconds. 

Jones also won the Bill Jones Memorial 
Trophy for the leading rider in the south 
Wales area. 

Jones’ younger sister Pip, was going 
great guns for the women's amateur 
riders’ title until a schooling accident put 
her on the sidelines. 

The Vale’s Willie Pugh won the novice 
rider award and the Elfin David 
Memorial Trophy went to Shan Farr’s 
Charlotte Lane and Dillwyn Thomas’ 
Daisy Miller equal-first. 

Please e-mail your horse racing stories 
and photographs to 
brianlee4@virginmedia.com or phone 
02920736438 


1499 


FOR THE FIRSTS 
SCHEDULED SERVICES' 
WITH ANY NEW . , 

l$UZU^-|^ : 






V- 




DO YOU 
SPEAK 

ISUZU? 


»> 


Eli 


ISUZU D-MAX UTAH FROM ONLY £21.999 ^VAT 


Watts Trucks. Van 

Paul Lewis 

ISUZU 

C»rirt. CFI; WJ 


1 

*1 

THapKanf: 02920 606432 

Telepivont: 07111 2SS417 


Aww wiilUlrucl( 4 ndviirv- 4 %u 2 u.(o jK 

piiijllvwim^w«ltHlvt.CQ uk 


Wit«TrLC<IV.-.- 1rMAlVM.it a 

r.'adi tnW aai rat a FMltr 




















40 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday Eebruary 25th, 2016 




ri aiXLCT] r ' Sport 

YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk ; 



Gatland’s tried and trusted 

Wales can make 
it five in a row 
against France 

F ew eyebrows were expected to be raised with 

Tuesday’s announcement of the Wales team to face 
Grand Slam-chasing France at Cardiff’s Principality 
Stadium on Friday (kick-off 8.05pm). 

Lingering fitness doubts over two or three key players may 
have delayed head coach Warren Gatland naming a near- 
unchanged team from the 27-23 win over Scotland - with only 
the make-up of the back row likely to have entailed any serious 
head scratching - but even that arch Kiwi tactician was hardly 
likely to drop a selection bombshell at this stage in the Six 
Nations. 

Not surprisingly, then, given the physical threat posed by the 
juggernaut French pack, and crucial need to dominate the 
breakdown, Dan Lydiate rejoins skipper Sam Warburton and 
Taulupe Faletau in the now familiar back row, with unlucky 
Justin Tipuric having to return to the replacements bench. 

Bradley Davies coming into the second row in place of the 
injured Luke Charteris will add grunt to the Welsh eight and the 
only other, not unexpected, change is the return of Alex Cuthbert 
on the wing, in place of Blues team mate Tom James. 

This is the Wales line-up that can be quietly confident of 
making it five wins in a row over Les Bleus: 

Liam Williams (Scarlets), Alex Cuthbert (Cardiff Blues), Jonathan 
Davies (ASM Clermont), Jamie Roberts (Harlequins), George North 
(Northampton Saints), Dan Biggar (Ospreys), Gareth Davies 
(Scarlets); Rob Evans (Scarlets), Scott Baldwin (Ospreys), Samson 
Lee (Scarlets), Bradley Davies (Wasps), Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), 
Dan Lydiate (Ospreys), Sam Warburton (Cardiff Blues, capt)^ 
Taulupe Faletau (Newport Gwent Dragons). 

REPLACEMENTS: Ken Owens (Scarlets), Gethin Jenkins 
(Cardiff Blues), Tomas Francis (Exeter Chiefs), Jake Ball (Scarlets), 
Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Lloyd Williams (Cardiff Blues), Rhys 
Priestland (Bath Rugby), Gareth Anscombe (Cardiff Blues). 

DON JOHN 
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THE Porthcawl 
Duplicate Bridge 
Club held its main 
social event of the 
year on February 12 

- the Meskin Bowl 
(handicap) and the 
Meskin Trophy 
(scratch). 

In days gone by, the 
event was held in one of 
the plush hotels in 
Porthcawl (the old 
Esplanade or the 
Seabank) with dinner suit 
and gowns, but sadly 
times have changed. 

However, an excellent 
buffet supper is still 
provided by the lady 
committee members, 
gentlemen wear suits 
(well, some of them), and 
the standard of bridge is 
probably better. 

Latest results are: 

Saturday, February 6 

- First - Terry Dolan & 

Kate Craven; Second - 
Maurice & Margaret 
Harris. Thursday, 

February 11 - Meskin 
Bowl Winners - Dian 
Jones & Kath Grossey; 
Meskin Trophy Winners - 
Tony Haworth & Keith 
Davison. 

Saturday, February 13 

- First (equal) - Jan 

Richards & Pat 
Haworth; Peter & 
Sandie Jenkins. 

Thursday, February 18 - 

- First - Tony Haworth & 
Keith Davison; Second - 
Gary Williams & Pat 
Haworth. 

The February seminar 
was also presented, the 
subject being ‘Splinter 
Bids’ - a ‘must’ topic for 
any aspiring bridge 
player. 

The club meets twice a 
week - Saturday and 
Thursday at the Awel-y- 
Mor centre 7pm 
10.15pm, visitors 
welcome at any time. 

To contact the club, 
call our secretary Trish 
on 01656785794. 
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Scorpions and Blue Bulls 
launch ne’w partnership 



SOUTH Wales 
Scorpions, the 
region’s only 
professional rugby 
league club, and 
Bridgend Blue 
Bulls, Wales’ most 
successful 
community club of 
all time, are 
pleased to 
announce a new 


partnership for the 
2016 season. 

The Welsh 

Conference champions 
will link up with the 
Kingstone Press League 
1 outfit to promote 
rugby league in the 
community and local 
schools and to improve 
the pathway to the 
professional and 
international game. 

Former Blue Bulls 


ATH DEFEATED IN 
PONTY CUP CLASH 


PONTYPRIDD advanced to 
the quarter final stage of this 
season’s Swalec Cup with a 45- 
15 win against Bridgend 
Athletic under the Sardis Road 
Floodlights last Tuesday. 


intervals to lead 26-8 at the interval. 

A Lewis Evans penalty and the third 
try of the season for flanker Ben Howe 
provided the Athletic points. 

The Athletic did not fold and only 
lost the second half by 17-7. 

Outside half Lewis Evans became 


The Sardis faithful were treated to a joint-top try scorer with captain Sean 
festival of open play as the Athletic Williams after crossing for his fifth try 
proved themselves worthy opponents of the season. His conversion took him 


on the night. 

The Athletic caused their opponents 


on to 130 points for the season. 

After the game, Ponty captain Huw 


a lot of problems in the opening Dowden reflected on a hard fought 


quarter. 

However, the home side rallied as 


win: “It was a tough encounter. 
Bridgend Athletic came here 


expected and scored tries at regular competitive mode and gave a strong 

performance 


Go to the The GEM 
for the latest stories 
and breaking news... 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk/ 
www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


Athletic team manager Paul Heame 
commented: “It was a top performance 
against a quality Ponty team, the 
forwards held their own in the scrum 
and loose play. 

“The scoreline was a little flattering 
to the home side. They were more 
clinical than us in their finishing.” 

AB 


such as Christiaan 
Roets, Hywel Davies 
and Lewis Tutt have 
gone on to represent the 
Scorpions, with Roets 
and Davies also 
winning full Welsh 
caps, and this 
partnership will look to 
encourage more players 
to follow in their 
footsteps. 

The youth teams at 
Bridgend will benefit 
from having some 
training sessions taken 
by players of the 
Scorpions as well as 
having coaches visit to 
track their development. 

There will also be the 
opportunity for the 
young Bulls teams to 
play in curtain-raisers in 
front of the Scorpions’ 
faithful at Virginia Park 
in Caerphilly. 

Bulls regulars Joe 
Symons and Lewis 
Hughes will get the 
opportunity to don the 
Scorpions jersey at their 
home club with the 
under-20s, who will 
play the occasional 
match at Pyle RFC as 
part of the partnership. 

Steve Smith, team 
manager of Bridgend 
Blue Bulls, said: “This 
partnership is just what 
the club needs. We 
have exceeded all 
expectations in the last 
two seasons and now 
we need to keep the 
momentum at both 
senior and junior level 


by expanding on and off 
the pitch. 

“Things are looking 
up with the Scorpions, 
so it will be a great time 
for aspiring rugby 
league players to join 
the Blue Bulls as we are 
in a great position to 
develop talent and give 
a pathway to a higher 
standard with the 
Scorpions, which can 
only benefit both 
clubs.” 

Scorpions’ co-owner 
Marc Loveiing said: 
“The Blue Bulls have 
an enviable record when 
it comes to producing 
quality rugby league 
players. We are looking 
forward to helping them 
produce the next 
generation of players, 
some of whom will 
progress on the 
Scorpions’ player 
pathway.” 

Bridgend Blue Bulls 
have won the Welsh 
Conference eight times 
in the 13 years the 
competition has been 
running and will start 
the defence of their 
trophy in May. 

South Wales 
Scorpion open their 
league season on 
Saturday, March 6 when 
they host Keighley 
Cougars at Virginia 
Park, Caerphilly (kick¬ 
off 3pm). 

IAN GOLDEN 







































